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International Law Professor, University of Milan (Bicocca):

                                     “I was impressed by the quality of IMLI students”

IMLI students were particularly honored, during the month of April, to enjoy the visit of Prof. Tulio Scovazzi.  

Professor Scovazzi teaches International Law (including law of the sea) at the Faculty of Law, University of Milan – Bicocca, (from 1998) and was previously Professor at the Faculty of Political Sciences of the University of Genova (1991 – 1994) and at the University of Parma, Faculty of Law (1980 - 1991).  
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Prof. Scovazzi, lecturing to the 16th generation of IMLI lawyers.
Prof. Scovazzi has published several books and articles on various topics, especially in the field of the law of the sea, international environmental law and the regime of Antarctica. He has been representing the Republic of Italy at various diplomatic conferences, including the negotiations to amend the Barcelona Convention on the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and its Protocols (1994-1996) and at the negotiation for the adoption of the 2001 Convention for the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage. 

Professor Scovazzi presented to IMLI students the intricacies of an important and to a certain extent “new” subject, Marine Archeological Protection. 

Professor Scovazzi, what were the highlights of your lectures at IMLI  ? 

My lectures dealt with Underwater Cultural Heritage and the most important point was that new UNESCO Convention (Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage), adopted in 2001 within the framework of UNESCO, provides for a better regime of protection of underwater cultural heritage than Article 303 of the UNCLOS Convention which is insufficient and counterproductive and can be interpreted as an invitation to looting. 

The new (UNESCO) Convention, for example, specifies how to achieve the objective of the “benefit of mankind” in the Area, also with regard to underwater cultural heritage and it provides for a procedure of consultations between the International Seabed Authority (ISBA) and the States that have a verifiable link to the heritage on how to best ensure its protection. The underwater cultural heritage of the Area should be, in my opinion, preserved or disposed of for the benefit of a mankind as a whole. Therefore, I express the hope that the UNESCO Convention will enter shortly into force.  

What are the“ important” latest  developments  in the  field of the law of the sea  ?

The most interesting development and the question which can become of crucial importance in the near future is the regime of genetic resources of the deep sea – bed organisms. The ability of some deep sea-bed organisms to survive extreme temperatures and other extreme conditions makes them of great interest to science and industry.  Due to their genetic material, these species present great interest for biotechnology (eg. genetic engineering).  

There is a “lack” with this regard in the 1982 UNCLOS Convention and this legal lacuna will have to be filled sooner or later.  The genetic resources of the deep sea – bed may have a substantial economic value, and the main question is now whether the regime of “common heritage of mankind” should apply also to them. 

Professor Scovazzi, you have written extensively about maritime delimitation in the Mediterranean. What is your opinion about the “recent” trend of proclamations of EE’s, fishery zones  and specific  ecological  zones  in the semi – enclosed Mediterranean Sea  ?  

The proclamation of ecological zones in the Mediterranean is an improvement. However the final objective should be the proclamation of “full” Exclusive Economic Zones and consequently the exclusion of the high seas regime in coastal areas.   States should, at least in my opinion, strive to exclude the “high seas” regime whenever possible, despite the fact that this can cause further delimitation problems as is the case in the Mediterranean.

Are we moving towards a European EEZ ?

In the context of the European Union I would say that the proclamation of a “full”  European  EEZ is unlikely to happen,  due to the sharing of competencies between the EU and member States.  However, the EU Fishery Zone is inevitable and is becoming a reality.  As I said, this question is to a great extent linked to the distribution of competencies between EU and member States: for the time being, fish fall within the EU competence, while oil does not.

What are your general impressions about IMLI ? 

IMLI has improved a lot during the last years, and I was particularly impressed by the quality of IMLI students. I received a lot of question and I got the impression that certain  students, at least on certain topics,  are more competent that I am ! 
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