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SPEECH BY H.E. THE PRESIDENT OF MALIA DR. UGO MIFSUD BONNICI
AT THE HONORIS CAUSA CEREMONY HELD ON MARCH 30,1999

\\'hat of thc tuture of llaritimc l-arv in the nert rnillenniunr? Incleecl rvhat
lies in the r,eats and centuries ahead fot las. es u,c knou, it, and s,hat u-il1

becrime of the sel :rs a carrier of men and w()men ais s.ell as their producei
As fht as hun'ran er,-es can look out to\\.ards thc larthcst horizons, rr,c c:rr.r

surmise that manliind in all frrrms of otgenisation rvil1 eluar,s ncccl leu,s ancl

make thr:nr. T,ookir:rg back torvarcl s'hat:rrcheokrgr,, er.en bekrre thet recorded
historr', can rcr.cal, las-s are co-eral s.ith cir.jiisation. As tat back es tl-re rhircl
rnillcnnium bcfirrc Christ u,c fincl, in the clai tablets and cuneiiirrm l-riting
of Nfesapotamia, larvs u-hich rrc t.rt ftorn lrinitir r in conccpt lncl tirrmula
tion. Hammurabi is still s'ith us altcr five rnillennia. \\'e c:rn be sur-e that \r'e
s,ill still be cattying on s,ith larr making into thc sirth post-Hamrnurabr mil-
lennlunr.

It nrar- be r-er\.uniishionablc to cxprcss oncself in tl'ris s-a1., but las-n-rakrng

is connatutal u,ith human flature. A French anthlrpologist has put tbru,ard
the thesis that democtacl is the ctnlr' "natural" u'at oi g, '\-crrrin!; ci )tttntuni
tics oi mcn ancl u,rrmcn. Baechlet argues that the rarious altcrnatir,es ate

abcrtations contrxfv to flatufal larv er.en though thcl have occrLtrecl :rnd
re-occurred so frequentlv in ancicnt and moclern histon-. There is obviousiv a

r.ital link L)et$een self governance by agreeing upon rules:rncl clemocracr-.

The tule of larv is essential to a pfopcr clemocr:rcr-. Atbitrarl-rule or anarchr,
arc both anti commruritarim and anti-dem()cratic.

lt is therefore safe to preclict that thc morc complex human organisation
thet u,ill tollol' upon thc prcscnt one, in s,hrch a number ,ri n-rtior-r strt(-s -tre

hlnketing efter a n'rore srtisfactorl suplnnational arr:rngcment to fit the neecls

oi the global r.i11age, s.rJl still and ncccssarilr, requite lau.s. Ciovernance br'
conscnt $'i11 cntail leu.'s u4rich are not limited bY hontiers, as thc coflsent tc)

gJobalisaton s.ill rnrrrlve agreeing to commofl rrLles. C)ne shoulcl not be lcci

ir-rto thc crror of tl-unking that the emphasis laid on less regulation u'ill mean

less leu: Thc lau's rlev abandon the particulatrsation and mrnutiee. The future
prector r.vi1l be lcss involr.ed dc n'rinimis. The iau.'s u,ill, one hopcs, bc bcttcr
u,ritten, n'rore intelligible encl mote concise. In straddling thc nationai berd-
ers, more elaboration of the prrcess of conscnt u,ill be in clemand. Hou.er.er
in the absence of clear agreed rules, we can rest essured that an internationel
superstructute u,ou1d bteak dou,n.

\Iaritime lau, has of its r.err, natutc alu,ays ttierl to be international, even
u, hen the nation state s in theit eath. self affirming louth r.vere jealous of their
soveteigntv. The Intetnational Ilantime Otganisation has mo\-ed fcrnr"'ard on
the principle that conr.entions, laboriouslv draftccl ancl patlcnth,urgecl upon
states for ratification and implementation, constituted building blocks and
obligatorv tassels rn the mosaic of an all comprehensive s\,stem of Intcrna
tional Laur Thc Mcrchant Shipping Coclcs of thc r.atious mrrrtime natiuns
czrn claim common aflcestr\., and the der.elopments s'hich occutred in certain
tegrons of intense trade have in turn extended theit influence on othets rvhen
these n'etc moving at a slou,'er pace. Contiues on pagt 3

CONFERMENT OF HONORARY PROFESSORSFIIPS ON
DR. WALTERVTUIIERAND DR. FRANKL. WISWALL
In recognition of their lifebng serr.ice to the rule of international

maritimc las, and to thc rvorld maritimc communitv in it cffbrts tt,
establish global standatds tol s:rfqr shipping end clcaner seas and oi
their wholel-reartecl comrnitment to the teaching of matitime las. at

INILI, and undcr the patronalJe ,ri His trcellenc\ the Presidcnt of
the Republic of N,Ialta, p1. Ugr, \lifiud B,rnnici, INILI conferrecl on
N{arch 30, 1999 thc titlc of Honorary Professor of lnternational
N{aritime L'lu, on each of Dr. \\hltcr }Iuellrr ,rnd Dr. Irranh \\risu-a1l.

.l r.

