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The  IMO In te rnat iona l  Mar i t ime  Law Ins t i tu te
( IMLI )  he ld  i ts  32nd  annua l  Graduat ion
Ceremony  on  F r iday ,  3  September  2021.  The
v i r tua l  Ceremony  marked  the  successfu l
comple t ion  of  a  ve ry  in tens ive  year  o f  s tud ies
in  a l l  the  a reas  of  the  Ins t i tu te ’s  p rogrammes ,
inc lud ing  law of  the  sea ,  sh ipp ing  law ,  mar ine
env i ronmenta l  law ,  mar i t ime  safe ty ,  mar i t ime
secur i t y  law ,  and  mar i t ime  leg is la t ion  d raf t ing .

Professor  Dav id  At ta rd  (D i rec tor ,  IMLI )  gave
the  we lcoming  address ,  wh i le  Mr .  K i tack  L im
(Secre ta ry -Genera l ,  IMO and  Cha i rman ,  IMLI
Govern ing  Board)  de l i ve red  the  g raduat ion
address .  Th is  was  fo l lowed  by  a  g raduat ion
v ideo  message  by  Dr .  Yohe i  Sasakawa ,
(Cha i rman ,  The  N ippon  Foundat ion)  and  a
congra tu la to ry  address  by  Dr .  C leopat ra
Doumbia -Henry  (Pres ident ,  WMU) .  The
va led ic to ry  address  was  de l i ve red  by  Ms.
Ch ioma Rosemary  Mgbemena  (N iger ia ) ,  on
beha l f  o f  the  IMLI  C lass  of  2020 -2021.  
 

 

T H E  I M L I  3 2 N D  A N N U A L  G R A D U A T I O N

C E R E M O N Y  

 
The  occas ion  was  a t tended  by  over  150
persona l i t i es  f rom over  55  count r ies ,  i nc lud ing
Members  o f  the  Government  o f  Ma l ta ,
Permanent  Representa t i ves  of  S ta tes  to  IMO,
and  Members  o f  the  IMLI  Govern ing  Board .

Dur ing  the  Graduat ion  Ceremony ,  f i f t y - two
students  f rom 38  count r ies  g raduated  f rom the
Ins t i tu te ’s  p rogrammes.  Th i r t y - two  s tudents
were  awarded  the  Degree  of  Maste r  o f  Laws
(LL .M. )  in  In te rnat iona l  Mar i t ime  Law,  wh i ls t
th i r teen  s tudents  rece ived   a  Degree  of  Maste r
of  Humani t ies  (M.Hum.)  in  In te rnat iona l
Mar i t ime  Leg is la t ion .  One  s tudent  was  awarded
the  jo in t  Degree  of  Maste r  o f  Ph i losophy
(M.Ph i l . )  i n  In te rnat iona l  Mar i t ime  Law and
Ocean  Po l icy .  Three  s tudents  were  awarded  the
Degree  of  Mag is te r  Jur is  (M.Jur . )  in
In te rnat iona l  Mar i t ime  Law and  one  s tudent
graduated  w i th  the  Degree  of  Doctor  o f
Ph i losophy  (Ph .D . )  in  In te rnat iona l  Mar i t ime
Law.  In  add i t ion ,  two  s tudents  were  awarded  an
Advanced  D ip loma in  In te rnat iona l  Mar i t ime
Law.  
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Professo r  Dav id  J .  A t ta rd
D i recto r ,  IML I

Mr .  K i tack  L im ,  Secreta ry-Genera l ,
IMO,  and  Cha i rman ,  IML I
Govern ing  Board

Dr .  Yohe i  Sasakawa,  Cha i rman ,
The  N ippon  Foundat ion

Dr .  C leopat ra  Doumbia-Henry
P res ident ,  WMU

Ms.  Ch ioma Rosemary  Mgbemena ,
on  beha l f  o f  the  s tudents

Ms .  E lda  Kazara-Be l ja
Sen io r  Lectu re r ,  IML I

P rofesso r  Dav id  J .  A t ta rd

Ms .  E lda  Kazara-Be l ja
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Excellencies,
Honourable Minister
Distinguished Guests
Ladies and gentlemen, 

Today, we celebrate the success of 52
graduands. They have worked hard, and we are
delighted to share with them the joy of their
accomplishment.

