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PROGRAMME
 Procession: Faculty and Class of 2019
 
 Welcoming Address: Professor David J. Attard
  Director, IMLI
 
 Graduation Address: Mr. Kitack Lim
  Secretary-General, IMO, and Chairman, IMLI Governing Board
 
 Valedictory Address: Ms. Barbara Ujlaki, on behalf of the students
 
 Presentation of Candidates: Ms. Elda Kazara-Belja
  Lecturer, IMLI
                                  
 Conferment of Degrees: Professor David J. Attard
                                  
 Presentation of Prizes: IMO Secretary-General’s Prize for Best Dissertation
  Professor Walter Müller Prize for the Best Maritime Legislation Drafting Project
  Maltese Government Prize for Best Performance in the Law of the Sea 
  Transport Malta Prize for Best Performance in Shipping Law
  Sasakawa Prize for the Best Performing Nippon Foundation Scholar 
  LRF Prize for the Best Performing Lloyd’s Register Foundation Scholar
	 	 Dr.	Kofi	Mbiah’s	Prize	for	the	Best	Performing	African	Scholar
  ITF Seafarers’ Trust Prize on Seafarer’s Law
  Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport Malta Branch Prize for Best Performance in Maritime   
  Transport Law 
  REMPEC Marine Environment Law Prize
  The CMI Prize for Best Overall Performance
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It is my pleasure to congratulate the Class of 2019 on its graduation from this unique institution.
This is also a special year for IMLI and I wish to join you in commemorating IMLI’s 30 years of existence during which 

time the Institute has undergone substantial growth to become an internationally recognized center of excellence. You are joining 
the ranks of a formidable network of over 1000 graduates from over 146 States and territories worldwide and are now part of this 
celebrated body of maritime professionals who are being relied upon by their governments and the maritime industry for sound 
maritime legal advice.

At IMO, we take great pride in IMLI’s achievements. Since the Institute’s inception, the Organization has attached 
enormous value to the education and training of maritime professionals, especially from developing countries. The quality training 
offered at the Institute has helped developing countries take their rightful positions and play their part in international maritime 
affairs. The education provided by IMLI has ensured that IMO Member States have the legal expertise required for the incorporation 
and effective implementation of international maritime conventions in their countries. Indeed, I cannot stress enough how vital IMLI 
has become in the work of IMO and the achievement of its technical cooperation programme. The Institute, through its training and 
research, is contributing to the advancement of the goals and objectives of the Member States of IMO and to the capacity-building 
of nations around the world. 

The Class of 2019 bears witness to IMLI’s efforts to ensure that inclusive and equitable education is available to developed 
and developing countries, nations with longstanding maritime traditions and landlocked States who actively participate in maritime 
affairs and promote their interests in shipping and law of the sea matters.

Moreover, the large participation of deserving female professionals in IMLI’s courses is thanks to the Institute’s long-
standing	policy	to	reserve	50	per	cent	of	the	places	for	suitably	qualified	female	candidates.	This	policy	has	empowered	female	
professionals to become part of the maritime industry and leave their indelible mark in both the academic and shipping world. In 
line with Sustainable Development Goal 5, IMLI’s strides for furthering female representation have contributed to the promotion 
of gender equality in these arenas. I note with pride that many of the Institute’s female alumnae are highly regarded in the maritime 
world and are playing a vital role in ensuring the ongoing success of the maritime sector.

The realization of the Sustainable Development Goals, however, does not only fall on the shoulders of international 
institutions, such as IMLI. These goals are for everyone, including you, the graduates. Whether you are called to serve in your 
government administrations, commercial industries, or at international organizations, these goals must be kept in mind when you 
discharge your responsibilities in decision-making roles. Whilst, the Institute has equipped you with the knowledge and skills to draft 
national maritime policies and laws to implement IMO treaties, which aim to ensure better shipping for a better future for all, you 
will	influence	the	very	foundation	which	enables	safe	and	secure	shipping	to	grow	and	drive	the	economies	of	both	developing	and	
developed countries within a rapidly changing world. These are responsibilities to take seriously indeed. 

The	fulfillment	of	IMLI’s	mission	over	the	last	three	decades	has	been	made	possible	by	the	generous	and	enthusiastic	support	of	friends,	donors	and	stakeholders.	Whereas	the	Government	
of Malta and IMO made the Institute’s creation and its growth possible, the Institute has been supported over the years by numerous donors and Governments, the industry and non-governmental 
organizations. Our appreciation for this support is absolute.  

The sterling work of the Institute’s Governing Bodies and the dedication of Professor David Attard and all the IMLI staff who have shown commitment to the education and welfare of the 
students,	have	enabled	the	Institute	to	achieve	the	highest	academic	standards	and	generate	a	cadre	of	high-level	managers,	policy-makers	and	other	key	personnel	for	the	fulfilment	of	the	objectives	
of IMO. 

I wish to, once again, congratulate the Class of 2019.  I wish all the graduates every success, and look forward to meeting many of you again, in your professional capacity  
in the coming years. 

Congratulations!

