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KEYNOTE ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE GRADUATION
CEREMONY By H.E. MR. WILLIAM A. O'NEIL,20 MAy 2000

It is a pleasute for me to har.e the oppottunrtr,
to address this graduating class - the fitst in the

nrrv Nlillennium. Like rour predecessots, the 2()8

qrrduates from 83 countries u,orlds-ide, rou havc

hrd the oppottunitl to benefit from a highlr,
specialized progtamme of studies in maritime lau'
anrl also to share ir-r the unique erpetience of
attendrng this global institution here in llalta.

-fhe importance of your role in the intetnational
l-n:lritimc communitv cannot bc over-en'rphasizecl.

The task of developing and managing the Jegal

trameu'ork to ensure that'quaLit1, shipping' is able

to prosper in a highl1- competitir.e rvorld depends
ln J:rrge measure on the hnorvlcdge and skill of
iasr-ers. This Institute, o\-er the past dccade, has

rnede a major contribution to the post-graduate
training of lawvers to propetlt,prepare them to
undertal<e the associated dutres and responsibilities
rn a highlr.profcssional manfler.

-\s the cadre of INILI ttained larwets continues
ro gro\\. and thev take up positions etound the
r-orld, r,vc should *,itr-ress thc practical tesults of
their erpertise as the substance of international
conr-entions is transiaterl into enfrrrceable national
lc:i.l.Lri,,n rnd rcgulrtiuns...

\\c har-e been fortunatc from the outset in
a-.scn.rbling an extremelv competent and declicated

teeching staff rv}rich is nou, led trv Professor David
,\ttarcl. Through his diligence and ptofessional
skilis the academic stanclards are of the highest
clualitl and halr been ptaised :in legal citcles. He
hrs bccn assisted bl lecturcrs s,ho ale commirted
to clelivering the acaclemic programme neeclecl:rnd

also by a sn-rall but efficicnt administratrc stall

Thc teaching programme is er-rhanced bt, a

dedicated group of Visiting Fellou's u,hose
r.oluntatv assistance has enabled the lflstitutc to
pror.iclc tuition on a broad range oi topics of
maritime lau. ancl pnctice. Theit participation
brings a l,ealth of knou4edgc to the academic
programme and is highh. beneficial because their
cxPcrtise is clrrfent and ptactical. I utruld like to
express or-Lt sincete appteciation for their
c,,ntril)uIiiln ulrich ir ()t rltr urerlc\r inTf(,11anc(

in the success, credibility and acceptance of the
c1uelit1, of I\ILI as a post-gtadu:rte ttaining
instituflon.

You har.e just heard from Professor lil,altet

r\Iueller u,ho has been a stal$?rt supportet of INILI
since the begrnning in 1989 u,hcr-r he rvas one oi
the first \irsrting Fe1lou,s. lIe hes placed his vast

knorvledge of the las. and his enthusiasm ior
essuring that the students should receivc a highlv
profcssior.ral legal education, at the disposal of the
Institute. Stuclents o\.er the vears har,e benefited
fron-r his rvisdom and guidance ancl arc tar richer
fot havrng been exposed to his sound and mature
tutelage...

On behali of I\IO and the members of the
Gor.erning Boatcl I u,ish to cxpress mv heartfelt
thanks to \\raitet llucllcr for the outstanding
contnbution he has made to this Institute and to
the enrichment of thc Iives of all the students u-ho

har.e passecl thtough its dcxrrs. \Xre rvish him rvcll
on his u'ell-e:rrned retiremcnt...

The students pror-icle thc fundamental building
bkrcks frrr the L'rstitute ancl rvc ha\.e been fortunate
in attracting canclidates of the lrighest qualin'. The

graduates har-e demonstrated their academic
competence here and manrr, upon retllrning home
rvith their nss,ll, gained expertise, har.e assumed

positions of greater responsibiliw in their parent
otganizations. \\'e are also rewarded to see manr
graduates on the delegations reptesenting their
Governments at IX.IO meetings, s,.hich can be

talien as a measure of the success of ]}{LI's
educational progfrmme as u,el1 as theit orvn
c()mPetence...

Lr:t me flou, turn to the reason for us being here

todar, - simplv stated, it is fcrr r.our graduation. It
is r,our dav lor celebtation and your dar. to be

proud. After manl months of intensir.e studr.ing

\.ou have achieved rour goal and s-ill lear-e Nlalta

better equipped to pursue vour selected
ptoftssional cateets and to make afl enfiched
contribution to maritime affairs of the rxrrld.

