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PROGRAMME
 Procession: Faculty and Class of 2018
 
 Welcoming Address: Professor David J. Attard
  Director, IMLI
 
 Graduation Address: Mr. Kitack Lim
  Secretary-General, IMO, and Chairman, IMLI Governing Board
 
 Valedictory Address: Ms. Thandi Rosalea McAllister (Guyana)
 
 Presentation of Candidates: Ms. Elda Belja
  Lecturer, IMLI
                                  
 Conferment of Degrees: Professor David J. Attard
                                  
 Presentation of Prizes: IMO Secretary-General’s Prize for Best Dissertation
  Professor Walter Müller Prize for the Best Maritime Legislation Drafting Project
  Maltese Government Prize for Best Performance in the Law of the Sea
  Transport Malta Prize for Best Performance in Shipping Law
  Sasakawa Prize for the Best Performing Nippon Foundation Scholar
  LRF Prize for the Best Performing Lloyd’s Register Foundation Scholar
	 	 Dr.	Kofi	Mbiah’s	Prize	for	the	Best	Performing	African	Scholar
  ITF Seafarers’ Trust Prize on Seafarer’s Law
  Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport Malta Branch Prize for Best Performance in              
  Maritime Transport Law 
  REMPEC Marine Environment Law Prize
  The CMI Prize for Best Overall Performance
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It is my pleasure to congratulate the Class of 2018 on its graduation from this unique institution. Today, you 
are joining the ranks of a formidable network of over 850 IMO International Maritime Law Institute graduates from 
over 140 States worldwide. You are now a part of this celebrated body of maritime professionals who are being relied 
upon by the maritime industry for sound advice on maritime legal matters.

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has placed high importance on education and training of 
maritime professionals at IMLI, especially from developing countries. The quality training offered at the Institute has 
helped developing countries to take their rightful positions and play their part in international maritime affairs. IMLI’s 
education has ensured that IMO Member States have the legal expertise required for the incorporation and effective 
implementation of international maritime conventions. Indeed, the introduction of new courses at IMLI, such as the 
Master of Humanities in International Maritime Legislation, is a direct response to the needs of IMO Member States. 

This year marks the 70th anniversary of IMO. On 6 March, we celebrated 70 years since the Convention 
establishing IMO, under the auspices of the United Nations, was adopted. Looking ahead, the Organization is actively 
working towards the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the associated Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). It gives me great satisfaction to reaffirm that IMLI is fully committed to providing the means towards the 
realization of the SDGs, through its intensive education, training, and research agenda. To illustrate this point, IMLI 
has taken a proactive stance on Goal 5, which is to achieve gender equality and empowerment of women and girls, 
by way of mandating that 50 percent of places in the Institute’s programmes be reserved for suitably qualified female 
candidates. I note with pride that many female IMLI graduates lead their countries’ delegations at IMO meetings 
and are making their mark in both the academic and the shipping world.

The realization of the Sustainable Development Goals, however, does not only fall onto the shoulders of 
international institutions, such as IMLI. These goals are for everyone, including you; whether you are called to serve 
in your government administrations, commercial industries, or through international organizations, these goals must be 
kept in mind when you discharge your responsibility in decision-making roles. You will influence the very foundation 
which enables safe and secure shipping to grow and drive the economies of both developing and developed countries. The Institute has equipped you with the knowledge and 
skills to draft national maritime policies and laws to implement the IMO treaties which aim to ensure better shipping for a better future. IMO and its Member States are proud of 
this institution which, year after year, contributes to the capacity building of nations around the world by producing a cadre of high-level managers, policy-makers and other key 
personnel. 

This is possible due to the many supporters and donors of the Institute, Professor David Attard and all the IMLI staff and their commitment to the education and welfare 
of the students.

May I, therefore, congratulate once again the Class of 2018 for today’s achievement. I am confident you will prove to be just as hard-working and successful as your 
predecessors, and I wish you every success, and look forward to meeting many of you again, in your professional capacity in the near future.

A MESSAGE FROM MR. KITACK LIM
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF IMO AND CHAIRMAN OF THE IMLI GOVERNING BOARD

Mr. Kitack Lim
Secretary-General, IMO

Chairman, IMLI Governing Board 
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IMLI GOVERNING BOARD
Chairman:
Mr. Kitack Lim Secretary-General, IMO

Members:
Professor D.J. Attard Director, IMLI
Dr. P. Boisson Legal Consultant to Bureau Veritas, Paris
Dr. R. Dürler Head, Swiss Maritime Navigation Office
Dr. P. Griggs, CBE Former President, Comité Maritime International 
Mr. J. Harrison  Former Group Legal Director, Lloyd’s Register
Prof. A. Kanehara Professor, Sophia University, Japan
Ms. N. Karigithu Principal Secretary, Shipping and Maritime Affairs, Kenya
Mr. L. Mbanefo Vice-President, Nigerian Maritime Law Association
Dr. E.K. Mbiah Past Chairman, Legal Committee, IMO
Professor Dr. M. Pavliha Vice-Dean for Research and Development and Head of Law   
 Department, Faculty of Maritime Studies and Transportation,   
 University of Ljubljana
Ambassador L. Vassallo Permanent Representative of Malta to IMO

Members Emeriti:
Mr. K. Sekimizu Secretary-General Emeritus, IMO
Mr. E.E. Mitropoulos Secretary-General Emeritus, IMO
Mr. W.A. O’Neil Secretary-General Emeritus, IMO

FACULTY MEMBERS – ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 – 2018

Professor David J. Attard 
(Malta)
LL.D. (Malta)
D. Phil. (Oxon)
Advocate (Malta)
Barrister (London)
Director

Dr.	Buba	Bojang 
(the	Gambia)
LL.B., B.L. (Nigeria)
LL.M (IMLI)
PhD	(University	of	Aberdeen)
Barrister and Solicitor 
(Supreme	Court	of	the	Gambia)	
The Nippon Foundation 
Lecturer on Ocean 
Governance

Professor Dr. Norman 
Martinez (Honduras)
Lic. (Honduras)
LL.M. (IMLI)
Ph.D. (IMLI)
Advocate (Honduras)
Associate Professor

Ms.	Elda	Belja	(Albania)
Jurist (Greece)
LL.M. (IMLI)
Lecturer

Ms. Ramat Jalloh 
(Sierra Leone)
B.A., LL.B. (Sierra Leone)
LL.M. (IMLI)
Barrister-at-Law and 
Solicitor (Sierra Leone)
Lecturer

Professor Malgosia 
Fitzmaurice 
(the United Kingdom/Poland)
LL.B. (University of Warsaw)
LL.M. (University of Warsaw)
Ph.D. ((University of Warsaw)
The Nippon Foundation 
Professor on Marine 
Environmental Law

IMLI COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL 
AND PERSONNEL MATTERS

 
Chairman:
Mr. J. Harrison Former Group Legal Director, Lloyd’s Register

Members:
Professor D.J. Attard  Director, IMLI
Dr. P. Boisson Legal Consultant to Bureau Veritas, Paris
Mr. N. Charalambous  Director, Technical Cooperation Division, IMO
Dr. R. Dürler Head, Swiss Maritime Navigation Office

IMLI ACADEMIC COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Professor D.J. Attard Director, IMLI
Members:
Dr. P. Griggs, CBE Former President, Comité Maritime International
Rear Admiral F. J. Kenney Jr. Director, Legal Affairs and External Relations Division, IMO
Dr. E. K. Mbiah Past Chairman, Legal Committee, IMO
Professor Dr. M. Pavliha Vice-Dean for Research and Development and Head of Law   
 Department, Faculty of Maritime Studies and Transportation,   
 University of Ljubljana
Professor F.L. Wiswall Jr. Vice-President (Honoris Causa), Comité Maritime International