A MESSAGE FROM MR. KITACK LIM
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF IMO AND CHAIRMAN OF THE IMLI GOVERNING BOARD

Mr. Kitack Lim
Secretary-General, IMO

Chairman, IMLI Governing Board 
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IMLI GOVERNING BOARD
Chairman:
Mr. Kitack Lim Secretary-General, IMO
Members:
Professor D.J. Attard Director, IMLI
Dr. P. Boisson Legal Consultant to Bureau Veritas, Paris
Dr. R. Dürler Head, Swiss Maritime Navigation Office
Dr. P. Griggs, CBE Former President, Comité Maritime International 
Mr. J. Harrison  Former Group Legal Director, Lloyd’s Register
Prof. A. Kanehara Professor, Sophia University, Japan
Ms. N. Karigithu Principal Secretary, Shipping and Maritime Affairs, Kenya
Mr. L. Mbanefo Vice-President, Nigerian Maritime Law Association
Dr. E.K. Mbiah Past Chairman, Legal Committee, IMO
Professor Dr. M. Pavliha Vice-Dean for Research and Development and Head of Law   
 Department, Faculty of Maritime Studies and Transportation,   
 University of Ljubljana
Ambassador V. Camilleri Permanent Representative of Malta to IMO
Mr. N. Charalambous Director, Technical Cooperation Division, International Maritime   
 Organization
Members Emeriti:
Mr. K. Sekimizu Secretary-General Emeritus, IMO
Mr. E.E. Mitropoulos Secretary-General Emeritus, IMO
Mr. W.A. O’Neil Secretary-General Emeritus, IMO

FACULTY MEMBERS – ACADEMIC YEAR 2018 – 2019

Professor David J. Attard 
(Malta)
LL.D. (Malta)
D. Phil. (Oxon)
Advocate (Malta)
Barrister (London)
Director

Dr. Buba Bojang 
(the Gambia)
LL.B., B.L. (Nigeria)
LL.M (IMLI)
PhD (University of Aberdeen)
Barrister and Solicitor 
(Supreme Court of the Gambia) 
The Nippon Foundation 
Lecturer on Ocean 
Governance

Professor Dr. Norman 
Martinez (Honduras)
Lic. (Honduras)
LL.M. (IMLI)
Ph.D. (IMLI)
Advocate (Honduras)
Professor

Dr. Ángeles Jiménez 
García-Carriazo (Spain)
Lic.	(Universidad	Pontifica	
Comillas, Spain)
LL.M. (Université Libre de 
Bruxelles, Belgium)
Ph.D. (Universidad de Jaen, 
Spain)
Advocate (Spain)
The Nippon Foundation 
Lecturer in International 
Maritime Law

Ms. Elda Kazara-Belja 
(Albania)
Jurist (Greece)
LL.M. (IMLI)
Lecturer

Mr. Sanjeet Ruhal (India)
LL.B. (India)
LL.M. (New Delhi)
The Nippon Foundation 
Lecturer on International 
Maritime Security Law

Ms.	Sabina	Dolić	
(Slovenia)
LL.B. (Slovenia)
LL.M. (IMLI, Malta)
Lawyer (Slovenia)  
Lecturer

Professor Malgosia 
Fitzmaurice 
(the United Kingdom/Poland)
LL.B. (University of Warsaw)
LL.M. (University of Warsaw)
Ph.D. ((University of Warsaw)
The Nippon Foundation 
Professor on Marine 
Environmental Law

IMLI COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL 
AND PERSONNEL MATTERS

 
Chairman:
Mr. J. Harrison Former Group Legal Director, Lloyd’s Register

Members:
Professor D.J. Attard  Director, IMLI
Dr. P. Boisson Legal Consultant to Bureau Veritas, Paris
Mr. J. J. Shiundu Acting Director, Technical Cooperation Division, IMO
Dr. R. Dürler Head, Swiss Maritime Navigation Office

IMLI ACADEMIC COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Professor D.J. Attard Director, IMLI
Members:
Dr. P. Griggs, CBE Former President, Comité Maritime International
Rear Admiral F. J. Kenney Jr. Director, Legal Affairs and External Relations Division, IMO
Dr. E. K. Mbiah Past Chairman, Legal Committee, IMO
Professor Dr. M. Pavliha Vice-Dean for Research and Development and Head of Law   
 Department, Faculty of Maritime Studies and Transportation,   
 University of Ljubljana
Professor F.L. Wiswall Jr. Vice-President (Honoris Causa), Comité Maritime International
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SELECTED IMLI ACHIEVEMENTS Albania 2
Algeria 13
Angola 15
Antigua and Barbuda 3
Argentina 5
Azerbaijan 6
Bahamas (the) 8
Bahrain 3
Bangladesh 10
Barbados 3
Belize 1
Benin 1
Bolivia 1
Bosnia and Herzegovina 1
Brazil  10
Bulgaria 5
Burundi 1
Cambodia 1
Cameroon 4
Cape Verde 2
Canada 1
China 17
Chile 2
Colombia 5
Comoros (the) 2
Congo (the) 2
Cook Islands 1
Costa Rica 1
Côte d’Ivoire 1
Croatia 4
Cuba 1
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (the)  8
Dominica 5
Dominican Republic (the) 2
Ecuador 3
Egypt 7
Eritrea 3
Estonia 1
Ethiopia 11
Fiji 5
France 1
Gambia (the) 8
Georgia 12
Germany 3
Ghana 19
Greece 3
Grenada 2
Guatemala 2
Guyana 4
Haiti 1
Honduras 7
India 13
Indonesia 10
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 8
Iraq 1
Israel 1
Italy  5
Jamaica 9
Japan 2
Jordan 5
Kazakhstan 3
Kenya 21
Kiribas 1
Latvia 7
Lebanon 3
Lesotho 1
Liberia 5
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (the) 4