The ceremonv was held in the magniicent Tapestrv Chambet
of the Presidential Palace in Valletta, also knou,n as the Councrl
Chambcr. From 1921 to'l')70, this hrl serlecl tor sittings br thc
\'Ialtese Patliament. Emhcllishins this chrmber is a set of ten
(]obelin tapestries, kno.r",n as Lcs 'ltnturcs dcs Inclcs (Ihc Indian
Flangings). Thcsc tapcstries were clonated bv Grandmaster of the
()rcler of N,lalta Ran-ron Perellos rr Roccafr-rll (1697-1720). '1-he

tapcstries \vere u.o\rcn lrom the original paintings of Frans Post
and Albert Van den Ecliout undcr thc supervisi,-n of Etienne Le
Blonde, rvear.er of I(ing Louis XIV of Ftance . Thev arc considcrcd
to be one of the rare complete Gobelin coliections in Eutope.
Descriprion courrrs\ of \lr.J. I .llrrl. (.rrr.rt,,r- l)rc'idential Prlrce.

1,9 
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Disungurshed lriends and guests of the Institute together \vith
1NILI course participaflts and staff were present at the ceremofly tc)

rcclaim thc laurerrrs.

I'ruil l/i to ri.ght, H.E. the President of Malta, Dr. Ugo Mifsud Bonnici,
speaking at the Honoris Causa Cetemony, Dr. Walter Mueller

and Dr. Frank L, WiswallJr.



$TELCOME ADDRESS BY PROFESSOR DAVID J.
AT THE HONORIS CAUSA CEREMONY HELD ON MARCH 1999

ATTARD

I lrr prir-ilctecl to inttoilucc this Cer
Ll,l]un\ \\hi(1r r',,n.litLttr- .ln lrlrl),,1 1 ln'
and integral plrt of the comrnelnora
;j,,11,r1,,gr' In.ritrrtr\ Ii rrh.\nrurct..trr.
,{t the r,er! olltsct I $,ish to erpress mt
cleepcst appreciation for thc prtronlge
of IIis Ercellencr. thc Pre siclent oi
\lelte Dr. Uso Nlitsud Bonnici s.ho has

been a most atlent supporter oi out In
stit[te c\-cr sincc its inception, at thc
tinre he r,,'as r\Iinistet of Eciucltion.
()r'er thcsc ten er.enttll er-rcl iruitlul
Yerrs \\:c har.c el$,at's tound His Irrccl
leno to bc a drstinguishecl lncl influen-
tial:rrlrccate oi ()ur ciuse . in(lee(l aL truc
ir-iend oi lllJ-l. Todal rve arc cspccralll'
gratefirl to His Exccllcncr fot heving
grecicitrslr' l'rosted this (lcrcn-ronv in this
r-nagniticent rrnd h istoric chaubet.
The taison d'etre of tocla\''s Ceremony
is thc clcsire of the If t() Intcrn:rtionai
\lartime Larv Institutc to honour tsrr
cminenr lncl uorthr international mari
time h* r'ers rvho her-c, thrrughout theit
respccti\:c pfofessional ancl ac:rclentic cltcers, cOn-

t ribrrrc.l t, r rhc \,'rld tt r.,rit ittt. c, )rIrr' rrir\ . (lLl(. I

to establish globel stanclarcls iirr safc narigation
end a clcan matine envil'onment. ()\'cr thc t'eats
both h:l'e bcen at thc irrrctront of the Lrtcrru
tional \leritime ()rganization's cffirrts to corliti'
end progrcssivch- der.elop intctnrrtionel maritime
l:ru,.

Roth havr: been closelr- associxtcd u,ith our Insti-
tutc cver slnce its establishn'rcnt tcn l-erLt-s aqo. As
regular teachers et our h'rstitr.rte thci'hevc plelecl :r

major part in helping I\ILI to firltrl its ven pre-
cise btief of traininglau,r crs in lnternationai trlari
(ime L:ru: There rre nos- 163 L\ILI grailuatcs in
19 Stetes. During thcir r,isits thel hare sharecl u-ith
olu stucleflt,s thcir ptofound legll uisrlrnt ancl

knorvlccigc end their nnpatellcllccl e\perience in
maritime las-. I har.c no cloubts that I\ll-l grlclu
ates have bccn cnrichecl bv theit erposurc to these

frrrnucl:rble personalities.'I'hc InstitLLte is certainlr-

proucl to bc associate cl u,ith Dr. \\i1ter \luc11cr :rnrl

l)r. Frank \\'isr.vall.
Dr. \\ralter trluellcr hls been e-.pecialli- gcncrous
in the timc end cncrgl he has dedicatcd to orLr In
stitlrtc. Ile lras been instnLmcnta] in guicling thc
hrstitule in its ctlbtts to iocus on trur tunchmen
tal aspects of the tcaching ancl pt:rctice of intet-
nationel maritime lau: ln prrticr.r
lar l)r. i\Iucller has fetr-entlr-advr
crtecl the adoptiorr oi e compatl-
ti-c approach touercls tlre teach-
irg oi meritime law at ItrlT.I. 'l'hcrc

cen be little cLrubt thet bl strLcllinc
hos. clificr:cnt lcgal slstems solr'c:

sin'rilat ptoblcms, a las'r'cr is tali
ing the first clltctive step tos,arcls
thc go:rl of unification, u'hich
Itrll.l end [I1() strir-e so harcl to
11ttxin.

