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Director, Norton - Rose Centre of Commercial law: 

                                        “IMLI is clearly an established institution”
Prof. Francis Dennis Rose, Professor of Commercial and Maritime law and Director of the Norton Rose Centre of Commercial law at the University of Bristol, delivered during the month of April a set of lectures  at IMLI.  
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Prof. Francis Rose lecturing to the IMLI Class 2004/2005. 

Prof. Rose is a graduate of the University of Oxford, holds a Ph.D. from the University of London, and is a barrister and associate of chambers at 4 Essex Court. He joined the University of Bristol on 1 January 2000 and was previously Professor of Commercial and Common Law at the University of Buckingham and before that Fellow of St John's College, Cambridge. 

He is General Editor of Lloyd's Maritime and Commercial Law Quarterly, and also General Editor of the Restitution Law Review and formerly Editor-in-Chief of the Company, Financial and Insolvency Law Review (now the Journal of Corporate Law Studies), both of which journals he founded. He is also Editorial Director of the Mansfield Press series of books on the Law of restitution. 

Prof. Rose has written many leading books as author or co-author from the field of maritime law including “Kennedy & Rose: The Law of Salvage (Sweet & Maxwell, London, 2001)”, “General Average: Law and Practice (2nd ed. LLP/Informa , 2005)”, “The Modern Law of Pilotage (Sweet & Maxwell,  1984)” and recently “Marine Insurance: Law and Practice (LLP/Informa 2004).

During his stay at IMLI Prof. Rose lectured on various topics from the field of (private) maritime law, with special emphasis on The  “Law of Pilotage”, “General Average” and “The Action in rem”. 

Prof. Rose, what were the most important points of your lectures at IMLI ?

During my lectures I discussed some of the most distinctive characteristic of maritime law and shipping law. Although shipping law has a long tradition and a considerable body of law, it is still continuously evolving. The membership of the UK in the European Union (EU) has, for example, required reconsideration of the nature and scope of Admiralty proceedings. Another example is the York - Antwerp Rules dealing with general average, which have been constantly reviewed by the CMI (the latest amendments to the YA Rules were adopted in 2004).    For a maritime lawyer is quite important to consider both the changes in the 1994 and the latest 2004 revision of the York – Antwerp Rules, and the comparative merits of different versions of the rules. 

During your lectures you dealt exhaustively with General Average.  Is general average still necessary, especially if you take into consideration the advent of marine insurance and the expenses and delays connected with general average adjustments  ?

Whether or not GA should survive is a practical rather than a legal issue. Merchants are always rightly sensitive to the need to reduce procedures which are time consuming and expensive. Nonetheless, commercial arrangements are generally entered with the view to be performed, and the shipowner reliance on GA contributions may be an incentive to complete the performance of the (common) maritime adventure. 

What is your opinion about the new UNCITRAL –CMI Draft instrument   on transport law ? 

It is always difficult to predict what the practical outcome of discussions will be. But the law of carriage of goods by sea is the corner stone of maritime law and the time is due for a new international transport convention, drafted with respect to modern and future developments. It is therefore essential that all interested parties play an active part in the formulation of the new proposed (transport) instrument, so that the different views can be taken into account in order to operate satisfactorily in international trade. 

What are your impressions about IMLI  ?

IMLI is clearly an established institution. Maritime law by its very nature is concerned with relations between people from all over the world. Any institution which brings together people of different nationality and help them to recognise and expose their differences, to reconcile them and to take what they have learnt back with them into their working lives, is fulfilling a useful purpose. Visiting lecturers can expect a hospitable reception from the students and lecturers at IMLI. 
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