This occasion is I am sure of great professional
and personal satisfaction to vou and to youf
families r.ho are celebrating s'ith tou here or at

home.
I congtatulate vou or-r vour achier.ements and

rvish'u'otL evetY success as rou embark on the next
stage of your livcs. I fccl confident that the rmpact

vou will make indiliduallv rvithin vour respective

countries \yill build into a far-reaching network for
enhancing the efficieno' of global shipping and

Promoting gleatef international co-operation for
thr lrrnctlt , 'i rlrc qnrire m:ritime communitr'.
;\ncl alu,ays remember that vou are part of INIO -
you are our er-r'tissaries and r.ve clepend on vou to
achier.e our objectir-es of safer seas and cleaner

oceans.

The Hon. Censu Galea (Minister for
Transport and Communications, Malta)
presenting the Malta Maritime Authority
prize for Best Performance in Shipping
Law to Ms. Dominika Lempicka at the

2000 Graduation Ceremony
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H,E. Mr. William O'Neil (Secretary-General, IMO) with members of the academic staff
and IMLI graduates at the Gfaduation Ceremony



H.E. Ptofessor Guido De Marco (Ptesident of Malta) with Professor

David Attard (Director, IMLI), the Ffon. Censu Galea (Minister fot
Transport and Communications, Malta), Dr Joe Fenech (IMLI

Governor), Honorary Professor Francis Reynolds and flonorary Doctor
William Birch Revnardson at the Honoris Causa Celemony.

CONFERMENT OF TI{E TITLE OF
HONORARY PROFESSOR OF

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME I-AW ON
PROFESSOR FRANCIS M.B. REYNOLDS

Professot Ftancis
Reynolds receiv-
ing the Flonorary
Title from H.E.
Professor Guido
De Marco (Presi-
dent of Malta) in
the presence of
Professor David
Attard (Director,
IMLI)

$THEREAS THE IMO INTERNATIONAI MARITIME LAW
INSTITUTE RECOGNIZES
The merits of

Professor Ftancis M.B. Reynolds

lil'ho has gir.en cleclicated setvice to the studr: and der.elopn'rent of
intetnational madtime larv and international ttade lau,;

Who has inspitcd lcgal thinking br,r.ittue of his teaching of n'redtrme

ancl internatior-ral commercial larv at numereus unir,ersities, particularh.
the Unir-ersin oi Oxford;
\\rho has rvritten r.atious scholerlv pulrlications and conttibutions,
inclucling the monumental Borvstead and Rer,nolds on Agenct- and

Benjamin or-r Sale of Goods, of s-hich he is onc of the authors;
\\'ho has contributed to the preparation of the United Iiingdom L992
Carriage of Goods bl Sea Act u,hich intet alia reformed rights to sue on
bil1s of ladlng;
And who has generouslv contributcd to the teaclLLng of carriagc of grnds
b), ."^ ,t the IXIO International \Iartinre I-al, lnstitute, thetebr,
contributing in great measure to thc gro\\'ing repute of the INI()
International Nlaritime Lau'Institutc as a cefltfe of academic erccllcnce:

THE IMO INTERNATIONAL MARITIME I-AW INSTITUTE
ACCLAIMS

Professor Francis M.B. Relmolds

A most meritorious candidate for the Title of Honoratl Professor of
International Nlaritime Lau-.

Nou; therefote, bv virtue of the po,x'ers vested bv the Statutc undcr
u,hich the INIC) Intetnational llaritime Lau, Institute is estebhshed, the
said distinction of Ilonotarv Professot of International Nladtime Lau,

is being confetted on
Professor Francis M.B. Reynolds

On this 17th day of NIarch of the vear nvo thousancl

CONFERMENT OF THE TITLE OF
DOCTOR OF INTERNATIONAL MARITIME

I-A\v HONORIS CAUSA ON
MR. NTILLIAM BIRCH REYNARDSON

Dr. William Birch
Ret'natdson receiv-
ing the l{onotaty
Title from H.E.
Professor Guido
De )Iarco (Ptesi-
dent of \Ialta) in
the presence of
Professor David
Attard (Director,
I}ILI)

\(/HEREAS THE IMO INTERNATIONAT \L{RITI\IE LAW
INSTITUTE RECOGNIZES
Tire ments of

Mt. William Birch Revnardson

\X'ho has gir.en lifeJong service to the tule oi ti:t.::-,.: ' ririrle
lau. and to thc de \.elopment of international trade .t': .