I)r. \\hlter trlneller has ilso keenlt
promotecl encl continucs to -suP

port the teaching oi thc pr.inciples
,,l nt:rritilttc lcgi.'.rr:rc tlrrrl-tinL.

Tl.ris unckrubtcdlv mirrors INILl's
uniclne role in cncorLtrging the im-
plcmcntation ot the stanclercls laicl

dorvn br- somc .1(l L\1() interna-
Lit'rt.il rn.tritint( ('(,rt\ g111i,'11-

through thcir incorpor:rtion in tlo
mcsac legislation.
r\p:rrt fi-om his achicvements in the

ficlcl of teaciring, Dr. \\irltcr r\hLeller has plevccl an

actir-e rolc in the fotmuhtion and adoption of in
ternatiolal trextics. fIe has ovcr tire t'eats:rctivelv
participaterd in the clelibcrations of the Intertra-
tional Nladtimc ( )rganization. He hes bcen electecl

to presicle ovcr cliplometic conlet'ences u'hich have

gir-en birth to the uorlcl'.s mei()r internrtional mari

time convcntions oi funtlamentel importance, in
cluling t he 1 9(r9 I nternatronel Conr-ention on Civil
T.iabrlitr. fot Oil Pollution Damage, thc 1971 ln
tcrnetio[rl Conr,cntion on thc l-stlrblishmcnt of
rn Jlternatior-ral F-unrl ior Compensation lcrt C)i1

Pollutiorr Damagc, the 197'1 ,\thcns Convention
telatrng to thc Carriigc oi Passengcts lntl thcir
[-uggetc br See, thc 199] Intetnational Convcn
tion on \Iortgagcs :rnrl Liens, ancl the 1996 It-rtct

national (lonr.cntion on Lrlbrlin' :urd Oompensa-
1l()n tor Drlrlrsc in (]onnection u'itl-r the (ierriegc

oi I l:rzardous enci Noxious Substances bv Sca. Dt.
r\luellet's cxccpti.)nal grrlsp of intetn:rtional and

cr imper:rtive tr.rt,,trr. 1,1s,, his supreme clipk rmetic
quelities and l.ris cleep unclcrstancling of thc hu-
man cherrctet har-e ccrtainlt been instrumetltal it-t

thc succc-ssiul crxrclusion oi 1hc contcre nces sl.ricl-t

he has chairccl over thc \ cxts.

His contribution to tlre clevclopnrent ()f intcrnx
tioral meritime lau' is t iclclr lccogrtizctl in his

countrl Su itzerlend, u'hich tlespitc be

ir-rg 1anc1 locliccl, gives great importancc
to the irelcl oi matrtimc lar.v I had thc
prir.ilcgc to recenth attencl thc celebra-

tior.rs con-imen'r()rating his 80th birth
dar-hclc1in Ss-irzerlanrl. I s-as imptcssecl

l'ith the greet s iclespteacl tcspect that
he enjoi-s ir-i his cour.irrr'. Guests rang
irg tion-i nrrtional political leaders to tbe

trrme'r-.s. s'ho l oLli his lencls, r11 er-
pt-.esseil thcir :rilntlrlti0n lirr the man
s'ho h:ic1 intlucncctl theit lir-es. L-r hts

speech to all pr.escnr hc describcd s'ith
grcxt Pirssl()1r rl.rc plcasurc he cletir.es

tiom terLchir-ts rt I\tI-1. 1...1

DistingLrislrecl qne sts, J nrxr- s-ish to :rcl-

clrcss r our irrtel-Ition to l)t. Frenk I-au'

rence \\ issrrll sho is :rn e:emplarr attrl

. ,.1. t: l'.-"1 t 'r' th. \tt,.r't.tt't ltt.tt',ittt.
h\ tiirtcnrln. I Iis deilication to the rulc
( )i lntcr11,1tionii1 maritinte 1a\' :rncl to its
r!. ( lt tf '. ..drttir',rl,lq. Hi. collllllilr)l( nl

is ret-lectecl in his long encl liuitfi.rl con
ncctlon uith the (lomite llaritimc lr

tcr-lrrtionrrl *hich is thc uotlcl bodv teptesenting
maritirre lasr-ets. Dr. \\-isl'eil has been an cn'ri-

ncnt and xctive elected rncmbet of this pt-estig

ious orgenization evct since 198{), end in 199- he

rvls clected its \rice Ptesidcr-rt.