Ms. Catherine Panaguiton
(the Philippines)
J.D. (the Philippines) 
LL.M (Australia)
Lawyer (the Philippines)
Lecturer

Mr. Julius Yano
(the Philippines)
J.D. (the Philippines) 
LL.M (IMLI)
Lawyer (the Philippines)
Lecturer
The Nippon Foundation 
Lecturer on International 
Maritime Security Law
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IMLI VISITING FELLOWS – ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 – 2018
Mr Charles Abela (Malta)
 Senior Project Officer for International Relations
 European Maritime Safety Agency
 “European Marine Environmental Law”
Dr. Kamal-Deen Ali (Ghana)
 Executive Director of the Centre for Maritime Law and Security in Africa 
 “Law of the Sea and Maritime Security in the Gulf of Guinea”
Professor Ignacio Arroyo (Spain)
 Professor of Commercial Law, Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona
 Former President, Spanish Maritime Law Association
 “Unification of Maritime Law through International Conventions”
Mr. Gilberto Asuque (the Philippines)
 Deputy Chief of Mission and Permanent Representative of the Philippines 

to the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and other Related 
Inter-Governmental Organizations

“The Role of Permanent Representatives and IMLI Graduates in the IMO 
Member State Audit Scheme (IMSAS)”

Professor Lia Athanassiou (Greece)
 Professor of Commercial Law, Law School of the University of Athens 
 “The Role and Liability of Classification Societies under EU and National law”
 “Liability for Oil Pollution from Ships: International Compensation 

Regime and EU Interaction”
Professor Pieter Bekker (the Netherlands/ the United States of America)
 Professor and Chair in International Law, Centre for Energy, Petroleum 

and Mineral Law and Policy (CEPMLP), University of Dundee (UK); 
Partner, CMS Cameron McKenna LLP, Edinburgh/London/New York

 “The Law of the Sea and Maritime Boundaries”
Mr. Archie Bishop (the United Kingdom)
 Consultant, Holman Fenwick & Willan Law Firm
 “Law of Maritime Salvage”
Professor Augustin Blanco-Bazan (Argentina)
 International Lawyer and Consultant
 “Implications of UNCLOS for the IMO”
 “UNCLOS and the IMO Regulations for the Protection of the Marine Environment”
Professor Philippe Boisson (France)
 Maritime Arbitrator, Marine Consultant 
 “Classification Societies”
 “Maritime Safety System (Assessment and Prospects)”
Professor Simone Borg (Malta)
 Resident Academic, University of Malta, Chair, Institute for Climate 

Change and Sustainable Development and Head, Department of 
Environmental and Resources law

 “International Law, Climate Change and Ocean Governance”
 “IMO Agreement on GHG Emissions from Ships”
Professor Fiammetta Borgia (Italy)
 Assistant Professor of International law at the University of Rome 

“Tor Vergata” and at the European University of Rome
 “NGOs and Multinationals in International Law”
Dr. Simon Busuttil (Malta)
 Member of the European Parliament (MEP) 
 “EU Institutions and the EU Legislative-Making Process”
Professor Peter Ehlers (Germany)
 Former President, German Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency
 “Marine Environmental Law Making: The Helsinki Convention as an Example”
Mr. Paul Falzon (Malta)
 Contact, International Transport Workers Federation (ITF), Malta 
 “Maritime Issues: Seafarers’ Perspective”
Dr. Ann Fenech (Malta)
 Managing Partner, Fenech and Fenech Advocates
 President, Malta Maritime Law Association
 “General Characteristics of a Maritime Lawyer”
 “The Role of a Maritime Law Practitioner in the Shipping Industry”
Professor Serena Forlati (Italy)
 Associate Professor of International Law, University of Ferrara, Italy
 Director, Centro Studi e Servizi sul Diritto Straniero e Delle Relazioni 

Internazionali (CeStInt),
 Coordinator, Interdisciplinary Research Centre on Mafia and Other Forms 

of Organised Crime (MaCrO)

 “Maritime Security Law”
Dr. Stefano Filletti (Malta)
 Senior Partner, Filletti & Filletti Advocates
 Honorary Consul of Ecuador
 “Marine Pollution Prevention under Customary International Law”
 “Marine Pollution Prevention under UNCLOS Part XI”
 “Marine Pollution Prevention under UNCLOS Part XII”
Professor Philippe Gautier (Belgium)
 Registrar, International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea
 “Settlement of Disputes under the Law of the Sea Convention”
Dr. Miriam Goldby (Malta)
 Lecturer in Insurance and Commercial Law, Centre for Commercial Law 

Studies, Queen Mary University of London
 “Marine Insurance Law”
 “Maritime Arbitration”
Mr. Gabino Gonzalez (Spain)
 Head of Office, REMPEC 
 “Regional Systems for Co-Operation in Prevention of, Preparedness 

for and Response to Marine Pollution - An Example of the 
Mediterranean”

Dr. David Goodwin (Australia)
 MBA Director, Graduate School of Business and Law, RMIT University, 

Australia
 “Freight Forwarder Liabilities: Navigating the Maze”
 “The Ethics of Ship Arrest”
Dr. Mitja Grbec (Slovenia)
 Senior lecturer, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Maritime Studies 

and Transportation “Marine Environmental Law: Liability and 
Compensation”

Dr. Patrick J.S. Griggs CBE (the United Kingdom)
 Former President, Comité Maritime International
 “The Nairobi International Convention on the Removal of Wrecks”
 “Making International Maritime Law – Do Conventions Work?”
 “The 1980’s-Disasters on Land, in the Air and at Sea”
Mr. Mans Jacobsson (Sweden)
 Former Director, International Oil Pollution Compensation (IOPC) Funds
 “Bunkers and HNS Conventions”
Professor Atsuko Kanehara (Japan)
 Professor at Sophia University, Japan/ Councillor of Advisory Council for 

the National Headquarters for Ocean Policy of Japan 
 “New Trends in the Law of the Sea to Protect BBNJ”
Mr. Nobukatsu Kanehara (Japan)
 Assistant Chief Cabinet Secretary and Deputy Secretary-General of the 

National Security Secretariat, Government of Japan Headquarters for 
Ocean Policy of Japan 

 “SDG 14 and World and National Ocean Policies”
Professor Hakan Karan (Turkey)
 Director, Research Centre of the Sea and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM), 

Ankara University,
 Head, Sea and Maritime Law Department 
 “Irregular Migration at Sea”
 “The Legal Regime of the Turkish Straits”
Mr. Frederick Kenney (the United States of America)
 Director, Legal Affairs and External Relations Division, International 

Maritime Organization
 “Development, Entry into Force and Amendment of IMO Conventions” 
Mr. David Kerr (Malta)
 Head of Unit, Transport, Telecoms and Energy Units, Office of the 

Permanent Representation of Malta to the European Union
 “Implications of the EU Maritime Policy”
Mr. Neil Kerr (Malta)
 Former Head of Cabinet, European Court of Auditors 
 “Law Making in the European Union -Challenges and Opportunities from 

the Perspective of the Presidency of the Council”
Professor Richard L. Kilpatrick, Jr. (the United States of America)
 Visiting Research Fellow, National University of Singapore
 “The Duty to Render Assistance at Sea - Shipping Contract Implications
Professor James Kraska (the United States of America)

 Chairman and Howard S. Levie Professor (Full professor with tenure)
 Stockton Center for the Study of International Law, U.S. Naval War College
 “Ship Boarding”
Mr. Blaise Kuemlangan (Papua New Guinea)
 Chief, Development Law Service (LEGN), Legal Office, FAO
 “UNCLOS and FAO and RFMOS Work on Addressing Illegal, 

