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IMLI to Hold its 16th Annual Graduation Ceremony

On Saturday, May 14th 2005, at 10.30 a.m., the IMO International Maritime Law Institute will hold its 16th  Annual Graduation Ceremony, at the Maritime Museum in Vittoriosa. During this ceremony, a new generation of lawyers from all over the world will be awarded the Degree of Master of Laws in International Maritime Law (LL.M.).

The ceremony will be honored by the presence of the Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), H.E. Mr. Efthimios Mitropoulos, the Hon. Censu Galea (Minister for Competitiveness and Communications of Malta), IMLI Governors, Ambassadors,  judges and other distinguished guests.

The Welcoming Address will be delivered by the Director of the Institute,  Professor David J. Attard, who will also present the degrees to the 16th  generation of IMLI lawyers.

The Secretary - General of IMO and Chairman of the IMLI Governing Board, H.E. Mr. Efthimios Mitropoulos,  will deliver the Graduation Address, while the Valedictory Address on behalf of the students will be delivered by Lt. Cmdr. Gianmatteo Breda


This year's IMLI lawyers come from 21 different countries, including Ecuador, Egypt, Italy and Switzerland, which were represented at IMLI for the first time and now will form part of IMLI's Global Network.

Students of the 2004/2005 IMLI Class  were:

Mr. Bachir BOUNAARA, Administrator of Maritime Affairs, Algerian Coast Guard, Algeria 

Mr. Salim MAKHLOUFI, Administrator of Maritime Affairs,  Algerian Coast Guard, Algeria

Mr. Ferdinand Nji Forboroh ANOMAH, Assisting Maritime Manager, Cameroon 

Mr. Jianbin SHEN, Chief of Navigation Safety Section, Shanghai Maritime Safety Administration, China 

Mr. Bin MI, Second Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China

Mr. Juan Carlos GONZALEZ, Lawyer,  Ecuador

Ms. Radwa  ELSAMAN ABO-ASHARA, Teacher Assistant of Maritime and Commercial Law at the Faculty of Law, Cairo University, Egypt

Ms. Rusudan TUSHURI, Lecturer, Tbilisi State University, Faculty of International Law and International Relations, Georgia, 

Ms. Sandra OPOKU, Legal Officer, Ghana Port and Harbours Authority, Ghana

Mr.  Juan Carlos RIVERA GARCIA, Head of Ship Registry, Merchant Marine of Honduras, Honduras 

Ms. Faezeh GHOLIZADEH, Lawyer, Iran

Mr. Reza Hasan Pour MALEKSHAH, Head of the Legal Department, BandarAnzali Port, Iran 

Lt. Cmdr. Gianmatteo BREDA, Naval Officer, Italian Navy General Staff, Italy

Dr. Rocco TOFFALETTI, Lawyer, Italy 

Dr. Alison VASSALLO, Lawyer,  Malta 

Mr. John BONELLO, Lawyer, Malta 

Dr. Stefan SANT, Second Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Malta

Ms. Mi Mi MAW, Research Officer, Ministry of Transport, Myanmar 

Ms. Praise ASUQUO, Principal Legal Officer (Ship Registry), Nigeria 

Ms. Rita URUAKPA, Assistant Chief Legal Officer, National Maritime Authority,  Nigeria

Lt. Cmdr. Muhammad NAWAZ MIRZA, Manager  (Legal Affairs), Port Qasim Authority, Pakistan

Mr. Joseph PYAWAN, Lawyer, Papua New Guinea

Ms. Josephine Marie Grajo URANZA, Lawyer, Philippines 

Ms. Tatiana SAKSINA, Lawyer,  Russian Federation

Mr. Kurshiev Vagab MAGOMEDZAGIROVICH, Lawyer, Russian Federation 

Mr. Ibrahima SY, Head of Division of Safety of Artisanal  Fishery, Ministry of Maritime  Economics, Senegal

Ms. Iris WIGGER, Lawyer, Switzerland

Mr. Donald Lucas CHIDOWU, Senior State Attorney (Attorney’s General Chamber), Tanzania

Mr. Therdchai THANAPONGPORN, Judge, Central IP&IT Court, Thailand
Conferment of degrees will be followed by the presentation of IMLI Prizes (IMO Secretary-General's Prize for Best Dissertation, Malta Government Prize for Best Performance in Law of the Sea, Malta Maritime Authority Prize for Best Performance in Shipping Law, Professor Walter Muller Prize for Best Maritime Legislation Drafting Project, REMPEC Marine Environmental Law Prize, Sasakawa Prize for the Best Performing Nippon Foundation Scholar) and by a reception on the terrace of the Maritime Museum in Vittoriosa.

Since its establishment by IMO and the Government of Malta, IMLI has successfully trained 332 lawyers from 103 countries around the world who are now  serving the rule of international maritime law and are greatly contributing to IMO's aim of safer shipping and cleaner oceans.

