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Your Excellency Secretary-General

Honourable Speaker of the House of Representatives

Honourable Ministers

Honourable Justices

Honourable Parliamentary S ecretary

Excellencies

Graduands,

Distinguished Guests,

It is my great pleasure and honour to welcome you to IMLI's

24th Graduation Ceremony, which celebrates the academic

success of our graduands.

I am honoured, this morning, to welcome Mr. Koji Sekimizu,

IMO Secretary-General, who despite his many commitments has

agreed to preside over today's Graduation Ceremony. I would
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like (once again) to express our gratitude to him for his interest

in the welfare of the Institute.
-L. ('r//"

//

We are particularly pleased that the Honourable Speaker of the

House of Representatives; the Honourable Minister for the

Economy, Investment and Small Business; the Parliamentary

Secretary for Competitiveness and Economic Growth; and the

Registrar General of Shipping and Seaman, Merchant Shipping

Directorate of Transport Malta, are with us this morning. Their

presence here is a reflection of the long-standing support which

the Institute receives from the Government and people of Malta.

I wish to recognize the presence of other distinguished

personalities, Dr. Emmanuel Kofi Mbiah (Chairman of the IMO

Legal Committee), Mr. Frederic Hebert (Director of REMEC),

Ambassador Lino Vassallo (IMLI Governor), Professor Francis

Reynolds (Professor Emeritus of University of Oxford) and Mr.

John McPhail (Compliance Officer at Thomas Miller P&I

fEurope] Ltd.).
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The cornerstone of any academic institution is its reputation. At

IMLI we are conscious of the need to ensure that our training

and teaching conform to the highest standards which need to be

maintained if we are to preserve our reputation as a centre of
excellence. I must emphasize that the Institute's academic

success is the result of various practices that have been put in

place, such as the appointment of independent external

examiners, and our cooperation with leading academics from

such institutions as Bonn University, University of Oxford,

University of London, the University of Ljubljana, the

University of Rome and our recent partnership with the

International Foundation for the Law of the Sea.

Whilst the resident faculty is responsible for the teaching of the

programme, visiting fellows are invited to lecture on the latest

developments in the field of their expertise. In this academic

year we had the privilege of some 40 distinguished academics

and eminent practitioners lecturing at IMLI.

IMLI is always striving to ensure that its programmes and

courses are up to date and for this purpose a thorough revision of

5



its syllabus, incorporating contemporary developments in

international maritime law, was undertaken by the resident

faculty in collaboration with the Academic Committee. This

revision was approved by the IMLI Goveming Board in March

2013.

I am pleased to record that the first volume of the book series

"IMLI Studies in International Maritime Law" published by

Routledge in Holland was met with very positive reviews and

we are now looking forward to the publication of the second

volume by an IMLI Ph.D. graduate, Dr. Mitja Grbec, entitled

"Extension of Coastal State Jurisdiction in Enclosed or Semi-

enclosed Seas: A Mediterranean and Adriatic Perspective" in

September 2013.

The impoftance of IMLI's

knowledge of international

enhanced through the Institute's forthcoming monumental

publication entitled "The IMLI Manual on International

Maritime Law". This three-volume work, to be published by

Oxford University Press, will adopt for the first time an all-

contribution to the study and

maritime law will be further
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entitled "Oceans and the law of the sea" states inter alia, that the

General Assembly:

"Recognizes the importance of the work of the

International Maritime Law Institute of the International

Maritime Organization as a centre of education and training

of Government legal advisers, mainly from developing

States, confirms its effective capacity-building role in the

field of international law, and urges States,

intergovernmental organizations and flnancial institutions

to make voluntary financial contributions to the budget of

the Institute."

The Institute's success is also the result of the institutional links

between IMLI and many organizations. I wish to refer to the

Institute's institutional linkage with IMO which provides us with

access to the most competent expertise in shipping available

throughout the world. Our institutional linkage with IMO is best

reflected by the fact that since the very first years of IMLI's

establishment the Chairmanship of its Governing Board has

been held by the Secretary-General of IMO.
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In this respect we are particularly privileged to have with us

today the IMO Secretary-General, Mr. Koji Sekimizu, who has

generously assumed the position of Chairman of the IMLI

Governing Board. We are grateful for his wise guidance and

continued support. Under his leadership we believe that the

Institute will reach new heights.

In this respect, I also wish to recognize the close relationship the

Institute has with the IMO Legal Committee. Its past Chairmen

have contributed to its work as visiting professors and its current

Chairman, to whom I shall refer soon, works closely with the

Institute. The work of the Legal Committee is of fundamental

importance for the constant monitoring, management and

improvement of the international maritime legal framework. Its

work has led to the adoption of numerous international

conventions which now regulate many aspects of maritime law.

The Institute recognizes this important work and this year, on

the occasion of the Committee's 100'h session, the Institute

conferred on the Committee the "IMLI Award for Meritorious

Contribution towards the Progressive Development and

Codification of International Maritime Law".
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I am pleased to say that lMLl contributes to the work of the

Committee in two very important ways. Firstly, many IMLI

Graduates now represent their States in the deliberations of the

Committee in London, thus contributing to the development of

international maritime law. Secondly, IMLI Graduates are

equipped, with their IMLI training, to advice their respective

governments in the incorporation and effective implementation

of the legal instruments adopted by the Committee.

It may also be said that IMLI's contribution towards the

obiectives of the IMO is best reflected in the work of its
graduates. Today, they graduates of the Institute occupy senior

positions in their countries' highest institutions. IMLI graduates

have gone on to become Heads of State, Ministers, Chief

Justices and senior Members of the Judiciary, Attorneys-

General, Ambassadors and high-ranking officials in Maritime

Administrations.
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graduated from the Institute's LL.M. programme in 1999, and I

take great pride to recall that he was awarded the Maritime

Malta Prize for Best Performance in Law of the Sea.

Distinguished Guests,

The success that the Institute enjoys is also largely due to the

financial support received from many sectors of the international

maritime community.

I am particularly grateful to IMO, to The Nippon Foundation, to

the Lloyd's Register Foundation, and to a number of

Governments for their generous contributions in providing

scholarships. The Governments of Malta and Switzerland

deserve special tribute for their unwavering, constant support to

the Institute's funding, as does the CMI Charitable Trust.

I would also like to express my appreciation for the sterling

work of the Institute's resident faculty: Dr. Norman Martinez,

Mr. Ruben Maceda, Ms. Elda Belja, Professor Malgosia
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Fitzmaurice, and Mr. Riyaz Hamza, as well as to the

Administrative staff for their unwavering support.

Dear Graduands,

Please remember that your participation in the IMLI programme

is an opportunity granted to a few well-chosen lawyers. This

privilege carries with it a responsibility which I am confident

you will bear with great pride. You have now been endowed

with the knowledge and skills required to assist your

Governments in adopting and implementing international

maritime rules, measures and standards. Indeed, through your

training, IMLI contributes - in its small way - to the IMO

process of encouraging and facilitating the global adoption and

implementation of legal instruments designed to promote safe,

secure and effrcient shipping on clean oceans.

In concluding I wish to augur further success to our graduands

in their respective professional careers. Graduands, your

praiseworthy accomplishments today open up a world of

opportunities for you and the countries you come from. Do
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savour your success, for you deserye it! And lest you forget,

your future achievements will continue to consolidate the

Institute's academic reputation. Remember you are now the

Institute Ambassadors, dedicated to serving the rule of

international maritime law. I wish vou well in vour endeavours.

We are proud of you!

15