IJets-een 19r'1 and 1979 Dr. Frlnk \\'iss-el1 u:rs

the Yicc Chaitman of the Lcgel Conrrlittcc oi the

Intcrnational Nlaritime ()tganizatton. Hc \\ xs lltter

eppointccl to 2ct as Chairman oi the serrc boclv

betu,ccri 1980 and 1984. Dr. \\'iss-all t ill certainlr-

bc remembctcd fol the inspiled dircction s-irich
he eretcisccl duting thc span of tinie lte ltelcl thcse

Posrs.
Dt. Frenk \\'iss.:rll's conne ctiott s-ith rtteririmc larv

originates in thc village of (l:i-.tine on rhe coast of
Nlaine, s,hich is the placc uhete hc \\its bt:or,rght

up. Thc ptoxin'ritv to the oce:l1l appt.Lrs ro heve

dcvckrped in hrn'r a keen ir-rterest in rl1 that PCr
tains to the maritlme dimensicxr oi I-LLLmrn orist
ence. Inclcecl Dr. \\tis*rll\ Lrr c tor tltt ste cr-el.l

lecl him to becorne Hatbourt-lt,Lstcr tttl ro qlrirr his

Licence as }I:istet oi ncrr corrstlil r csse l:. This cedy

practicxl erpericnce sqnsltllcd Ittrn to the
lifc and-rleeth rcelitr- of ue rr .rrrc1 :rrips :1t sel. and

his srrrk in nreritime 1:x' srr,rngl,. cr iclcnccs his

l,ur-Lril I,, r't]..^( r'.r\'. ,,1, , '..'.,.
Dr. \\'is1rrll h,Ls 1-ritten it rtrilltbar ,rt rurhorita

tive works, patticulady in the
fie1d of Admiraln-practice. He is
Editor-in-Chief of Volumes 6 -
6F of the monumental wotk
Benedict on Admiralq', which is

a focal reference for students and

practitioners of international
maritime 1a$,'.

I hare no hesitation in stating
that Dt. Frank Wisrvall has been
a continued source of enlight-
ened guidance and inspiration to
IMLI students. He has been par-
ticularly ptecious in IMLI's de-
velopmenr by imparring his rre'
mendous knowledge and experi-
ence of the law of marine co11i-

sions. He has also ptoved insttu-
mental in attracting othet lead-
ing maritime lawyers to delivet
lectures at the Iflstitute, and ifl
promoting l\4Ll abtoad, parucu-
larly in rhe Unired Srates of
America. (...)

Prol D.f. Attarcl clcliverirg his u'clcome aclcltcss in the Tapcstn'Chambcr oi
the Presiclcndal Pnlace in \hllettr, rt tth, lrotu 1, y lr' ri.gl,/ NIr.. Clemma lliisud Bonnici.
Fl.F,. tlre Presiclcnr oi -N{alta, Dr. LIgo \lifsud Rolnici, Dt. \\a1tcr Nlueller and l)r.
Frank L. \\'isrva1l.

::
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I lonoris Causa Ccrcmonv Commcmoratir-e Photo rvirh FI. F,. the Prcsiclent of )hlta
l)r. Ugo l{iisucl Bonnici, l)r. \\hlrer N'iuellet, Dr. Frank 1.. \\'isu'allJr., l)r..tohn Rizzo Naucli,

Chrncellor of the Llnivcrsitv oi llalta, Proi D.l. Attard, Dr. Ivan Vella, \Ir. i\ref Fakhrv and

Class oi



SPEECH DELI\IERED BY H.E. THE PRESIDENT OF MALTA
(.trlititts.Tnn iu;t I

All stxlents of this branch of las. have learnt
thet thc 1:ru, of avenges derives tlnelh from the
T.er Rhorlia 11e jectrr s-hich s'es clefinitell
ecloptccl in Ror-ne but aclilros,'leclgecl to lthodcs.
Thcr. u-ill har c hcrrcl :rbciut the mecliacr.:ri
eiebotetions, thc r-erious larvs of \\'hisb-,', the
Consol:Lti del ,\lerc. thc Encllsh I-:Ls,s of Acl
mitalti'. 'I'her s'ill lrave bccn l-rfirrmecl oi the
cofltinuinq cr( ),ss-rcfcre nce to llatitirlc custrirr
in difterent c()Lrntrics. ()nc realises thet there is
tnttr lr rr--,, - ..,l --[c'clri.rri,,rt irt tlti: flqld bq-

t\\'een tll.' t-t.irrilir.nc 1e gisl:rtion of thc
Anglo-Sriron colrlrrron iau countries, ancl thxt
oi the contincntal criuntries cJerivrng thcir lau'
i-oru thc (-ocle Nrrpoleorr. TI.rc clreiting mar.be
substlntirrlh clissimilar-, but thc mettcr is r.err
r1..c'' h...Lp e. \l.r' I (, )t)rt)tr1r. jlr p.r..111g.,,11

thc l-:u thc s'riters of conlentions her.e triecl
to bridqc thc corrsiclcr:rble clistance betu.ccn thc nro drafiing tladttjons. Thoush
m()sth'thc conrpronrise is a-s ecccpteltle as it tr-as neccss:1r\! ()nc c,111 lenmre
to hripc that lcss slrbsctr-ience to illogicel if tradition:rl, u,lvs oi tbrmulerinu
legislarion ululrl rLot bc :rmiss.

