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“The Ph.D. program is  playing a pivotal role in the new IMLI development  strategy.” 

                                                                         : Prof. Frank Wiswall Jr. 

As with IMLI classes in previous years, the 16th generation of IMLI lawyers, had the opportunity, during the month of November, to be lectured by Professor Frank Wiswall Jr., a member of the Institute’s Governing Board and Vice-president of the Comité Maritime International (CMI). 

Professor Wiswall delivered a series of lectures on Maritime Legal History, starting with a quotation from the late Justice Felix Frankfurter: “Judicial judgment must take deep account… of the day before yesterday in order that yesterday may not paralyze today.” Later on, he continued with another set of lectures on Maritime Legislative Drafting. 
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Prof. Frank Wiswall Jr,  with  Prof. David Attard (Director IMLI),  IMLI  and Mediterranean  Academy of Diplomatic Studies students  at the presentation of John Selden’s portrait,  by Prof. Wiswall to IMLI.  

Prof. Wiswall is a Titulary Member of the CMI, Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and 1969 Yorke Prizeman of the University of Cambridge.  In the year 1999 the President of Malta, acting on behalf of IMO and IMLI, conferred on Prof. Wiswall the title of “Honorary Professor of International Maritime Law”.  

Prof. Wiswall, what is in your view the role of the IMO International Maritime Institute within the international   Community ?

The original concept of IMLI was to train lawyers to incorporate the provisions of the international maritime conventions into national legal systems, with the aim to promote unification of maritime law. IMLI has now progressed well beyond that original concept and is acquiring a broader reputation as a first class academic institution in this field. 

IMLI’s position and reputation will be further strengthened, when the first Ph.D. students complete their degrees. The publication of IMLI Ph.D. dissertations will, in my opinion, have a considerable impact on the international maritime community and this will further move IMLI toward a new dimension: the education of pre-eminent experts and academics in international maritime law.   This new role of IMLI is something that was not always foreseen, and credit must be given to the Director of the Institute, Prof. David Attard, who has had a clear vision of the development of the Institute.  I agree with him, that the new Ph.D. program is  playing a pivotal role in the new IMLI  development strategy. 

What are your impressions about IMLI students ?

 I am glad to observe the steady improvement in the student body over the years, as the quality of the graduates determines the value of the degree.  I can confirm that the IMLI LL.M. degree has appreciated in value, and I am sure that this is going to continue also in the future.  

I have been lecturing here for many years, and I can tell you that every year we have a class that differs from the previous one, especially with regard the level of participation during the lectures.  Some students need time to get accustomed to the IMLI system, and therefore I am sure that in April 2005, when I’ll be back, the class of 2005 will respond in a different way. It is noteworthy that, even as graduate lawyers, IMLI students during the duration of the annual course become more mature. 

You are also a Vice President of the CMI.  Do you meet many IMLI graduates for example at the meetings of the CMI ?

This is beginning to happen. The CMI naturally attracts mature lawyers, although it is clear that younger lawyers can benefit enormously from participating at CMI conferences and colloquia. The CMI Executive Council has established a special committee dealing with the possibilities of increasing the participation of young lawyers. Of course CMI conferences are already attended by some young lawyers, mostly from developing states, and among them are IMLI graduates. 

In this regard, I am glad to notice that the Institute is attracting an increasing number of “academically” oriented lawyers and also and increasing numbers of lawyers from traditional maritime countries. This interchange between lawyers from developing and traditional maritime countries can be very important to the individuals, and also important ultimately in the light of possible financial contributions from traditional maritime countries. 

What are your general impressions about lecturing at IMLI, students, visiting lecturers, library…. ?

I have to admit that I am impressed by the IMLI library.  With its collection of works, the library has now already gone beyond the syllabus of the Institute. It is developing into one of the very finest research libraries in the world in the field of maritime law.  

IMLI is also beginning to benefit from the new technology, which can be used in the teaching process. I just introduced some “power - point technology” during my lectures on maritime legal history and I am determined to expand this during my lectures on “The Law of Maritime Collision and other Casualties” in April 2005.  

Students at IMLI have now the possibility to do research beyond the syllabus, with the help of the Library collection and Internet databases. This is a major development at IMLI and a great challenge. 

 What were the highlights of your lectures this year at IMLI ?

During the month of November I delivered a course on Maritime Legal History, followed by some lectures on Maritime Legislative Drafting. I suppose that IMLI students will find my lectures on Marine Collisions in April next year, to be more exciting.  However, my own favorite topic is definitely Maritime Legal History.   It is the course that I enjoy teaching  most, and it is also my hobby. 

I must admit that this course is never quite the same two years in the row. Of course, I am not changing history but I do try to focus on different interesting aspects of this subject. 

What about your lectures on legislative drafting ?

Legislative drafting is an art and also a science. The science comes first, as one has to understand the process of both national and international legislation before one can move to the art of drafting.  

The only way to acquire the art of drafting is to read a lot of maritime legislation. I hope that the students will find useful, in this regard, the Handbook of Maritime Conventions, which was recently produced by the CMI.   

I should point out at the conclusion, that the Maritime Legislative Drafting course embodies the main reason for the establishment of the Institute and it is, in my opinion, still the core course at IMLI.  
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