Unreported and Unregulated
 Fishing; Opportunities and Challenges for Cooperation”
Mr. Thomas Liebert (United Kingdom)
 Head of the External Relations and Conference Department, IOPC Funds 
 “The International Liability and Compensation Regime for Tanker Oil Spills”
Judge Liesbeth Lijnzaad (the Netherlands)
 Judge, International Tribunal for Law of the Sea (ITLOS)
 “The EU and the Contemporary Law of the Sea”
Dr. Dorota Lost-Sieminska (Poland)
 Head of the Legal Affairs Office, International Maritime Organization
 “IMO Treaty-Making Process (Tacit Acceptance Procedure)”
 “Implementing IMO Instruments: Turning International Conventions into 

National Law”
 “Understanding IMO Conventions: What the Legislative Drafter 

Needs to Know”
Mr. Louis Mbanefo (Nigeria)
 Senior Advocate, Louis Mbanefo & Co.
 “The Preparation of a Merchant Shipping Act”
Mrs. Monica Mbanefo (Nigeria)
 Partner, Louis Mbanefo & Co.
 “Economic Development - The Role of IMLI”
Dr. Emmanuel Kofi Mbiah (Ghana)
 Head, E. K. Mbiah & Associates
 Maritime Law, International Commercial Mediation & Arbitration, Oil & 

Gas, Business Strategy
 Former Chairman, Legal Committee, International Maritime Organization
 “The Work of the IMO Legal Committee: Challenges and Prospects”
H.E. Dr. Ugo Mifsud Bonnici (Malta)
 President Emeritus, Republic of Malta
 “Introduction to Comparative Law”
 “Classifications and Differentiations”
 “The Mainstream of Law in the West”
 “The Specific Nature of the Anglo-Saxon Common Law Systems”
 “Law in Islamic Countries”
 “Law and Change: The Drafting of New Laws”
Ms. Elzbieta Mizerska-Dyba (Poland)
 Head of Library and Archives, International Tribunal for the Law (ITLOS)
 “Resource Guide on the Law of the Sea”
Professor Federica Mucci (Italy)
 Associate Professor in International Law, Faculty of Law, University of 

Rome “Tor Vergata”     
 “Characteristics and Types of International Organizations”
Mr. Bent Nielsen (Denmark)
 Retired Partner of Kromann Reumert, Copenhagen
 “General Average”
 “Implementation of Maritime Law Conventions – A Scandinavian Model”
Mr. Jonathan Pace (Malta)
 Head, Programme Management and Maritime Transport Policy, Technical 

Cooperation
 Division, IMO
 “Seminar on Maritime Transport Policy”
Professor Adriana Vincenca Padovan (Croatia)
 Assistant Professor at the Adriatic Institute of the Croatian Academy of 

Sciences and Arts
 “Marine Insurance - Basic Terminology”
Professor Dr. Marko Pavliha (Slovenia)
 Head of Law Department, Faculty of Maritime Studies 

and Transportation, University of Ljubljana
 “Law of Marine Insurance”
Mr. Robert van de Poll (Canada)
 International Law of the Sea Manager, Fugro N. V.
 “The Law of the Sea and Maritime Boundaries

Professor Francis M.B. Reynolds Q.C. (the United Kingdom)
 Barrister/Professor Emeritus, University of Oxford
 “Carriage of Goods by Sea”
Mr.  Frederick Sciulli (the United States of America)
 Counsel, Commander Naval Forces Europe-Africa/U.S. Sixth Fleet 
 “US Navy and International Coalition Counter Piracy”
Dr. Derek Smith (the United States of America)
 Partner, Foley Hoag, LLP, USA
 “Delimitation of Maritime Boundaries”
Mr. Douglas B. Stevenson (the United States of America)
 Director, the Centre for Seafarers’ Rights at the Seamen’s Church Institute 

of New York & New Jersey
 “Overview of Seafarers’ Rights”
 “The Maritime Labour Convention (MLC), 2006”
Lieutenant Commander Rachel P. Strubel (the United States of America)
 United States Coast Guard
  Senior Staff Attorney for Coast Guard Atlantic Area
 “Ship and Port Security Legislation Development”
Mr. Andrew Taylor (United Kingdom)
 Partner, ReedSmith Law Firm
 “Origins and Historical Development of Charterparties”
Dr. George Theocharidis (Greece)
 Associate Professor of Maritime Law & Policy, World Maritime University
 “Seminar on Maritime Transport Policy”
Ambassador Helmut Tuerk (Austria)
 Former Judge and Vice -President of the International Tribunal for the 

Law of the Sea
 Former President of the Assembly and Chairman of the Review
 Committee of the International Seabed Authority
 “The International Sea-Bed Authority and its Contribution to Developing 

an Effective and    Sustainable Ocean Governance Regime”
Ambassador Lino Vassallo (Malta)
 Permanent Representative of Malta to IMO
 “International Organizations”
Dr. Ivan Vella (Malta)
 Advocate
 “International Conventions on Maritime Liens and Mortgages”
 “Ship Finance”
Commissioner Karmenu Vella (Malta)
 Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, European Commission 

“International Conventions on Maritime Liens and Mortgages”
 “EU Maritime Law and Policy”
Mr. Jonathan Warring (New Zealand)
 Senior Legal Assistant, International Transport Workers’ Federation
 “The ITF and the Challenges Facing Seafarers: Abandonment, 

Piracy and Criminalisation”
Commander William Woityra (the United States of America)
 Program Manager, Domestic and Polar Icebreaking, U.S. Coast Guard 
 “Icebreaking in the Polar Regions”
Commander William George (the United States of America)
 International Port Security Liaison Officer, Coast Guard Activities, 

Europe, Schinnen, Netherlands 
 “Ship and Port Security Legislation Development”
Professor Helen Xanthaki (Greece)
 Director, University of London International Postgraduate Laws Programme (LLM)
 Faculty of Laws
 UCL SLASH
 “Standards for Legislation in Civil and Common Law”
Mr. Godwin Xerri (Malta)
 Managing Director, Focal Maritime Services Co. Ltd.
 “Introduction to Shipping”
 “Sale and Purchase Procedures”
 “Management and Operation of Ships”
Capt. Joseph Zerafa (Malta)
 Consultant
 “Technical Aspects of Shipping”
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SELECTED IMLI ACHIEVEMENTS Albania 2
Algeria 13
Angola 15
Antigua and Barbuda 2
Argentina 5
Azerbaijan 5
Bahamas (the) 7
Bahrain 3
Bangladesh 10
Barbados 3
Belize 1
Benin 1
Bolivia 1
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1
Brazil  9
Bulgaria 5
Burundi 1
Cameroon 4
Cape Verde 2
China 16
Chile 2
Colombia 5
Comoros (the) 2
Congo (the) 2
Cook Islands 1
Costa Rica 1
Côte d’Ivoire 1
Croatia 3
Cuba 1
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (the)  8
Dominica 5
Dominican Republic (the) 2
Ecuador 3
Egypt 6
Eritrea 3
Estonia 1
Ethiopia 10
Fiji 5
France 1
Gambia (the) 6
Georgia 12
Germany 3
Ghana 19
Greece 3
Grenada 2
Guatemala 2
Guyana 2
Haiti 1
Honduras 7
India 11
Indonesia 9
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 8
Iraq 1
Israel 1
Italy  4
Jamaica 8
Japan 2
Jordan 4
Kazakhstan 3
Kenya 19
Kiribas 1
Latvia 7
Lebanon 3
Lesotho 1
Liberia 5
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (the) 4
Lithuania 6
Madagascar 7