795 MASTER’S GRADUATES (1989 – 2018)*
Lithuania 6
Madagascar 7
Malawi 4
Malaysia 5
Maldives 11
Malta 81
Marshall Islands (the) 2
Mauritania 1
Mauritius 5
Mexico 9
Mongolia 2
Montenegro 2
Morocco 2
Mozambique 7
Myanmar 7
Namibia 3
New Zealand 1
Nicaragua 2
Nigeria 75
Niue 1
Norway 1
Oman 1
Pakistan 9
Panama 4
Papua New Guinea 4
Peru 7
Philippines (the) 23
Poland 2
Portugal 1
Russian Federation (the) 6
Saint Kitts and Nevis 3
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 3
Samoa  6
Saudi Arabia 8
Senegal 2
Serbia 2
Seychelles 6
Sierra Leone  10
Slovenia  5
Solomon Islands 4
South Africa 6
Spain 1
Sri Lanka 16
Sudan (the) 5
Suriname 3
Switzerland 2
Syrian Arab Republic (the) 1
Thailand 7
Togo 2
Tonga 1
Trinidad and Tobago 7
Tunisia 2
Turkey 8
Turkmenistan 1
Tuvalu 3
Uganda 4
Ukraine 6
United Kingdom (the) 1
United Republic of Tanzania (the) 14
United States of America (the) 4
Uruguay  3
Vanuatu 2
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)  2
Viet Nam  6
Yemen 2
Zambia 4
Zimbabwe  1
Hong Kong, China  1
Palestine 1

Class of 1990
Mr. Fred Amoa (Samoa)
President, Pacific International Maritime 
Law Association
Prof. Kevin Aquilina (Malta)
Dean, Faculty of Laws, University of Malta
Lt. Commander Muhammed Yar Lak 

(Pakistan)
Deputy Judge Advocate General, Pakistan
Class of 1991
Ms. Fatou Bensouda (Gambia, the)
Prosecutor, International Criminal Court
Hon. George Dulu (Kenya)
Judge, High Court of Kenya
Dr. Emmanuel Kofi Mbiah (Ghana)
Past Chairman, IMO Legal Committee
Hon. Pemamiththa A. Ratnayeke (Sri 
Lanka)
Judge, Supreme Court
Ms. Miriam Samaru (Trinidad and 
Tobago)
Principal, Hugh Wooding Law School, 
Trinidad
Hon. Francisco A. Villarroel Rodriguez 
(Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela) 
National Maritime Judge, Titulary Member 
of the CMI 
and President, Venezuelan Maritime Law 
Association (2007-2010)
Class of 1992
Hon. Lucy A. Asuagbor (Cameroon)
Vice-President, Court of Appeal
Ms. Azuka Ogo (Nigeria)
Vice-Chairman, Executive Council, 
IOPC Fund
H.E. Gerald Zackios (Marshall Islands, 
the)
Ambassador, the Embassy of Marshall 
Islands in the United States 
and Former Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Kosi Latu (Samoa)
Deputy Director, Secretariat of the Pacific 
Regional Environment Programme (SREP)
Class of 1993
Ms. Sharon Rose (Bahamas, the)
Vice-President, BNP PARIBAS (Bahamas) 
Ltd
Mr. Bashir M. Abdullahi (Nigeria)
Assistant General Manager, Nigerian Ports 
Authority
Ms. Josephine Mallalieu (St. Kitts and 
Nevis)
Magistrate
Commander A. A. Zafar (Pakistan)
Senior Deputy Judge Advocate General
Class of 1994
Ms. Nancy Karigithu (Kenya)
Principal Secretary 
State Department of Shipping & Maritime 
Affairs, 
Government of Kenya
Mr. Ahmed Muizzu (Maldives)
Prosecutor General, Maldives
Atty. Virgilio Calag (the Philippines)
Director of the Legal Office, 
Maritime Industry Authority
Class of 1995
Hon. Ilkin Radjabov (Azerbaijan)
Judge, Absheron District Court
Ms. Cynthia Herbert Q.C. (Barbados)
Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel, 
Attorney General’s Chambers
 