()i coursc thr tormulatiot'r oi lau's, though of thc rLtm, )sr inln,)rt-lncc,
needs t() be tollou'ccl bv ptoper implemcntetton. Lr the presenr phlrse, .rn
frrrcement hrs bccn lctt, I rvoulti sx\-\\,1seh, to indir.idual st.rtes. At the mo
ment, \\ e cirlrrfa)r sr\ thxt stxtes in ger:icr:rl, incluclinq the rnost ar1r,lncccl, lrc as

lct prcprred ro srrcrit-lce thcir cleim to territori:rl julsdiction in policins rheir
o\rn coLlntr\. \\c cannot sa\. that thcrc hes lteen enough stfenghtcninq ()i
trlrst i1r lntern:1tional:rgcncics. The srrspicion thlt attaches tO tlte buleaucrr
cics rhrt havc been set r.rp proviclc,s an cxcuse lot reststing:rnv intrusion. The
IN[() s-ebsite nrelttiolts elso the firct that thesc tlttcflt:1tioflal orgenisations rlc
oticn rr.estcfr.ll. ItrIO has scrupulouslr- triecl to bc not onl,, r-rsefil but rlso
elirrrclablc. An intetnational eniotccmcnl organis:rt1ofl u,1ll, ncccssaril,,, bc muclr
m( )re c()stl\'. [ndeecl cVcn e pri )n(r nrr 

' 
11j1, ,rrng insti tu ti0n g1,a,1,1. i]t the present

time, be clccr-ncd ta)() ()nefolts a matter 1r) sr.lstain tirr mlnr states. ()n rhe
otler hand, gir-cn th:rt ell states are becoming intcrdependcnt rntl seeinq thar
thc scls ere such I r.itll ingrcclient of the trrrrld cnr ironmenr r,r be prcscrvetl
and pi:otected for thc br:ncfit oi the u'hrilc oi mrrrkinrl. one crlnrror cscul]c
the rr-rer,itable tenclenct- tot,arcls ctoss-bountllrr lnd cross-tcrritorixl \\'rter
sur-.\ eill:1ncc.

Asmuchasittscliiilculrtopr()perh mirinrxinpollcccorps-or'lrcleerlcoLrrts
of jrrsticc, u'ithout strir-ing t() glr;trrntcc rr:tprrtialrtr, cthical commitr.ncnt, end
a.legrec of compe tcnt clcpenclelrilitl in thc nrerr rrri rirrrren ()per2ting therein,
so it is likc$-ise of paramourit ir.]-rportirnce xr rllis stxl:c Oi thc cler-ekrpntent Of
soricl govcrn:rnce thr[ \\-e shorLlcl:rlso look rLt the \\'x\ oi rccruitmcnt, thc
eccountabilitr-, ancl the concLrct euciir oi sLLpfit nrri()nrl ennties cherged \vith
stmil:rr cluncs. If thetc conrinues to .r\ist e perception of somc bies or signiti-
cant prejuclice, this trcncl rvrll ilncl sreat obsraclcs rn its peth.

()n thc other h:rml uc r-nust trcl, it is s:rfe t() ltssume, u,e ercnrualll sill. \\c
laslets, s.e men of sratc, r.r.rake tLse oi the tcchnologr. that is t-lrlu' :rveilable . Dctcc
tion anci ttensfer of infixrnatirtn ltre no\\. possibic u,ith mcans at hand u.hich
coulcl not have bccn irragin:LtrJe until :r tls, \'ears xgo. Forensic scicncc hts, of
course, been mal<ing steadi and cpick eclrznces, llLlt rhc llroccrsses of el:rboLatior-r
:rncl countcrchcclis harc remailcrl -sorncrvhat prxrclerlus. \\ c leu,i crs r.:iluc through
erperience the Lmcher-rgir-rg anrl un
,'lt.rrl,..tbl. It.llLnc ,,1 r't llcrinn.
Somctimcs u-e cIr nore gir-e as nrLLCh

inrprx'tarice to immr:cli:rcv itscii es a

clcar pointcr to truth.
A Gu, neeks rgo, I u,es listen

inq to e lcctur-e by Ptotcssor Srr
,\lttcd CLLscilcri, a \Ieltcse sLlrgeon
u hri hes echier.ed lanrc iri thc pr:rc:

tic. .rrr.l ;1111,,r,r1i, 'rr ,,t nrininrL[]r
acccss suriref\', linou n in thc popu-
llrisetl rersiort as kcr.hole srlrger\,.
Thc r.cl,n,,l,';,ic.rl .rpplic.rri,,rr.
rrltrCl' lt:rr. nttrlr thi: r(\i,lLlLiort
af\- technjqLrc pos-sible srete
l,r, 'Lulrt .rl), )ur rr,,r ,,nli Li 111. .pir':r

of st1-iring t()\!1t1ls pcriccting q.hat

rr,'rs alrelclv iar adr.anced, but rlso
bccaLrse some goocl surtcons ancl

th efu assistants r,,.ere technologicelll
litctatc, a point Sir r\lfrcrl nracle

quite firrceiiilr-.