746 LL.M. STUDENTS (1989 – 2017)*
Malawi 4
Malaysia 4
Maldives 10
Malta 78
Marshall Islands (the) 2
Mauritania 1
Mauritius 5
Mexico 7
Mongolia 2
Montenegro 2
Morocco 2
Mozambique 7
Myanmar 6
Namibia 2
New Zealand 1
Nicaragua 2
Nigeria 74
Niue 1
Norway 1
Oman 1
Pakistan 9
Panama 2
Papua New Guinea 4
Peru 7
Philippines (the) 21
Poland 2
Portugal 2
Russian Federation (the) 6
Saint Kitts and Nevis 3
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 3
Samoa  6
Saudi Arabia 8
Senegal 2
Serbia 2
Seychelles 6
Sierra Leone  9
Slovenia  4
Solomon Islands 2
South Africa 6
Spain 1
Sri Lanka 15
Sudan (the) 4
Suriname 3
Switzerland 2
Syrian Arab Republic (the) 1
Thailand 6
Togo 1
Tonga 1
Trinidad and Tobago 7
Tunisia 2
Turkey 8
Turkmenistan 1
Tuvalu 2
Uganda 3
Ukraine 6
United Kingdom (the) 1
United Republic of Tanzania (the) 13
United States of America (the) 4
Uruguay  2
Vanuatu 2
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)  2
Viet Nam  5
Yemen 2
Zambia 4
Zimbabwe  1
Hong Kong, China  1
Palestine 1

Class of 1990
Mr. Fred Amoa (Samoa)
President, Pacific International Maritime Law 
Association
Prof. Kevin Aquilina (Malta)
Dean, Faculty of Laws, University of Malta
Lt. Commander Muhammed Yar Lak (Pakistan)
Deputy Judge Advocate General, Pakistan
Class of 1991
Ms. Fatou Bensouda (Gambia, the)
Prosecutor, International Criminal Court
Hon. George Dulu (Kenya)
Judge, High Court of Kenya
Dr. Emmanuel Kofi Mbiah (Ghana)
Past Chairman, IMO Legal Committee
Hon. Pemamiththa A. Ratnayeke (Sri Lanka)
Judge, Supreme Court
Ms. Miriam Samaru (Trinidad and Tobago)
Principal, Hugh Wooding Law School, Trinidad
Hon. Francisco A. Villarroel Rodriguez (Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela) National Maritime Judge, 
Titulary Member of the CMI 
and President, Venezuelan Maritime Law Association 
(2007-2010)
Class of 1992
Hon. Lucy A. Asuagbor (Cameroon)
Vice-President, Court of Appeal
Ms. Azuka Ogo (Nigeria)
Vice-Chairman, Executive Council, IOPC Fund
H.E. Gerald Zackios (Marshall Islands, the)
Ambassador, the Embassy of Marshall Islands in the 
United States 
and Former Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Kosi Latu (Samoa)
Deputy Director, Secretariat of the Pacific Regional 
Environment Programme (SREP)
Class of 1993
Ms. Sharon Rose (Bahamas, the)
Vice-President, BNP PARIBAS (Bahamas) Ltd
Mr. Bashir M. Abdullahi (Nigeria)
Assistant General Manager, Nigerian Ports Authority
Ms. Josephine Mallalieu (St. Kitts and Nevis)
Magistrate
Commander A. A. Zafar (Pakistan)
Senior Deputy Judge Advocate General
Class of 1994
Ms. Nancy Karigithu (Kenya)
Principal Secretary 
State Department of Shipping & Maritime Affairs, 
Government of Kenya
Mr. Ahmed Muizzu (Maldives)
Prosecutor General, Maldives
Atty. Virgilio Calag (the Philippines)
Director of the Legal Office, 
Maritime Industry Authority
Class of 1995
Hon. Ilkin Radjabov (Azerbaijan)
Judge, Absheron District Court
Ms. Cynthia Herbert Q.C. (Barbados)
Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel, 
Attorney General’s Chambers
Dr. Francesco Depasquale (Malta)
Magistrate, the Judiciary of Malta
Hon. Laila Medin Racina (Latvia)
Deputy Secretary of State, Ministry of Justice, Latvia. 
Class of 1996
Hon. Fielakepa Siosia Tupou Aleamotu’a (Tonga)
Lord Chamberlain of Palace Office, 
Kingdom of Tonga
Class of 1997
Mr. Ugnius Labutis (Lithuania)
Counsellor, the Embassy of Lithuania in Belarus 

Ms. Esmeralda Marques da Costa Mangueira
Chief, International Relations Department, 
Ministry of Justice
Mr. Ahmed Hamza (Maldives)
Member of Parliament & Deputy Managing Director, 
AAA & Trading Company Pvt. Ltd
Mr. George Tshatumbu (Namibia)
Deputy Director of Legal and International 
Maritime Matters, 
Ministry of Works, Transport and Communications
Mr. Fagaloa Tufuga (Samoa)
Regional Maritime Legal Officer, 
Regional Maritime Programme
Secretariat of the Pacific Community, Fiji
Class of 1998
Mr. Foli-Bazi Katari (Togo)
Head of Personnel Service, 
Autonome de Port of Lome
Class of 1999
Ms. Bo Chen (China)
Deputy Secretary-General, 
China Maritime Arbitration Commission
Ms. Evelina Baptiste (Dominica)
Chief Magistrate, Magistrates’ Court
Mr. Nikoloz Tsiklauri (Georgia)
Rector, Batumi State Maritime Academy
Hon. Abdullah Saeed (Maldives)
Supreme Court Judge, Maldives
Hon. Chris Cardona MP (Malta)  
Minister for the Economy, Investment 
and Small Business, Malta
Hon. Dr. Jacqueline Padovani Grima (Malta) 
Judge, Judiciary of Malta
Class of 2000
Ms. Dominika Lempicka (Poland)
IMO Consultant, Poland
Ms. Perline RAVONIARISOA (Lithuania)
Head, Legislation Division, Ministry of Transport 
and Meteorology
Mrs. Azara Al-Hassan Prempeh
Alternate Permanent Representative 
of Ghana to the IMO
Class of 2001
H.E. Sir Iakoba Italeli (Tuvalu)
Head of State, Tuvalu
Captain Reuben Lanfranco (Malta)
Director, Malta Maritime Institute
Class of 2002
Ms. Lydia Abela (Malta)
Secretary, Maltese Labour Party’s National Executive
Lt. Commander Syed Md. A. H. Gardezi (Pakistan)
Director, Pakistan Maritime Security Agency
Ms. Krittika Panprasert (Thailand)
Director, Legal Division, Foreign Affairs Unit, 
Legal Affairs Bureau
Hon. Sornchai Sirariyakul (Thailand)
Deputy Chief Judge, Central Intellectual 
Property & International Trade Court
Dr. Kamal Deen-Ali (Ghana) 
Executive Director of the Centre for Maritime Law 
and Security Africa
Class of 2003
Ms. Adriana Padovan (Croatia)
Research Associate, Adriatic Institute 
of the Croatian Academy 
of Sciences and Arts 
Mr. Arley Gill (Grenada)
Senator, National Parliament
Hon. Panya Dhanpaddamoangcoal (Thailand)
Chief Judge, Surin Provincial Court
Class of 2004
Mr. Gilberto Asuque (Philippines, the)