Dr. Francesco Depasquale (Malta)
Magistrate, the Judiciary of Malta
Hon. Laila Medin Racina (Latvia)
Deputy Secretary of State, Ministry of 
Justice, Latvia. 
Class of 1996
Hon. Fielakepa Siosia Tupou Aleamotu’a 
(Tonga)
Lord Chamberlain of Palace Office, 
Kingdom of Tonga
Class of 1997
Mr. Ugnius Labutis (Lithuania)
Counsellor, the Embassy of Lithuania 
in Belarus 
Ms. Esmeralda Marques da Costa 
Mangueira
Chief, International Relations Department, 
Ministry of Justice
Mr. Ahmed Hamza (Maldives)
Member of Parliament & Deputy 
Managing Director, 
AAA & Trading Company Pvt. Ltd
Mr. George Tshatumbu (Namibia)
Deputy Director of Legal and International 
Maritime Matters, 
Ministry of Works, Transport and 
Communications
Mr. Fagaloa Tufuga (Samoa)
Regional Maritime Legal Officer, 
Regional Maritime Programme
Secretariat of the Pacific Community, Fiji
Class of 1998
Mr. Foli-Bazi Katari (Togo)
Head of Personnel Service, 
Autonome de Port of Lome
Class of 1999
Ms. Bo Chen (China)
Deputy Secretary-General, 
China Maritime Arbitration Commission
Ms. Evelina Baptiste (Dominica)
Chief Magistrate, Magistrates’ Court
Mr. Nikoloz Tsiklauri (Georgia)
Rector, Batumi State Maritime Academy
Hon. Abdullah Saeed (Maldives)
Supreme Court Judge, Maldives
Hon. Chris Cardona MP (Malta)  
Minister for the Economy, Investment 
and Small Business, Malta
Hon. Dr. Jacqueline Padovani Grima 
(Malta) 
Judge, Judiciary of Malta
Class of 2000
Ms. Dominika Lempicka (Poland)
IMO Consultant, Poland
Ms. Perline RAVONIARISOA 
(Lithuania)
Head, Legislation Division, Ministry of 
Transport 
and Meteorology
Mrs. Azara Al-Hassan Prempeh
Alternate Permanent Representative 
of Ghana to the IMO
Class of 2001
H.E. Sir Iakoba Italeli (Tuvalu)
Head of State, Tuvalu
Captain Reuben Lanfranco (Malta)
Director, Malta Maritime Institute
Class of 2002
Ms. Lydia Abela (Malta)
Secretary, Maltese Labour Party’s National 
Executive

Lt. Commander Syed Md. A. H. Gardezi 
(Pakistan)
Director, Pakistan Maritime Security 
Agency
Ms. Krittika Panprasert (Thailand)
Director, Legal Division, Foreign Affairs 
Unit, 
Legal Affairs Bureau
Hon. Sornchai Sirariyakul (Thailand)
Deputy Chief Judge, Central Intellectual 
Property & International Trade Court
Dr. Kamal Deen-Ali (Ghana) 
Executive Director of the Centre for 
Maritime Law 
and Security Africa
Class of 2003
Ms. Adriana Padovan (Croatia)
Research Associate, Adriatic Institute 
of the Croatian Academy 
of Sciences and Arts 
Mr. Arley Gill (Grenada)
Senator, National Parliament
Hon. Panya Dhanpaddamoangcoal 
(Thailand)
Chief Judge, Surin Provincial Court
Class of 2004
Mr. Gilberto Asuque (Philippines, the)
Assistant Secretary, Department of Foreign 
Affairs
Mr. Md. Alamgir Khan (Bangladesh)  
Director, Department of Shipping, 
Bangladesh
Class of 2005
Ms. Rusudan Tushuri (Georgia)
Deputy Head (Responsible for Maritime 
Transport), 
United Transport Administration
Lt. Commander Gianmatteo Breda 
(Italy)
Lecturer, International Law and Military 
Disciplinary Regulations, 
Naval Academy, Livorno
Mr. Ibrahima Sy (Senegal) 
General Secretary, Office of the President 
of the Republic
Mr. Joseph Pyawan (Papua New Guinea)
Maritime Standards and Compliance 
Manager, 
National Maritime Safety Authority
Atty. Josephine Uranza (the Philippines)
Corporate Secretary and Counsel, A. 
Magsaysay Group of Companies
Class of 2006
Mr. Cai Yongsheng (China)
Legal Officer, International Seabed 
Authority
Mr. Leo Tito Ausan Jr. (the Philippines)
Director, Legal Maritime Safety and 
Security Division, 
Department of Foreign Affairs
Ms. Dorota Lost-Sieminska (Poland)
Head, Legal Affairs Office, IMO
Hon. Riyaz Hamza (Sri Lanka) 
Puisne High Court Judge, High Court 
of Fiji.
Former Lecturer, IMO-IMLI
Class of 2007
Mr. Alberto Coelho Soares Ramos da 
Cruz (Angola)
Deputy Chief of Cabinet, Ministry of Justice
Ms. Raeefa Abdul Wahhaab (Maldives)
Registrar, High Court of Maldives
Hon. Filimon Manoni (Marshall Islands, 
the)