Pcrhaps pcoplc in ollr are:l, in the acaclen'ric

clisci;rlinc oi lcgal strrclics, lre not as techno-
logicalli. literat e. A pernicious tt:rdition clir,orcccl
l-Lumanistic stuclies ffom science end technol-
ogt', and u-e should redouble ()ur efforts to
sttaclcllc rhis vcry unnltLrral divicie. \\'e must
rcxlise \\hxt ncu. horizons thc prcscnt ancl frL

tute ach'anccs in tcchnolrgr u:il1 open r.rp frrr
the l;etter functionilg of all liincls oi tribunlls
,rnd c()r,rrts of lali \\'ith the state of thc tcch
nologr mcthocls lvailablc for the cletcction,
counter-checliing, recorcling ancl prcscntetiot-r
of prooi, thc jucliciel proccss sl-Loulcl becon'ie
cluicliet, more clepenclab)e, atguablr- also less

emeneble to cleceptior-r. This should n()t mealr

that t()morr()\\-'s laur-er should not bc trxincd in
the use of the tr:rditonll u,avs cif thc ler,,s of
c\.idence:rnc1 ctoss examinatiorr. Incleecl in some
c:rses I fetlrfn to the YerY orthoclor sicvc oi the

courtr.lonr a1s \\'e lil:ro\\'it, rvill alrr,ays be in-rpelative. I{or.vevet, \1-e lnust
rcxlisc th:rt ln thc ncl. millenniur-r-r there s.ill bc an irrcsisriblc impatience
rl ith tl-ic clclrrls ancl timicl inclccisron thxt \\'c scc in somc of out national
:rncl international ttibunals. The spearhead rroclels that s-e ntxr- h:rvc, in thc
H:uuc rnd in Strlisbourg, shrirr,- indications thet the irlntiers can I)c, ancl to
rr certilin .ncour:rqing clcgrcc, iltcac1r, etc bcing lo\\,efcd, so th:1t the geo-
grephicrrl jursrlrctior:rl obstacles ate being tackJecl, but these remain mxinh'
of the tenrpot:ri limitetions u,hich havc clempcnccl the sltisf:rction of see-

ing jusricr bcinq cLrne, ancl the ptactrcal solution of contr()\-ersies irri\.ed xt
eft-rcienth.

()ne might colrrflrent tl-iat s:hat in the genetalitv of cxses takes so long to
c()lrplcre is the rscettainment iter, the presentation and.liscerflmeflt of thc
ticts oi u cxsc. Thc clclibcretion must bc thorough, ancl mor:rl conliction in
rhlrsc u-lro lrale to judge n'rust take rts subjectir-e time-sp:i;r. \X'hlt is nol,
unr-Lcce sseriir prrrritive is the preilrnin:rry accumulation rrnd transmission of
rhc trcts l1t issLLe, s'her the technolog,, tor cliscoverr and vetification has

nrrrclc so nuch progress.
The nertcr, ot coursc, niscd othcf problcnrs. -\cccss to inform:rtion ob-

rrincrl bl srrtcllitcs, arrcl so m:r\ other sorLrces, taises problerrs oi an ethical,
legrrl er-rcl poLtic2rl n,ltlrrc. (]ucstions of prir.ac,,, confidcntialin; copiright, abuse

rncl nrisuse oi so much data have to be clealtu'ith br- conventions ancl inter
n:rl lil\\ s oi proccclurc havc to bc char-rgccl. Thc ncu'millcniurn *,i11, I surn'rise,
beurn, u'rth a iiuitthl clebate lbout tights, cluties ancl methocls. The technol-
orl rvill continuc ro dcr-elop end the challenges u-ill increasc, but thc oppor
tunities s-ill be there to be lcloptecl. 51uc1-r has alreerll ai:rilable. It is rn tl're
rerlm of transter tilm thc s,otld of knos'leclge to thc srrrlcl of actual imple-
nentati()n - elbert s-ith all the necessan'safegu:rrcls that s'e are strll not uti-
lising the potentil[dcs.

In m:rritime lau; the tirne factor has als,ar.s been cleemed to be oi the
Lltmost imp()rtance. ()nc rcmcmbcrs thc c()flccpt oi clemurr:rgc enci thc re
quirement oi it.nmecli:rcv in the c:rse ol: masters registering cettairi er-ents br:

sea protcst. T'hc costs oi timc s,:rstccl in the clse of shrps, nou'ancl pcrh:rp-s

morc s() in the nert nrillenninm s,ill urge the erperl:itiorLs resolution oi all
legal contror.crsics in real time pcrhaps s-ith sreater Llrsencl than in othcr
fieltls of lau:

