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“The new IMLI Ph.D. programme is an excellent   idea”

                                                                    : CMI Immediate Past   President  

As part of his long-standing relationship with IMLI, Mr. Patrick Griggs, Past President of the CMI, delivered, during the last week of February, a set of lectures on various  topics related to international maritime law. 

Mr.Griggs offered an extremely interesting explanation of several new (maritime) conventions that have been adopted but are not yet in force and discussed the program of IMO’s Legal Committee and of  the Comite Maritime International (CMI).
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Mr. Patrick Griggs, lecturing at IMLI 

Throughout his professional carrier, Mr. Griggs has specialized in marine and aviation disaster litigation, and has been a regular speaker at seminars and conferences on various aspects of maritime law. He is co-author of the book ‘Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims’, which is one of the leading publications on this topic. Besides being the Past President of the CMI, Mr. Griggs is also a Secretary and Treasurer of the British Maritime Law association (BMLA). 

Mr. Griggs, what were the highlights of your lectures at IMLI ?

I began my lectures with an analysis of the International Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims adopted in 1976 and of the 1996 Protocol.  Later on, I  provided  a description  of several new conventions and protocols,  that have been adopted but are not yet in force, like for example  the 1999 Arrest Convention.  I tried to give to the students also an overview of the projects which are currently going on at the IMO and CMI, as for example the Draft Wreck Removal Convention, Places of Refuge, Fair Treatment for Seafarers following a Maritime Incident… These instruments are going to be   important, but not much has been written on these topics.   

What is the role of IMLI in the international maritime community ?

IMLI is playing a role of utmost importance, as it teaches lawyers how to draft and incorporate the provisions of international conventions into national legislation.  One of the tasks of IMLI is to make sure, that as many States as possible, understand the provisions of international conventions. It would be interesting to analyze how many international maritime conventions have been ratified and implemented because of the underlying work of IMLI graduates. The results would definitely show IMLI’s   contribution. 
Mr. Griggs, you were for many years the president of the CMI ?  What is going to be the role of this important international organization  in the future ?

The CMI had been, up to 1967 the only international organization working in the field of  unification of international maritime law. After the creation of the IMO and especially after the establishment of  its Legal  Committee the later took over the  creation of new  (private) maritime law conventions.  

This completely changed the role and perspective of the CMI and it took a while for the CMI to be accepted, as a “legal “ consultant to IMO and other international organization.  During my presidency, I tried to get closer to the IMO Legal Committee.  We   offer our help, which is accepted. 

One of the major functions of the CMI in the future should be to act as a “ consultant” and to help the IMO, UNCITRAL and others UN bodies with projects, where we think (CMI) that we can contribute.  However, we are planning to undertake also some projects of our own. Most likely, the first project of this kind will deal with pilotage.  The CMI with its 55 members, national maritime law associations, has a great potential. 

One of your lectures at IMLI  this year  dealt also with  “Obstacles to Uniformity of  Maritime Law”. Do you think that the new “draft document on the carriage of goods (wholly or partly) by sea, can help to achieve uniformity in this field?

I would say that if we don’t achieve something, then we will be in real trouble. As for now we have three different international conventions (Hague Rules, Hague-Visby Rules and Hamburg Rules) and much national legislation dealing with carriage of goods by sea.  

The Hague and Hague – Visby rules are outdated, while there is no real prospective that the Hamburg Rules will be widely accepted. Therefore if we don’t came out with something new at international level States will adopt their own national legislation, which will not help the process of unification.  I remain optimistic and hopeful with this regard. 

What are your general impressions about IMLI students, visiting lecturers, premises, library ?

I have been a visiting lecturer at IMLI for over 10 years and during this time much has changed. There are new premises and an excellent library, but most importantly the quality of IMLI has remained through the years extraordinarily high. Also the new IMLI Ph.D. Programme is an excellent  idea.   
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