Attorney General, the Marshall Islands
Ms. Khin Thandar (Myanmar)
Deputy Director, International Law and 
Treaties Division, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Class of 2008
Mr. François Laurent (France)
Expert, Anti-Piracy Unit, Indian Ocean 
Commission
Mr. Lesther Antonio Ortega Lemus 
(Guatemala)
Minister Counsellor & Alternate Permanent 
Representative of Guatemala to IMO
Mr. Ananda Chandra Ojha (India)
Deputy Registrar, Armed Forces Tribunal, 
Kolkata Bench
Mrs. Rita Uzoamaka Egbuche (Nigeria) 
Assistant Director, Legal Services, 
Nigerian Maritime Administration and 
Safety Agency
Mr. Tahir Hadejia Idris (Nigeria)
Assistant Director (Legal Services), 
Nigerian Shippers’ Council
Mrs. Karina Sergeevna Hansford (The 
Russian Federation)
Director, ARK & Partners Ltd. 
Mr. Ronald Sipho Jama Mbatha (South 
Africa) 
Alternate Permanent Representative of 
South Africa to the IMO
Class of 2009
Mr. Choe Kun Song (DPR Korea)
Counselor of the DPR of Korea Embassy 
to UK / Deputy Permanent Representative 
of the DPRK to IMO
Mr. Samuel Darse (India)
Deputy Director General of Shipping, 
Office of the Directorate General of 
Shipping, Mumbai
Ms. Primrose Aphrodite Chimwaza 
(Malawi)
Deputy Chief State Advocate
Capt. Ruth Jamila Malafa (Nigeria)
Assistant Director, Military International 
Law Office, Nigerian Navy
Class of 2010
Mr. Eurico Andrade Ndando (Angola)
Head, International Cooperation Office, 
Ministry of Justice
Ms. Joyce Bawah Mogtari (Ghana) 
Former Deputy Minister for Transport
Ms. Susana Custodia Roque Tembe 
(Mozambique)
Lecturer, Nautical University of 
Mozambique
Mr. Roba Megressa Akawak (Ethiopia) 
Deputy Director, Ethiopian Maritime 
Affairs Authority
Class of 2011
Capt. Gabriel Abad (Ecuador)
Commanding Officer, 
Ecuadorian Research Vessel “Orion”
Mr. Kenroy Simmons (Antigua & 
Barbuda)
Legal Research Officer/Deputy Registrar, 
Marine Services & Merchant Shipping 
Department
Mr. Jorge Humberto Jaimes Tellez 
(Mexico)
Technical Secretary, Ports and Merchant 
Marine Legislative Commission, Chambers 
of Representative
 
 

Mr. Sonny Erekosima (Nigeria) 
Head, Cabotage Department, Nigeria 
Maritime 
and Safety Authority (NIMASA)
Dr. Buba Bojang (the Gambia) 
Lecturer, IMLI
Class of 2012
Ms. Victorina Hesti Dewayani 
(Indonesia) 
Counsellor (Consular Affairs), Indonesian 
Embassy, Kuala Lumpur
Mr. Nya S. Gbaintor (Libera) 
Director, Administration of the Liberia 
Maritime Authority 
Mr. Alberto Jose Martinez Salinas 
(Mexico)
Technical Attache, Mexico Delegation 
to IMO
Ms. Ramat Jaraie Angelica Jalloh (Sierra 
Leone)
Lecturer, IMLI 
Class of 2014
Mr. Ivane Abashidze (Georgia) 
Head of Legal and International Relations 
Department, 
Maritime Transport Agency, Georgia 
Cdr. William Woityra (the United States)
Chief Commander, Polar 
and Domestic Icebreaking Division, 
US Coast Guard 
Class of 2015
Ms. Mavis E. V. Joseph (Fiji) 
Chairperson of the Pacific Women in 
Maritime Association (PacWIMA)
Mr. Warnakulasuriya Nuwan Peiris 
(Sri Lanka)
State Counsel, Attorney General’s 
Department
Class of 2016
Mr. Marko Bazlyankov (Bulgaria)
In-house lawyer (Senior Expert), 
Bulgarian Maritime Administration.
Ms. Joy Asanga (Nigeria) 
Legal Officer, Lagos Deep Offshore 
Logistics Base
Class of 2017
Ms. Rozelin Rochette (the Philippines)
Attache at the Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of the Philippines to the United 
Nations
Lt. Liliana Diaz Medina (Mexico) 
Head of Department of National Affairs, 
Mexican Navy
Mariam Mgeladze (Georgia) 
Teaching University, Batumi State 
Maritime Academy/Lecturer of Transport 
Law, Maritime Law 
and Maritime Conventional Law
Class of 2018
Ms. Morlette Johnson (The Bahamas)
Chief Counsel at the Attorney-General 
Chambers of The Bahamas
Ms. Sabina Dolić (Slovenia) 
Lecturer, IMO International Maritime 
Law Institute
SEIF, Juma Saleh (Zanzibar, The United 
Republic of Tanzania)
Commander / Chief Legal Adviser, Legal 
Department, Special Anti-Smuggling Unit

* Includes students that were awarded the Degree of Master of Humanities in International Maritime 
Legislation and a Diploma in International Maritime Law
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IMLI VISITING FELLOWS – ACADEMIC YEAR 2018 – 2019
The Honourable Minister Carmelo Abela 

(Malta)
 Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Promotion 

of Malta
Mr. Julián Abril (Spain)
 Head of Facilitation, IMO
Capt. Moin Ahmed (Bangladesh)
 Director General of the International Mobile 