Assistant Secretary, Department of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Md. Alamgir Khan (Bangladesh)  
Director, Department of Shipping, Bangladesh
Class of 2005
Ms. Rusudan Tushuri (Georgia)
Deputy Head (Responsible for Maritime Transport), 
United Transport Administration
Lt. Commander Gianmatteo Breda (Italy)
Lecturer, International Law and Military Disciplinary 
Regulations, 
Naval Academy, Livorno
Mr. Ibrahima Sy (Senegal) 
General Secretary, Office of the President of the 
Republic
Mr. Joseph Pyawan (Papua New Guinea)
Maritime Standards and Compliance Manager, 
National Maritime Safety Authority
Atty. Josephine Uranza (the Philippines)
Corporate Secretary and Counsel, A. Magsaysay 
Group of Companies
Class of 2006
Mr. Cai Yongsheng (China)
Legal Officer, International Seabed Authority
Mr. Leo Tito Ausan Jr. (the Philippines)
Director, Legal Maritime Safety and Security 
Division, 
Department of Foreign Affairs
Ms. Dorota Lost-Sieminska (Poland)
Head, Legal Affairs Office, IMO
Hon. Riyaz Hamza (Sri Lanka) 
Puisne High Court Judge, High Court of Fiji.
Former Lecturer, IMO-IMLI
Class of 2007
Mr. Alberto Coelho Soares Ramos da Cruz (Angola)
Deputy Chief of Cabinet, Ministry of Justice
Ms. Raeefa Abdul Wahhaab (Maldives)
Registrar, High Court of Maldives
Hon. Filimon Manoni (Marshall Islands, the)
Attorney General, the Marshall Islands
Ms. Khin Thandar (Myanmar)
Deputy Director, International Law and Treaties 
Division, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Class of 2008
Mr. François Laurent (France)
Expert, Anti-Piracy Unit, Indian Ocean Commission
Mr. Lesther Antonio Ortega Lemus (Guatemala)
Minister Counsellor & Alternate Permanent Representative 
of Guatemala to IMO
Mr. Ananda Chandra Ojha (India)
Deputy Registrar, Armed Forces Tribunal, Kolkata 
Bench
Mrs. Rita Uzoamaka Egbuche (Nigeria) 
Assistant Director, Legal Services, Nigerian Maritime 
Administration and Safety Agency
Mr. Tahir Hadejia Idris (Nigeria)
Assistant Director (Legal Services), Nigerian 
Shippers’ Council
Mrs. Karina Sergeevna Hansford (The Russian 
Federation)
Director, ARK & Partners Ltd. 
Mr. Ronald Sipho Jama Mbatha (South Africa) 
Alternate Permanent Representative of South Africa 
to the IMO
Class of 2009
Mr. Choe Kun Song (DPR Korea)
Counselor of the DPR of Korea Embassy to UK 
/ Deputy Permanent Representative of the DPRK 
to IMO
Mr. Samuel Darse (India)
Deputy Director General of Shipping, Office of the 
Directorate General of Shipping, Mumbai

Ms. Primrose Aphrodite Chimwaza (Malawi)
Deputy Chief State Advocate
Capt. Ruth Jamila Malafa (Nigeria)
Assistant Director, Military International Law Office, 
Nigerian Navy
Class of 2010
Mr. Eurico Andrade Ndando (Angola)
Head, International Cooperation Office, Ministry 
of Justice
Ms. Joyce Bawah Mogtari (Ghana) 
Former Deputy Minister for Transport
Ms. Susana Custodia Roque Tembe (Mozambique)
Lecturer, Nautical University of Mozambique
Mr. Roba Megressa Akawak (Ethiopia) 
Deputy Director, Ethiopian Maritime Affairs Authority
Class of 2011
Capt. Gabriel Abad (Ecuador)
Commanding Officer, 
Ecuadorian Research Vessel “Orion”
Mr. Kenroy Simmons (Antigua & Barbuda)
Legal Research Officer/Deputy Registrar, 
Marine Services & Merchant Shipping Department
Mr. Jorge Humberto Jaimes Tellez (Mexico)
Technical Secretary, Ports and Merchant Marine 
Legislative Commission, Chambers of Representative
Mr. Sonny Erekosima (Nigeria) 
Head, Cabotage Department, Nigeria Maritime 
and Safety Authority (NIMASA)
Dr. Buba Bojang (the Gambia) 
Lecturer, IMLI
Class of 2012
Ms. Victorina Hesti Dewayani (Indonesia) 
Counsellor (Consular Affairs), Indonesian Embassy, 
Kuala Lumpur
Mr. Nya S. Gbaintor (Libera) 
Director, Administration of the Liberia Maritime 
Authority 
Mr. Alberto Jose Martinez Salinas (Mexico)
Technical Attache, Mexico Delegation to IMO
Ms. Ramat Jaraie Angelica Jalloh (Sierra Leone)    
Lecturer, IMLI 
Class of 2014
Mr. Ivane Abashidze (Georgia)                         
Head of Legal and International Relations Department, 
Maritime Transport Agency, Georgia 
Cdr. William Woityra (the United States)
Chief Commander, Polar 
and Domestic Icebreaking Division, 
US Coast Guard 
Class of 2015
Ms. Mavis E. V. Joseph (Fiji) 
Chairperson of the Pacific Women in Maritime 
Association (PacWIMA)
Mr. Warnakulasuriya Nuwan Peiris (Sri Lanka)
State Counsel, Attorney General’s Department
Class of 2016
Mr. Marko Bazlyankov (Bulgaria)
In-house lawyer (Senior Expert), 
Bulgarian Maritime Administration.
Ms. Joy Asanga (Nigeria) 
Legal Officer, Lagos Deep Offshore Logistics Base
Class of 2017
Ms. Rozelin Rochette (the Philippines)
Attache at the Permanent Mission of the Republic of 
the Philippines to the United Nations
Lt. Liliana Diaz Medina (Mexico) 
Head of Department of National Affairs, 
Mexican Navy
Mariam Mgeladze (Georgia) 
Teaching University, Batumi State Maritime Academy/
Lecturer of Transport Law, Maritime Law 
and Maritime Conventional Law

* Includes students that were awarded the Degree of Master of Humanities in International Maritime 
Legislation and a Diploma in International Maritime Law
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SPONSORED STUDENTS - ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-2018

IMO Fellows The Nippon Foundation Fellows

Lloyd’s Register Foundation Fellows ITF Seafarers’ Trust Fellows Republic of Korea Fellows

WORKSHOPS AND SEMINAR 2017-2018

Session of the International Workshop on Human Rights and the Law of the Sea
The IMO International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI), in conjunction with the Stockton 
Center for International Law, U.S. Naval War College held a two-day international 
workshop on “Human Rights and the Law of the Sea” at IMLI, 13-14 February 2018. 
The workshop was an opportunity to broaden the participants’ understanding of the 
relationship between two important bodies of law: the international law of the sea 
and the law of human rights.
Professor David Attard, together with Professor James Kraska, Chairman of the Stockton 
Center and other experts from various reputable universities worldwide discussed 
the legal aspects of the most pressing issues in human rights and the law of the sea, 
including: responses to irregular maritime migration, maritime piracy, IUU fishing, 
and standards for the use of force at sea. 

Resource persons and participants of the IMO, IMLI and WMU Seminar on 
Maritime Transport Policy
IMLI, in conjunction with the International Maritime Organization and the World 
Maritime University, held a seminar on “Maritime Transport Policy” at IMLI for 
the second consecutive year on 15 and 16 February 2018. Mr. Jonathan Pace (Head, 
Programme Management and Maritime Transport Policy, Technical Cooperation 
Division, IMO) and Dr. George Theocharidis (Associate Professor of Maritime Law & 
Policy, World Maritime University) delivered the Seminar.
The aim of the Seminar was to promote the concept of maritime transport policy and to 
provide the necessary tools for the preparation and implementation of national maritime 
transport policy.