\\'ho has been appointed Commander of the Briris:t L::--: , j - ':rt'rccs
to international malitime lau,;

\\'hoseg.isdomas\rice-Prcsiclent9f theComitr\I.r:::::'--.I:-:n.ition:r1
contributecl to the widespread commitment I,) irl. :-.:::- ::z.,rtort ri
intetnational matitrme 1al.;

\\'ho has becn a guiding light to his lellos Rr::r:. ::-..::: r.-.- l.rulcrs
especialll, duting his term as Vice Presrdent oi i.r. B:r-j'--. lrl--.:::tme Larv

Associatior-r;
And s-ho has, in the in.rmecliate past, sharecl:lt ::.r.::- t - ' urlitluc

ancl tremendous expetience s,ith generation. : ::--.:: :::-.. -'-'.r r.ers and

conttibuted in gre at measufe to the grrl\ l::i :.: -::. : tre ItrI()
Ioternational \Iadtime Law Institute as a cen:i. , : :r:-:.:'.:c .\ccilence;

THE IMO INTERNATIONAL MARITI\IE L\\\ I\ STITUTE
ACCLAIMS

Mr. \William Birch Revnardson

A most metitotious candidate fcrr the Title , ,: D cr : ,i Irrcrnrdonal
r\Iatitime Lau, Honoris Causa.

Nou,, therefore, b-,, r.ittue of thc pos'e.-:1(stiLr L-., th. Sratute under

u.hrch the INIC) lnternational }laritrnre J-':s It-Lsri:iite i: .stabLshed, the

said distinction of Doctot oi Internarionrl \I:ritinre Lau"Honoris (lausa

is berng conferred on

Mr. William Birch Revnatdson
On this 17th dav of trIarch oi the r-ear t\\-o thousand
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Dr. Rosalie Balkin (Head of the
Division, IMO) with Mr. Clifford

Legal
Andre

(Seychelles, student sponsoted by IMO)
in the presence of Professor David Attard
(Director, IMLI) during a reception held
at the Institute in honout of Dt. Balkin

PROFESS
TITUI.ARY CMI

On Frida.v NIar. 12"', 2000 Professor Attard was elected as a Tirular,v Nlember of the (lomit6 Madtime
International. Professor Attardt nomination was the first occasion of a nomination bv the Executive

Council under the 1999 amendment to Article 3 of thc Constitution and was unanimousll, app1ovsfl.

Prot-essor Attard also receflth. addressed a Seminar organized in X'Ialta bv the (letman Advocates'

Academl..

Professor Attard rvith members of the Getman Advocates'Academy during a seminar
held in Malta between 23-24J,tne,2000

IMLIALUMNI
Ms. N{ahmud Khadijah (Nlalaysia, Class of

1990) has been appointed Adviset in
International Larv to the Attornel, Generalt
Department of Malaysia.

NIr. Igoris Kravchuk (Lithuania, Ciass of
1999) has been appointed Senior Legal Ad',,isct
in the Idaipeda State Sea Port Authoriry

Mr. Clifford Andte (Seychelles, Class of
2000) is currendy pursuing his bat course in
London.

Lt, Cdr. Edward Shine with members of the
IMLI Class 2000/2001and members of the

IMLI Staff duting a visit to the Aircraft
Carrier U.S.S. Saipan

IMLI's academic and non-academic staff

IMLI NESTS
PUBLISHED BY IMO

International Maritime Law Institute
Editor - Mr. Norman Mattinez

All cortespondence should be addressed to
IMLI News,

IMO International Madtime Law Institute,
P.O. Box 31, Msida MSD 01, Malta.

Tel.: (356) 319343, (3s6) 310816.
Fax: (356) 343092. E-mail: imli@maltanet.net

The IMO Itrtemational Maritime Iaw Institute was
established under the auspi.es oJf the Internationdl

Maitime Organisatioil, a spcciali<ed dgencJ,

of the United Ndtions.