In conclusion, l;ckrre allorving frrr the smooth ancl gtecluel errrlution oi
maritimc lau. ancl prxctice, as llas
been the case in the last tsrr rnll-
lennilL. u-e are confrontccl s'ith thc
nece ssitl oi r qrLicli aJmost r:evo-

lutionatr. absorption oi the tech-
noloqical eccluis into this pert of
tl.re legal rLln'rarn. \\ e ate also con-
frontccl t-ith thc rrsurl. Lrut non,
niore ii rrcelirL, irnpulse trxllLtrls ir
ternationalisation. In thc tlrst
rrlent\' \ e':rrs oi thc ncrt ccr-rturt; e
gleat clrarige rr,ill hare to be macle

to hrrppen in the legal rvrrlil. 'l'he:

chlr-rgcs in thc scicr-rtific, encl, to l
ccrtlin cxtcr-rt. thc e conomic urrtlcl
1,..r. .rlrc...lr rr.rppcrrc.l. I lr:. rr-
gr.i11. (or,l.r,l( .rn,l inrt rr.illci.rri,'rr
of thouqht:rnd action, m()re tech-
r-rological literacv ofl thc part of thc
icg:rl clteme pcrsonac; lcgislatots,
].rrtt.rs. iu.lg.r. c,,url rrlrrini\lrJ
tors, diplomatists even.

liou ltJi n trtt, H.E. the Chief Justicc of Malta Dr. J. Said Pullicino,
H.E. thc U.S. Ambassador Ms. K. Profitt, Dr. Frank L. WisuaUJr.,

Prof. DJ. Attard, Hon. Minister for Torrrism Dr. M. Refalo,
Hon, Ministet for Transport and Communications Mr. Censu Galea

and Dr. Joe Fenech.

Dt Walter Mueller and Dr. Franl L. V'isrvall Jr.
at thc Honoris Causa Ceremony.



the

toFakhrl, the
1Iir,tllrer.

Nlon-
intreal o{a

r Univer-
1SHe 1

the

the

to
,\ more

ADVANCE NOTICE OF
Building on the positir-e erperience

held tiom Februan 15 rc 19, 1999,

Nlerchant Nlarine and l.as

in tlre Departmcnt of Intcrflational l-as. of tl.rc

t.lnlr-ersidad Nacional,,\utonom:r de Honduras.

of Seafar-

Train-

assistant lccturcr

Prize for Best

Liniversidacl

maflume
r.vith

i)

was

later

t\{ar:tinez to the

lccturer in

ancl rvas au.afded

to the

.j

MR. NO

DISSERTATIONS & DRAFTING PROJECTS -
ACADEMIC \'EAR 1998 - 1.999

NIs. l.aru.e BIL,ZBARDE. (Len ia) - Claims Secured by Maritime lisn5 .r Tlrc (lerrirse oi Prsscnscrs ancl rheir

Ltrggage br-Sca ,\ct ro Supplement Chrptcr 23 of the i\Iaritiuc (iode of dre RepcLblic oi I-rtr i.r

trIr. Cbtistien (1.\RlX)Nr\ i\Ialta) Classification Societies: Liabilitv and Competition Ihc Protection of thc
Ilerine Envilonment Throush Criminal Law (,\ct)
.\1s. IirCIItsN(China) MaritimeArbitrationinChina7ProrisionsrnBiilsoiLeclinq'urd \n:rlogousShlppiug
l)ocumcnrs to Supplemcnt an.l ,\mcncl (ihapter I\- oi thc trhriilme Coclc of rhu 1)coplt s RcpLrblic oi Chinr
\Is. Srrzana'l. t)li SlL\--\ (-\ngola) Rights and Obligations Unde r the Bill of Lading: Or.crvicl, of the Terms
of Cariage of Goods by Sca 7' The Inrernrtioral (lonvcntlon tor rlr c Prcr tnti,,n , rf Pollution tilrrr Shlps 1 913 xnd

thc Protocol ol l 9jE as r Schcclulc to e Projr:ct oi l.et of .\n,qoie
NIr.StchnoIjILLLTTI(lle)ta) MarincCargoClaimsUnderNlalteseLa*,\YithParticulrrReferencetoShorc
Handling and Warehousing of Cargo for Lnport,/ SuPPrcssion of liiicr: Druq:'l'r-.rttrc 1l Scr:\ct
Nls. Rosenr CIRI\I,\ fNlalrr) Al Overview of Maltesc Larv on \Iortg:rge s Tht lrrcorpontrorr of S()l-,\S and

1 988 l.oacl Line Protocol
NIr. I)imlrrrII()L()D\IKOFI.(Russir) SpecialCompensationUnder-{rticle1-lofthcIntcrnationalConven-
tion on Sah.age, 1989 and Admissabilitv of Claims for Salr age Operarions Llnder the International Oil Pollu
tion Conpensatiol Regimes 7 lrecleral .\cr oi thc Ru<srrn I i.1o:.1l,ir rn ilrr l rLrlriirhntent oi t R,r<sirn lnrernr

tiorrl Shrp l{cgister
\lr. l\Id.Zal<irH()SS\IN(f3rnghdeslrl ArestofShipandthe]lareraInjunction:TuoValuableWeaponsfor
the World Maritime Claimants ,,/ The \dminln (-oun \cr 1','(.rr.t