Professor Attard delivering his welcome address to the Workshop on Marine 
Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ)
IMLI, in collaboration with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Trade Promotion of 
Malta (MFTP), held a workshop on Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond 
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) on 29 May 2018 at the IMLI premises. 
The workshop resulted from the combined ideas and efforts of Professor Attard and Ms. 
Carmen Mifsud (a Senior Environment Protection Officer and visiting lecturer on marine 
issues and Ocean Governance at the University of Malta). Its purpose was to generate a 
stronger understanding of the upcoming internationally legally binding instrument on the 
conservation and sustainable use of BBNJ under UNCLOS.
The workshop was opened by the Honourable Carmelo Abela (Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Promotion of Malta) and the closing remarks were delivered by the Honourable 
Jose Herrera (Minister for the Environment, Sustainable Development and Climate Change).



Cdr. Wellington Nogueira Camacho from Brasil (Class 2012-2013), 
Lt. Liliana Díaz Medina from Mexico (Class 2016-2017), S.P. Paula Beatriz Grillo 
from Argentina (Class 2005-2006) and JT. Carolina Riesco Fuenzalida from Chile 

(Class 2009-2010), Lt. Florencia Otero from Argentina (Class  2015-2016), 
LCdr. Guillermo Anibal Fonseca Atrio from Agentina (Class 2015-2016) 

Her Excellency, Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, President of Malta 
and Professor David Attard (Director, IMLI) with the IMLI Class of 2017-2018

Professor David Attard with the IMLI graduates representing their countries 
at the Legal Committee Meeting, IMO, London

Mr. Kitack Lim (Secretary-General, IMO) and Professor David Attard 
(Director, IMLI) with the Mexico-IMLI graduates in Veracruz, Mexico

Mr. Kitack Lim (Secretary-General, IMO), Professor David Attard (Director, IMLI) 
and the IMLI graduates of 2016-2017 at the IMO

Professor David Attard, Mr. Mitsuyuki Unno (Executive Director, The Nippon 
Foundation) and the Nippon Foundation Fellows of 2017-2018

The Honourable Dr. Ian Borg (Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Capital Projects 
of Malta) and Professor David Attard (Director, IMLI) with the IMLI Class of 2017-2018

Professor David Attard (Director, IMLI) meeting Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
at the IMO

Mr. Jim Harrison addressing the IMLI graduates of 2015-2016 during the field trip 
to the Lloyd’s Register Foundation (LRF)

IMLI: A SMALL INSTITUTION WITH A GLOBAL MISSION



LL.M. PROGRAMME
Ms. Nicole Dannielle Martin  (Antigua and Barbuda)
 Consultant, Department of Marine Services and Merchant Shipping.
 “Regulatory and Investor-State Dispute Settlement Considerations for the Blue Economy: 

Lessons for Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Antigua and Barbuda”*
 “Regulations to Incorporate the 1996 London Protocol on the Prevention of Marine 

Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and other Matter into the Laws of Antigua and Barbuda”**
Ms. Aynur Jafarova  (Azerbaijan)
	 Legal	 Officer,	 Law,	 Human	 Resources	 and	 International	 Relations	 Department,	 State	

Maritime Administration
 “A Legal Analysis of the Carrier’s Liability for Loss of and Damage to Goods: From 

Hague	Rules	to	Rotterdam	Rules”*
 “A Law to Incorporate the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 (as amended)  into the Laws 

of the Republic of Azerbaijan and to Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**
Ms. Morlette L. Johnson  (the Bahamas)
	 Senior	Counsel	and	Attorney-at-Law,	Office	of	the	Attorney-General
 “An Analysis of the Effectiveness of the Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, 

Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing”*
	 “Control	of	Harmful	Anti-Fouling	Systems	on	Ships	Act,	2018”**
Mr. Eduardo Vettoretti Vazquez  (Brazil)
 Legal Assistant, M. Reale Solicitors
 “A Legal Analysis of Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims in the Brazilian 

Legislation”*
 “A Law to Incorporate the 1996 Protocol to Amend the Convention on the Limitation 

of Liability for Maritime Claims, 1976 into the Laws of Brazil and to Provide for the 
Effective Implementation Thereof”**

Ms. Julia Emilia Palkonyay  (Canada)
 Law Graduate
 “Governance and Maritime Delimitation in the Arctic: A Canadian Perspective”*
 “Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention Amendment Act”**
Mr. Bin Zhao  (China)
 Research Assistant, Centre for the Law of the Sea, Tsinghua University
 “Disputes Concerning Oil and Gas Development Activities Pending Delimitation: The 

Interpretation	and	Application	of	Article	83(3)	of	UNCLOS”**
 “A Law to Incorporate the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic 

Treaty into the Laws of the People’s Republic of China and to Provide for the Effective 
Implementation Thereof”**

Ms. Eli Berlan  (Croatia)
 Lawyer, Ministry of the Sea, Transport and Infrastructure
	 “A	Legal	Analysis	of	the	Human	Element	in	International	Maritime	Regulations	relating	to	

Ship Safety: Unmanned Vessels – Are Seafarers Indispensable?”*
 “Subsidiary Legislation to Amend Regulation on Ballast Water Management and 

Supervision, 2012 to Provide for the Effective Implementation of the International 
Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments of 
2004 in the Laws of the Republic of Croatia”**

Ms. Aya Kamal Ibrahim  (Egypt)
 Junior Legal Advisor, International Legal Affairs and Treaties Department, Ministry for 

Foreign Affairs
 “An Analysis of the Legal Challenges in the Prosecution of Pirates”*
	 “A	Law	to	Incorporate	the	Nairobi	International	Convention	on	the	Removal	of	Wrecks,	

2007 into the Laws of Egypt and to Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**
Mr. Yosef Kuma Senbeta  (Ethiopia)
 Legal Expert, Ethiopian Maritime Authority
 “Inland Waterways under Ethiopian Law: A Comparative Analysis with the International 

Maritime Safety Standards and the IMO Model Safety Regulations for Inland Waterways 
in Africa”*

 “A Law to Incorporate the Convention on Safe Containers, 1972 as Amended into the 
Laws of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and to Provide for the Effective 
Implementation Thereof”**

Ms. Isatou O. Njie  (the Gambia)
 Magistrate Class I
 “The Effects of Marine Pollution on Fisheries: A Critical Analysis of the Adequacy of the 

Marine Environmental Regime of the Gambia”*
 “A Law to Incorporate the International Convention on Arrest of Ships, 1999 into the Laws 

of the Gambia and to Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**
Ms. Thandi Rosalea McAllister  (Guyana)
	 Legal	Officer,	Maritime	Administration	Department
	 “Safety	of	Navigation	in	Offshore	Shipping:	A	Critical	Assessment	of	Guyana’s	Maritime	

Regulatory	Framework”*
 “An Act to Implement the International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, 

Response and Co-operation, 1990 (OPRC, 1990), and its Protocol on Preparedness 
Response	and	Cooperation	to	Pollution	Incidents	by	Hazardous	and	Noxious	Substances,	
2000	 (OPRC-HNS	 Protocol,	 2000)	 into	 the	 Laws	 of	 the	 Co-operative	 Republic	 of	
Guyana”**

Ms. Donnette Odessa Streete  (Guyana)
	 Senior	Foreign	Service	Officer	1,	Ministry	for	Foreign	Affairs
 “The Role of the Ecosystem Approach in the Management of Marine Living Resources in 

Guyana”*
	 “Maritime	Zones	(Marine	Scientific	Research)	Regulations”**
Ms. Sindhura Polepalli  (India)
 Legal Intern, Supreme Court of India
 “Floating Armouries and Privately Contracted Armed Security Personnel on Board Ships: 