NEW PH.D. PROGRAMME l,:

I\ILI norv also offers a specialized progr2mme leading to the degree of Doctot of Philosophv

Gh.D.). The Ph.D. degtee may be obtainecl follou,ing a reseatch programme, u.hich shall extend
over a period of not less than three and not more than t'i\-c \ exr:.

Candidates lor the Ph.D. shall undergo a probationar\. periocl of one vclir duting s.hich they

shall be present at the Institute for at least three months from 1" Junc to thc 31" August, v,hen

candidates shall subn-rit a rvritten paper of not more than 10,000 words on a subject of theit choice

u rrhin thc :r Ilrbrrs ,,i thr' ln.tirutc.

(landidates u-ho successfullv defend a thesis ()f fl()t more than 100,(100 u.otcls containing ori[Jinal

and significant contributions to knowledge in a subject u,ithin the sr'llabus of the Institute, shall be

au,arded the degree of Doctor of Phiiosophy (I'h.D.).

The Institute mar, consider applications ibr the degree from candidates u'ho possess a Nfastet's

degree from a recognized unir.ersit- or other ecaden.ric institution, or qualifications of comparable

stlLndard including relernnt professional legal erperience recognizecl fot this purpose bt the Institutc.

For turther intormation contact us br.email at ]:-u.]ji4iuiLl.tarrslr,tr.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
IN INTERNATIONAL

?-:.:.irl!::ll.llli!

i-],=;=r+

?lriatri!"cLAW?

INiLI ottets a unique opportunin- to be trained in onc of the gtorvth ateas of International Lav'.

Its one academrc \-ear plogramme, leading to the degree of Ilaster of Lau's in Intetnational Nfaritime

Lal,, consists of highil speciaLzed education in International Lau', Lau, of the Sea, Shipping Lau',

Nlarir-re Enr.ironmental Lal, and Dlafting of i\Iarilme Legislation. Its full trme staff rs supplementccl

bl tcgulat visits from cmincnt lasr,ets and acadcmics.

This unique course is most suitable fil 1ar.v graduates, particulxrh' those s,otking in the rnaritime

field such as u.ith a relevant Clor.ernment department, shipping compafl); port authorih or othet
organizetion concemed u,ith shipping and maritrme affairs. Law grecluxtcs u'ho rvish to pursue
their career in rhe field of international maritime 1as, s.ill also benefit immenselr ftom this course.

r\dmission to the course ts open to a Lrnited oumber of rtudqnts in lnr acrdcmic year, thereby
ensuring pcrsoflal intensir.e guidance and supervision.

Applications e1-e no\v inr.itecl for the ti'rirteenth course u.'hich is scheduled to cummence in
September 2001. Pattial scholatships mev be ar.ailablc. A ptocessing fee of US 515 is requtrecl. Fot
ftrrthcr int, rrnt.rti,rn CunttCt:

INILI Director
INI() INILI, PO. Rox 31, \fsida NISD 01, NIALTA
F'ar: (356) 343 l)92; Tel.: (356) 31tJS1(r/319 3,13;

tmril: ri:.., ,:. ,,,.
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IMLI STI-TDENTS
ACADEMIC YfiAR zfifi fi -?I}O 1

C.K" KOYTCHEVA
(BULGARIA)

A. GAIKINS
(LATVrA)

N. MUSCAI FARRUGIA
(MALTA)

N.O. OBIANYOR
(NTGERTA)

I.T. ITALELI
(TUVALU)

N. DAGNE
(ETHTOPTA)

C. KACHOUH
(LEBANON)

N.M. HOSANEE
(MAURITIUS)

E. KUZNETSOVA
(RUSSTA)

T.L. LEITER
(u.s.A.)

N. SIKFIARULIDZE
(GEORGTA)

D.AQUILINA
(MALTA)

M.A. ESCOBEDO TELLEZ
(MEXTCO)

M. GRBEC
(sLoYENrA)

J.L. NAPUATI
(vANUATU)

J. NKRUTL{H
(GHAr\A)

RJ. LANFRANCO
(MATTA)

J.J. QLTROZ-RrCH.{RDS
(\rExrco)

J. KOUNr
(soLoMoN TSLANDS)

V. HATRAN
(vTETNAM)

N.IOANNOU
(GREECE)

I,.\. \IIFSUD
(\L{LTA)

H.OJ. DTMOWO
(NTGERTA)

A.S. MOLEMANE
(SoUTHAFRICA)

M.S. LIBANGA
(zAMBrA)
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