.\lr. Rigoberto I<.\\IB()\'() i\ngole) Nlaritime Cl;rims in -\rgola T..r\ ,,i ihc Prcrenrion mcl Clontrol oi ()il
l)ollution ilom \tssels. I 999
\Ir. IgorhRr\\'(iHLih[Lirhuanh) Lau'of]I:rrineLrsurance: -{CornparatireAralysisoftheIINCTADNlodel
Clauses and Institute Clauses Relating to \Iarine C:rrgo Insurance I-lthu:inir,\ct L.srrrblislrinq Sr-cnlrjt Ser

I)ort
Nts. Lnc LILl,IPLILI f F.stcnia) Maritime Hvpothecs and Licns Lnder Estonian Larv,- \n -\cr to \rrrcncl ancl

Suppk'mcnt thc J,as-of Propcrtr Rchtirrl ro \ c::... \c:
r\ls..lulhr:rD.trlAIR(fanraice) TheChallengesofShip-Borne\\asteUnder\IARPOL73/78: TheJarnaican
Perspective / The Preventiorr oi \lrrinc l),rlluiL.n t},,n: Sirrp. \r'r r)r)')

i\Is.J.R. NIt)ltr\LhS ITSPINOZ.\ \icrr,rtur The International Regiue of \lultimodal Transport: Certain
Recomtnetrdations f<rrNicaragua. \ L.rrr ,rtr ( rrr:.rgc,ri (io,,Js irr \\:rrcr
,\ls. lgnrrir \I1'lIULI (Sourh .\tiice Liabilitv and Cornpensation for tlre Dam:rge Caused bv Transbttundarv
Movement of Hazardous \\rastes: Implications for South Africa Lr.rbiln .rnd (iomptnsetion ti)r Diu)tqc ir.
(lonnectiorr s'ith (ierriegc of l hzrrclorrs t,rri \orious Suhstrnces \fi. I!)r,ri)

,\In.J. PAI)()\'.\N1(11{1IL\ f,\hlrr. }Ialtese AdrniraltvJurisidiction - Time for Change ., Crrriesc oi l)essen

gers end their Lrrggrgc b\ Sce .\ct 199!)

\1r. r\bclulla S-\EED (lIalclir cs', Protection of the Nlarine Enr.ironment in International Lal' rvith Special
Reference to the Maldir.es r'Leqislation Incorporating thr Ciril T.lrbllitr (.onri'nrion oi 1969 es .\tlcnclccl bi the

1992Prorocol l'bcrcto; endthcl:nncl Comcnri,lroi 11)l1,es.\mendecl br thcl()92ProtocolTherero
\lr. ()sorio SILES I LIC,\S
(\lozembi<1ue) A
Mozambicatr Pcrspective on
Port State Control,/ Lirbilitr
of Port Tcrminrl ()perators Act
I 999
r\lr. Nikoloz l'SIKI-i\t'l{1
i(icoruia) LegalRegulation
for the Prcvention of Pollu-
tion of the Marine Environ-
ment in the Black Sea / The
Larr of Cleorgil on (iorrpcnsa-
tion tirr l)anage causecl br l)ol
lution of thc Sca bv Ships

-\1r. Cho \\'F.()N \'()() iNcs,
Zealencl) InternationalShip
Registration in Korea atrd
Shiporvner's Choicc of Flag r
I-lmitation of Liability lirr NIari-
rimc (lleims in liorea
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I\II-I offers a unique opportrnitv to bc treinc.l in one of the gllrth areas of lnternational J.arr Irs ,,nc rc:iemic
r.er progritlnlne, lclding to thc clcgrcc oi \hster of J,al s ln Intcrnati<inal Nlaritime Lau: consjsts oi highlr specialized

cducation in lntemational Lal., T,as.oi thc Scr, Shipping Lav,, llarine F.nlirontncntel Lrrr and Drariinq oi Nlaritimc

Lcgislation. lts lu1l-timc stafi is supplemented bl rcgular ilsits from eminent leu.ycrs and xcxdcnics.

This unigue course is most suitablc lirr larv gracluetes, particLilarl\ thosc rvorking in the maritinie ficld such rs s,ith a

rclcriant Clorrcrnmcnt clepartnent, -shipping companl port authorit\' or other organisltion conccrtcd t ith shipping ancl

nar-itime rffairs. Lns'gredLratcs rrho s'ish r() plrrsuc their careers ir thc fleld of jntern:rtional maritLmc las-l'ill also

bcnclit immcnsclt'fiom this course. idmission to the coursc is opcn tci a lmited num]:er of studcnts in rm academic

lear, thelebv cnsuring pcrsonal intcnsivc guidance and superr,ision.

r\pplications are now inr.ited for the elcvcnth coursc rvhich is scheduled to coorrrcncc on Scptember 1 3, 1 999. Partial

scholarships mat bc ai ailablc. .\ processing fee oi t-lS g 15 is re<1uirccl. Iror further informati()n contact:

IMLI, Director
IMO IMLI, P.O. Box 31, Msida MSD 01, MAITA

Fax: (356) 343 092; Tel.: (356) 310 81,6/31,9 343; Intetnet: imli@maltanet.net.

IMLI ALUMNI

Class of 1998/1999

AREYOU INTERESTED IN SPECIALISING IN
MARITIME I-AW ?