Satellite Organization
Prof. Pinar Akan (Turkey)
 Head of Maritime and Insurance Law 

Department Marmara University, Istanbul
Prof. Kevin Aquilina (Malta)
 Dean of the Faculty of Laws, University of 

Malta
Prof. Ignacio Arroyo (Spain)
 Lawyer, Former President of the Spanish 

Association of Maritime Law 
 Former President, Spanish Maritime Law 

Association
Ms. Elena Bernini (Italy)
 Founder and CEO of Oxford Omnia 

International
Mr. Archie Bishop (the United Kingdom)
 Consultant, Holman Fenwick & Willan Law 

Firm
Prof. Augustín Blanco-Bazán (Argentina)
 International Lawyer and Consultant
Dr. Philippe Boisson (France)
 Maritime Arbitrator, Marine Consultant
The Honourable Minister Dr. Ian Borg (Malta)
 Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Capital 

Projects
Professor Simone Borg (Malta)
 Resident Academic, University of Malta, Chair, 

Institute for Climate Change and Sustainable 
Development and Head, Department of 
Environmental and Resources law

Mr. Ben Browne (the United Kingdom)
 English Solicitor
Capt. David Bugeja (Malta)
 Chief Officer & Harbour Master Ports & 

Yachting Directorate Transport Malta
Ms. Violeta Bulc (Slovenia)
 European Commissioner for Mobility and Transport

Ms. Helen Buni (the United Kingdom)
 Focal Point, the Women in Maritime 

Programme, Technical Cooperation Division 
of the IMO

Mr. Richard Case (the United Kingdom)
 Senior Claims Director, Thomas Miller & Co., 

Managers of the UK P&I Club
The Honourable Minister Dr. Helena Dalli 

(Malta)
 Minister for EU Affairs and Equality
Dr. Hichen Dammak (Tunisia)
 Lawyer
Dr. Heike Deggim (Germany)
 Director of the Maritime Safety Division, IMO
Ms. Astrid Dispert (Brazil)
 Technical Adviser to the GEF-UNDP-IMO 

GloMEEP Project, IMO
Cdr. Dave Dubay (the United States of America)
 Military Professor, Stockton Center for 

International Law – U.S. Naval War College
Prof. Mary Durfee (the United States of America)
 Professor Emerita of Government at Michigan 

Technological University
Dr. Reto Dürler (Switzerland)
 Head Swiss Maritime Navigation Office OSNM
Prof. Peter Ehlers (Germany)
 Former President, German Federal Maritime and 

Hydrographic Agency
Mrs. Mahin Faghfouri (Iran)
 Former Chief of Maritime Legislation / Legal 

Section in UNCTAD
Captain Laura Falzon (Malta)
 Master Mariner
Dr. Ann Fenech (Malta)
 Managing Partner, Fenech and Fenech 

Advocates
 Vice-President, Executive Council, Comité 

Maritime International
Dr. Stefano Filletti (Malta)
 Senior Partner, Filletti & Filletti Advocates
 Honorary Consul of Ecuador
Prof. Philippe Gautier (Belgium)
 Registrar, International Tribunal for the Law of 

the Sea

Dr. Miriam Goldby (Malta)
 Lecturer in Insurance and Commercial Law, 

Centre for Commercial Law Studies, Queen 
Mary University of London

Mr. Gabino González (Spain)
 Head of Office, REMPEC
Mr. Javier Gorostegui (Chile)
 Adviser of the Permanent Mission of Chile to the 

United Nations in New York
Dr. Mitja Grbec (Slovenia)
 Senior lecturer, University of Ljubljana, Faculty 

of Maritime Studies and Transportation
Mr. Luc Grellet (France)
 Lawyer, Reed Smith Law Firm
Dr. Patrick J.S. Griggs CBE (the United 

Kingdom)
 Former President, Comité Maritime International
Mr. David Hammond (the United Kingdom)
 Founder & Trustee of ‘Human Rights at Sea’
Mr. Jim Harrison (the United Kingdom)
 Former Former Legal Director to the Lloyd’s 

Register Group
Dr. Axel Henriksen (Germany)
 Lawyer
Mr. Peter Horn (the United Kingdom)
 Project Director, The Pew Charitable Trusts
Amb. María Teresa Infante (Chile)
 Ambassador of Chile to the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands and Permanent; Representative 
to the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons

Mr. Måns Jacobsson (Sweden)
 Former Director, International Oil Pollution 

Compensation (IOPC) Funds
Prof. Atsuko Kanehara (Japan)
 Professor at Sophia University, Japan/ Councillor 

of Advisory Council for the National 
Headquarters for Ocean Policy of Japan

Mr. Nobukatsu Kanehara (Japan)
 Assistant Chief Cabinet Secretary and 

Deputy Secretary-General of the National 
Security Secretariat, Government of Japan 
Headquarters for Ocean Policy of Japan

Mr. Frederick Kenney (the United States of 
America)

 Director, Legal Affairs and External Relations 
Division, International Maritime Organization

Mrs. Kiran Khosla (India)
 Director, Legal Affairs, International Chamber of 

Shipping
Mr. Kensuke Kobayashi (Japan)
 Legal Counsel, International Oil Pollution 