Balancing	Coastal	State	Security	Concerns	and	Freedom	of	Navigation”*
 “Rules to Incorporate the 1996 Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Marine 

Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and other Matter, 1972 into the Laws of India”**
Mr. Omkar Kedar Pradhan  (India)
	 Ship	Broker,	McQuilling	Shipping	Services	Pvt.	Ltd
 “Adopting Equitable Maritime Boundary Delimitation in International Law: India’s 

Approach	amongst	its	Neighbours”*
 “A Subsidiary Legislation to Implement the Protocol on Preparedness, Response and Co-

operation	 to	 Pollution	 Incidents	 by	Hazardous	 and	Noxious	 Substances,	 2000	 (OPRC-
HNS	Protocol)	into	the	Domestic	Legal	and	Maritime	Disaster	Preparedness	Framework	
of India”**

Mr. Bonor Samuel Charles  (Indonesia)
	 Legal	Officer,	Indonesian	Classification	Bureau
	 “A	Legal	Analysis	Concerning	Bunkering	Activities	in	the	Exclusive	Economic	Zone”*
 “A Regulation to Incorporate the International Convention for the Control and Management 

of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 into the Laws of Indonesia and to Provide for 
the Effective Implementation Thereof”**

Mr. Federico De Marco  (Italy)
 Legal Trainee
 “Migrant Smuggling as a Criminal Use of the Sea: Domestic and Regional Countermeasures 

in	the	Mediterranean	and	the	Need	for	New	Responses”*
 “A Law to Incorporate the International Convention on Arrest of Ships, 1999 into the Laws 

of the Republic of Italy and to Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**
Mr. Jermaine Anthony Reid  (Jamaica)
 Attorney-at-Law
 “Measures Jamaica can Adopt to Eradicate the Attachment of Drug Canisters to Ship 

Hulls”*
	 “An	Act	to	Incorporate	the	Nairobi	International	Convention	on	the	Removal	of	Wrecks,	

2007 into the Laws of Jamaica, and to Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**
Mr. Abdel Majid Al-Adwan  (Jordan)
	 Head	of	Agreements	Division,	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs
 “A Legal Analysis of Marine Perils in Marine Insurance – A Jordanian Perspective”*
 “An Act to Incorporate the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the 

Safety	of	Maritime	Navigation	1998	as	Amended	by	the	2005	Protocol	Thereto	into	the	
Laws of Jordan and to Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof “**

Ms. Jackline Jebiwott Kibet  (Kenya)
 Legal Assistant, Kenya Maritime Authority
 “The Integrated Maritime Transport Corridor Project and its Impact on the Marine 

Environment: An Analysis of the Lamu Port South Sudan Ethiopia Transport (LAPSSET) 
Corridor Project”*

	 “The	Merchant	Shipping	(Oil	and	Hazardous	Noxious	Substances	Preparedness,	Response	
and	Co-operation)	Regulations,	2018”**

Ms. Lillian Wambui Waweru  (Kenya)
 Legal Intern, Marine Insurance Company
 “A Critical Analysis of the ITLOS Decision in Ghana v. Cote D’ivore: Lessons for Kenya 

in Resolution of the Maritime Boundary Dispute between Kenya and Somalia”*
	 “Merchant	Shipping	(Occupational	Health	and	Safety)	Regulations,	2018”**

LIST OF STUDENTS’ RESEARCH PROJECTS
ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 – 2018

*Dissertation
**Drafting Project

***Research Project



Ms. Mariyam Shaany  (Maldives)
 State Attorney
 “International Maritime Labour Standards and their Effective Implementation in Maldives: 

A Critical Legal Analysis”*
	 “Maritime	Labour	(Conditions	of	Seafarer’s	Employment)	Regulations,	2018”**
Dr. Saman Bugeja  (Malta)
 Trainee Advocate, Ganado Advocates
	 “The	Recognition	of	a	Judicial	Sale	of	a	Ship	on	a	Cross-Border	Basis:	A	Case	for	the	Need	

of an International Convention”*
	 “The	Merchant	Shipping	(Safety	of	Fishing	Vessels)	Regulations,	2018”**
Dr. Andrew Massa  (Malta)
 Advocate
 “A Critical Analysis of Shipper’s Rights and Obligations in International Carriage of 

Goods by Sea: A Maltese Perspective”*
	 “Vessel	Traffic	Monitoring	and	Reporting	Requirements	(Amendment)	Regulations”**
Dr. Sarah Spiteri  (Malta)
 Advocate
	 “An	 Analysis	 of	 the	 Concept	 of	 Disembarkation	 of	 Migrants	 Rescued	 at	 Sea	 under	

International Law”*
	 “A	Law	to	Implement	Regulation	EC	1005/2008	into	the	Laws	of	Malta”**
Lt. Alvaro Martin Aguilar Segura  (Mexico)
	 Lieutenant,	Mexican	Navy	Legal	Service
	 “A	Case	for	a	Harmonized	Legal	Regime	Regulating	the	Environmental	Impacts	of	Ship	

Construction and Ship Recycling”**
	 “A	 Law	 to	 Incorporate	 the	 Hong	 Kong	 International	 Convention	 for	 the	 Safe	 and	

Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009 into the Laws of the Mexico and to 
Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**

Lt. Rodrigo Zalce Benítez  (Mexico)
	 Legal	Officer,	Mexican	Navy
	 “The	Role	 of	 the	Mexican	Navy	 in	 the	 Performance	 of	 its	Organic	Attributions	 as	 the	

National	Maritime	Authority	 for	 the	Protection	 of	 the	Marine	Environment	 in	Mexico,	
with Special Emphasis on Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)”*

	 “A	Law	to	Incorporate	the	Nairobi	International	Convention	on	the	Removal	of	Wrecks,	
2007 into the Laws of Mexico, and to Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**

Ms. Veronika N. Halwoodi  (Namibia)
	 Chief	Legal	Officer,	Office	of	the	Attorney	General
	 “Protection	of	Marine	Environment	from	Seabed	Activities:	Namibia’s	Phosphate	Prospect”*
	 “Namibian	Maritime	and	Aeronautical	Search	and	Rescue	Act	No.___	of	2018”**
Ms. Olabisi Oluwatoyin George  (Nigeria)
	 Legal	Officer,	Nigeria	Maritime	and	Safety	Administration
 “The Effective Implementation of Port State Control: An Analysis of Port State Control in 

Nigeria”*
 “Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour Convention, Financial Security System for 

Seafarers)	Regulations	2018”**
Ms. Debbie Larissa Moreno Yuen  (Panama)
	 Legal	Officer,	General	Directorate	of	Seafarers,	Panama	Maritime	Authority
	 “Maritime	 Labour	 Jurisdiction	 in	 Panama:	 The	 Need	 to	 Establish	 Maritime	 Labour	

Tribunals for the Effective Guarantee of Rights and Obligations in the Relationships 
between Shipowners and Seafarers on Board Panamanian Flagged Vessels”*

	 “A	Law	to	Incorporate	the	International	Convention	on	Salvage,	1989	into	the	Laws	of	the	
Republic of Panama and to Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**

Ms. Stefanie Lauren Saval Cavalli  (Panama)
	 Legal	Officer,	General	Directorate	of	Seafarers,	Panama	Maritime	Authority
 “Abandonment of Seafarers: A Critical Analysis of the Adequacy of the 2014 Amendments 

to the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, in Addressing the Problem - A Panamanian 
Perspective”*

	 “Law	 No.	 ##	 of	 2018,	Whereby	 the	 Law	 No.	 8	 of	 March	 30,	 1982,	 is	Amended,	 to	
Incorporate the 1996 International Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime 
Claims, as Amended”**