Compensation Funds 
Professor James Kraska (the United States of 

America)
 Chairman and Howard S. Levie Professor (Full 

professor with tenure)
 Stockton Center for the Study of International 

Law, U.S. Naval War College
Dr. Mathias Jonas (Germany)
 Secretary-General, International Hydrographic 

Organization
Mr. Blaise Kuemlangan (Papua New Guinea)
 Chief, Development Law Service (LEGN), Legal 

Office, FAO
Prof. Ronán Long (Ireland)
 Director, Global Ocean Institute and Professor 

World Maritime University
Dr. Dorota Lost-Sieminska (Poland)
 Deputy Director/Head, Legal Affairs Office, 

Legal Affairs and External Relations 
Division, IMO

Mr. David Martin-Clark (the United Kingdom)
Mr. Louis Mbanefo (Nigeria)
 Patron of the Nigerian Maritime Law 

Association
Mrs. Monica Mbanefo (Nigeria)
 Partner, Louis Mbanefo & Co.
Dr. Emmanuel Kofi Mbiah (Ghana)
 Lawyer and Maritime Law and Management 

Consultant
 Former Chairman, Legal Committee, 

International Maritime Organization
H.E. Dr. Ugo Mifsud Bonnici (Malta)
 President Emeritus, Republic of Malta
Dr. Michaela Muscat (Malta)
 Government of Malta



7

MAJOR DONORS 2018-2019
IMO

IMO continues to support IMLI’s funding requirements by annually providing 
scholarships which are intended for deserving government-nominated 
candidates who wish to pursue post-graduate studies in international 
maritime law at the Institute. This academic year IMO provided twelve full 
and one partial scholarships to: Mr. Ramy Ahmed Mohamed Ahmed (Egypt), 
Ms. Anne Sandy Nzougha (Gabon), Ms. Kamyla Alejandra Barrientos 
Pineda (Guatemala), Ms. Edith Igorette Fanomezantsoa Rasolondraboa 
(Madagascar), Mr. Nigel Micallef (Malta), Mr. Teyib Sidi Teyib (Mauritania), 
Ms. Idania Libertad Malespin Lopez (Nicaragua), Ms. Akpozuagha Diane 
Ndiomu (Nigeria), Mr. Maximo Imperio Banares Jr. (the Philippines), Ms. 
Khalila Wanalia Astwood (Turks and Caicos), Mr. Hassan Djama Mohamed 
(Djibouti), Ms. Veronique Rita Nibourette (Seychelles) and Mr. Rached 
Benmohamed (Tunisia).

THE NIPPON FOUNDATION
The Nippon Foundation, through its joint project with IMLI, known as the 
“Human Resources Development Project for the Advancement of a More 

Effective Legal Order for the Oceans”, continues to support deserving 
government-nominated fellows. For the academic year 2018-2019 the 
following fifteen students were selected as fellows under the Project: 
Ms. Faranisese KinivuwaI (Fiji), Ms. Mben Faal (the Gambia), Mr. 
David Jincharadze (Georgia), Ms. Shonelle Oneca Streete (Guyana), Ms. 
Dayana Moldakhmetova (Kazakhstan), Ms. Barbara Ujlaki (Luxemburg), 
Mr. Manolotsoa Narindra Rabemila (Madagascar), Lt. Hazwani Binti 
Senafi (Malaysia), Mr. Luis Arturo Morales Breton (Mexico), Ms. Maja 
Radunović (Montenegro), Ms. Mei Sian Gonzalez Wong (Panama), Ms. 
Suad Nur (Somalia), Lt. Cdr. Nasnaranpattiyage Don Chamira Jude Manilka 
Wickramasinghe (Sri Lanka), Ms. Safiya Moore (Trinidad and Tobago) and 
Mr. Robert Anthony Robinson (Belize).

THE LLOYD’S REGISTER FOUNDATION
The Lloyd’s Register Foundation continues to support training at IMLI. The 
Lloyd's Register Foundation is a charity which supports the advancement 
of engineering-related education, and funds research and development that 
enhances safety of life at sea, on land and in the air. Although set up as a 

charity in 2012, its history dates back to 1760 through Lloyd's Register, a 
public benefit organization in the marine and energy sectors. The Foundation 
has been joined by The Lloyd's Register Educational Trust, a charity which 
has been operating since 2004. This academic year the following three 
students have been selected as the Foundation’s fellows: Mr. Andrianirina 
Félicien Rabutin (Madagascar), Lt. Evelyn Dinapunan Verganio-Monroy (the 
Philippines) and Ms. Allison Hermia Tench (St. Lucia).

THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT WORKERS’ 
FEDERATION (ITF)

The International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF)  Seafarers’ Trust has 
provided funding that allowed lawyers from mostly developing States to 
receive training in the Institute’s L.L.M. programme. For the current academic 
year, the ITF Seafarers’ Trust provided three fellowships to government 
nominated officers, to pursue training at IMLI. They are Mr. Ahmed Khamis 
Tulba Hussein (Egypt), Lt. Paulina Vazquez Contreras (Mexico) and Mr. 
Mykola Kozachenko (Ukraine).

Mr. Bent Nielsen (Denmark)
 Retired Partner of Kromann Reumert, 

Copenhagen
Mr. Jonathan Pace (Malta)
 Acting Chief, Subdivision for Programme 

Management and
 Coordination, Technical Cooperation Division, 

IMO
The Honourable Madam Justice Jacqueline 

Padovani Grima
 Member of the Judiciary of Malta 
Professor Alessio Patalano (Italy)
 Reader in East Asian Warfare & Security 

Programme/Director, King’s Japan
 Programme/ Deputy Director, Undergraduate 

Programme in War Studies Department of 
War Studies, King’s College London

Prof. Dr. Marko Pavliha (Slovenia)
 Vice-Dean for Research and Development, 

University of Ljubljana
Professor Anna Petrig (Switzerland)
 Professor of International Law and Public Law 

at the University of Basel

Dr. Aniruddha Rajput (India)
 Member of the UN International Law 

Commission
Prof. Francis M.B. Reynolds Q.C. (the United 

Kingdom)
 Barrister/Professor Emeritus, University of 

Oxford
Ms. Hitomi Sato (Japan)
 Minister-Counsellor Embassy of Japan to Malta
Professor Clive Schofield (Australia)
 Head of Research, WMU-Sasakawa Global 

Ocean Institute, World Maritime University
Mr. Frederick Sciulli (the United States of 

America)
 Counsel, Commander Naval Forces Europe-

Africa/U.S. Sixth Fleet
Mr. Juvenal Shiundu (Kenya)
 Acting Director, Technical Cooperation 

Division, IMO
Dr. Derek Smith (the United States of America)
 Partner, Foley Hoag, LLP, USA
Dr. Geraldine Spiteri (Malta)
 Asteria Management Limited / WISTA

Mr. Douglas B. Stevenson (the United States of 
America)

 Director, the Centre for Seafarers’ Rights at the 
Seamen’s Church Institute of New York & 
New Jersey

Mr. Andrew Taylor (United Kingdom)
 Partner, Reed Smith Law Firm
Dr. George Theocharidis (Greece)
 Professor of Maritime Law & Policy, World 

Maritime University
Prof. Rhidian Thomas (the United Kingdom)
 Emeritus Professor of Maritime Law, Swansea 

University
Amb. Isauro Torres (Chile)
 Director of the Division for Environment, 

Climate Change and Ocean Affairs of the 
Ministry of

 Foreign Affairs
Mr. Lino Vassallo (Malta)
 Former Permanent Representative of Malta to 

IMO
Prof. Patricia Vella de Fremeaux (Malta) 
 Associate Professor and Head of the 

Department of International Law at the 

University of Malta
Mr. Chris Trelawny (Ireland)
 Chief Subdivision for Maritime Development, 

Technical Cooperation Division, IMO
Dr. Nihan Ünlü (Turkey)
 Head, External Relations Office, Legal Affairs 

and External Relations Division, IMO
Dr. Ivan Vella (Malta)
 Advocate
Mr. Karmenu Vella (Malta)
 European Commissioner for Environment, 

Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
Mr. Brian Wilson (the United States of America)
 Deputy Director of the Global Maritime 

Operational Threat Response Coordination 
Center, U.S. Government

Mr. Godwin Xerri (Malta)
 Managing Director, Focal Maritime Services 

Co. Ltd.
Judge Abdulqawi Ahmed Yusuf (Somalia)
  President of the international Court of Justice
Capt. Joseph Zerafa (Malta)
 Consultant



IMLI: A SMALL INSTITUTION WITH A GLOBAL MISSION

Mr. Kitack Lim (Secretary-General, IMO) with Symposium 
participants including WMU and IMLI graduates at a High-

Level Symposium in Jamaica

HE Dr. George Vella (the President of Malta, then Foreign 
Minister) and Professor Attard (Director, IMLI) with the IMLI 

Class of 2016 – 2017

IMLI Ladies empowered through training at IMLI

His Excellency Judge Abdulqawi A. Yusuf (President, 
International Court of Justice) and IMLI Staff 

His Excellency Dr. Joseph Muscat (Prime Minister, Malta) 
presenting the IMLI Treatise on Global Ocean Governance to 

Dr Yohei Sasakawa (Chairman, The Nippon Foundation)

Dr Ian Borg (Minister for Transport, Infrastructure 
and Capital Projects of Malta) and Professor David 

Attard (Director, IMLI) with the Speakers at the Women 
Empowerment Seminar

The Honourable Carmelo Abela (Minister, Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Promotion of Malta) and Professor David Attard 

(Director, IMLI) with the IMLI Class of 2018-2019

Middle-Professor David Attard (Director, IMLI) and EU 
Commissioners Ms. Violeta Bulc (Slovenia) and Mr. Karmenu 

Vella (Malta)  

SPONSORED STUDENTS - ACADEMIC YEAR 2018-2019

IMO Fellows The Nippon Foundation Fellows  
with Professor and Mr. Kanehara

Lloyd’s Register Foundation Fellows ITF Seafarers’ Trust Fellows