Lt. Mary Leizl Cerbas Barbero  (the Philippines)
	 Legal	Officer,	Philippine	Coast	Guard
 “Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships: The Philippine Perspective”*
	 “Maritime	Zones	Act,	2018”**

Ms. Eusebia A. Cadlum-Boco  (the Philippines)
 Attorney IV, Maritime Industry Authority
 “A Critical Analysis of the Liability Regime for Marine Pollution from Land-Based 

Mining Activities”*
 “An Act to Incorporate the International Convention for the Control and Management of 

Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments of 2004 into the Laws of the Philippines and to Provide 
for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**

Mr. Ezekiel Brima Kargbo  (Sierra Leone)
	 Legal	Officer,	Sierra	Leone	Maritime	Administration
	 “An	Examination	of	the	Law	Relating	to	the	Working	Conditions	of	Seafarers	in	Sierra	

Leone”*
	 “The	Ballast	Water	Management	and	Control	Act	2018”**
Ms. Sabina Dolic  (Slovenia)
 Senior Ombudsman Adviser
	 “Ensuring	Adequate	and	Effective	Implementation	of	the	United	Nations	Convention	on	

the	Law	of	the	Sea	Regime	on	Marine	Scientific	Research	–	A	Slovenian	Perspective”*
	 “A	Law	to	Incorporate	the	Nairobi	International	Convention	on	the	Removal	of	Wrecks,	

2007, into the Laws of the Republic of Slovenia and to Provide for the Effective 
Implementation Thereof”**

Ms. Lavinia Joycelina Fineanganofo  (Solomon Islands)
	 Senior	Legal	Officer,	Office	of	the	Director	of	Public	Prosecutions
	 “A	Legal	Analysis	on	the	Need	to	Implement	the	International	Safety	Management	(ISM)	

Code in the Solomon Islan ds”*
 “Shipping (Safety Management System) Regulations”**
Lt. Cdr. Chathurika Jayamini Ketipe Arachchige  (Sri	Lanka)
	 Acting	Senior	Staff	Officer,	Legal	Services	(General),	Sri	Lankan	Navy
	 “Towards	a	More	Effective	Anti-Drug	Trafficking	Mechanism	in	the	Sri	Lankan	Waters:	

Enhancing	the	Role	of	the	Sri	Lanka	Navy”*
 “Merchant Shipping (Standards of Seafarers’ Accommodation and Recreational Facilities) 

Regulation	No.	___	of	2018”**
Ms. Alaa Mohamed Abdalla Hamza  (the Sudan)
 Legal Counsel, Ministry of Justice
	 “Human	Rights	at	Sea:	The	Responsibilities	of	the	Flag	State	and	Other	States”*
	 “An	Act	to	Incorporate	Certain	Provisions	of	the	United	Nations	Convention	on	the	Law	

of	the	Sea	1982	relating	to	the	Maritime	Zones	into	the	Laws	of	the	Sudan”**
Mr. Juma Saleh Seif  (the United Republic of Tanzania)
 Chief Legal Advisor, Special Anti-smuggling Unit
 “A Legal Analysis of Law Governing the Search and Rescue in Zanzibar, Tanzania”*
 “A Subsidiary Legislation to Incorporate the International Convention on Maritime 

Search and Rescue into the Laws of Zanzibar, Tanzania and to Provide for the Effective 
Implementation Thereof”**

Mr. Watchara Chiemanukulkit  (Thailand)
	 Foreign	Relations	Officer,	Marine	Department
 “Legislative Techniques for the Implementation of IMO Instruments into Domestic 

Legislation”*
 “An Act to Incorporate the Protocol of 1996 to the Convention on Limitation of Liability 

for	Maritime	Claims,	1976	as	 amended	by	 resolution	LEG.5	 (99)	 into	 the	Laws	of	 the	
Kingdom of Thailand and to Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**

Ms. Christine Alokit Owait  (Uganda)
 Programme Coordinator, Foundation for Open Development
 “An Assessment of the Adequacy of the Legal Safeguards against Marine Pollution on 

Lake	Victoria:	A	Ugandan	Perspective”*
 “An Act to Incorporate the 1996 Protocol to the 1972 London Convention on the 

Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and other Matter into the Laws of 
the Republic of Uganda”**

Ms. María Victoria Zorrilla Ferrés  (Uruguay)
 Legal Adviser, Uruguayan Coast Guard
 “Unmanned Ships and Pilotage - Where is the Pilot?”*
	 “A	Law	 to	 Incorporate	 the	 International	 Convention	 on	Civil	 Liability	 for	 Bunker	Oil	

Pollution Damage, 2001 into the Laws of Uruguay and to Provide for the Effective 
Implementation Thereof”**

Ms. Viet Ha Trinh  (Vietnam)
	 Executive,	Legislation	Department,	Vietnam	National	Shipping	Lines
 “Arrest of Sister Ships and Associated Ships: A Vietnamese Perspective”*

 “A Law to Incorporate the International Convention for the Control and Management 
of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004 into the Laws of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam and to Provide for the Effective Implementation Thereof”**

M.HUM. PROGRAMME
Mr. Vannara Ros  (Cambodia)
 Staff, Shipping and Freight forwarding Agency
 “An Assessment of the Legal Regime for the Prevention of Marine Pollution during Island 

Development in Cambodia and an Action Plan for the Way Forward (The Rong Island 
Perspective)”***

	 “The	Control	of	Harmful	Anti-Fouling	Systems	on	Ships	Act,	2018”**
Mr. Raymond Sarr  (the Gambia)
	 Head	of	the	Human	Resources	Department,	Gambia	Maritime	Administration
	 “An	Assessment	of	Gambian	National	Laws	on	the	Prevention	of	Pollution	from	Ships:	

Proposals	for	the	Development	of	National	Legislation	for	the	Effective	Implementation	
of the MARPOL Convention (Annex I and II)”***

	 “A	 Law	 to	 Incorporate	 the	 International	 Convention	 on	 the	 Control	 of	 Harmful	Anti-
Fouling Systems on Ships, 2001 into the Laws of the Gambia”**

Mr. Mohd Hazwan Din Bin Hashim  (Malaysia)
	 Marine	Officer,	Safety	Navigation	Division,	Marine	Department	of	Malaysia
 “Preparing for the IMO Member State Audit Scheme: Proposals for the Development of 

National	Rules	and	Arrangements	for	Effective	Flag	State	Implementation	and	Port	State	
Control”***

	 “Merchant	 Shipping	 Notice	 XX/2018	 on	 the	 Implementation	 of	 the	 International	
Convention for the Control and Management of Ship’s Ballast Water and Sediments 
2004”**

Mr. Gar Mani  (Myanmar)
	 Administrative	Officer,	Department	of	Marine	Administration
	 “Assessing	Myanmar’s	National	Laws	on	Ship	Source	Marine	Pollution	and	Presenting	a	

Roadmap for the Effective Implementation of the MARPOL Convention”***
 “An Act to Incorporate the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from 

Ships	1973/1978	into	the	Laws	of	Myanmar”**
Ms. Agnes Gaotee  (Solomon Islands)
	 Human	Resources	Manager,	National	Fisheries	Development	Ltd.
 “Education and Training: A Comparative Assessment of Solomon Islands Standards of 

Training,	Certification	and	Watchkeeping	of	Seafarers	(STCW)	2010:	Capacity	Building,	
Transitioning and Enforcement Impact on Solomon Islands Maritime Industry”***

 “A Subsidiary Legislation to Incorporate the International Convention on Standards of 
Training,	Certification	and	Watchkeeping	for	Fishing	Vessel	Personnel	(STCW-F),	1995	
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