I feel on such an important occasion it is
appropriate to recall that IMLI was the first UN
Institution to reserve in its 1988 Statute, 50% of
its places to deserving women candidates. This
provision has worked and today hundreds of
women lawyers have become maritime law
specialists contributing to their country’s
maritime and legislative sectors. Indeed, this
year’s class is a reflection of this success
wherein the majority of participants are female
lawyers.
 
Dear Graduands, 

It is my great pleasure to congratulate you on
your meritorious achievements. Today’s
Graduation Ceremony marks the culmination of
an intensive academic programme which
required you to show perseverance,
determination and passion for learning, to
prepare you to contribute meaningfully to the
maritime sector of your country. 

You have successfully overcome the
unprecedented challenges you, your lecturers
and mentors had to face in this era of the
COVID-19 pandemic while you undertook your
studies. 

You are now embarking on a new journey which is
supported by the vast knowledge you have acquired
over the past months and the wonderful memories of
shared experiences, exchange of ideas and setting up
of professional goals for a better and more sustainable
future. 

You have been equipped with the necessary skills to
contribute effectively to the realization of the
International Maritime Organization' goals. You had the
privilege of being trained at IMLI – a centre of
excellence for the training of specialists in international
maritime law and for the dissemination of knowledge
and expertise in the field. IMLI capacity building is the
cornerstone in the International Maritime Organization’s
efforts to encourage States to implement and enforce
their international obligations through national laws.
I see a bright future for our maritime community and the
attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals
adopted by the United Nations in the interest of our
planet. My advice however is for you to never rest on
your laurels.

2021 marked a decade since the promulgation of the
first set of IMO mandatory rules to improve the energy
efficiency of new-build ships. These measures which will
set shipping on a pathway to decarbonization thus
contributing to the fight against climate change, need
to be duly implemented in national legislation. As is the
case with many other IMO instruments, implementation
and enforcement measures are the responsibility of
States. 
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SECRETARY-GENERAL, IMO
CHAIRMAN, IMLI GOVERNING BOARD

GRADUATION ADDRESS
FROM THE IMO SECRETARY-
GENERAL AND CHAIRMAN
OF THE IMLI GOVERNING
BOARD



Dear Graduands,

As you turn a new page in the book of your professional
achievements, remember your first day of studies at
IMLI in which you pledged to serve the rule of
international maritime law. 

You will now form part of the wider IMO community. I
am confident you will continue flying high the IMLI flag
and that you advance further the goals of sound ocean
governance, protection of the marine environment, safe
and secure shipping and decent working conditions for
our seafarers. 

The Institute has equipped you with the knowledge and
skills you need to use for the benefit of all of us. Apply
your newly acquired skills when advising or
representing your country and when negotiating with
your international partners. Dedicate yourselves not
only to do well, but to do good. Above all, do not
forget that we should all work towards delivering
healthy and sustainable oceans to future generations.

I wish you all the best in your future endeavours and
look forward to meeting you at IMO in the future. 

Thank you.

Therefore, apply the lessons learnt at the
Institute to develop your national legislative
framework which is responsive to the needs of
the maritime sector and contributes to the
realization of our common goal of sustainable
shipping for a sustainable planet. 

As I welcome today’s graduands to the
formidable global network of the IMLI Alumni, I
would like to take a moment and express my
heartfelt appreciation to all organizations and
institutions which provide support and assistance
to the Institute to achieve its global mission. I
would also like to extend my sincere gratitude to
the Government of Malta which has hosted IMLI
since its inception and supported it throughout
its existence.

To Professor David Attard and the dedicated
IMLI academic and administrative staff, I wish to
thank you for your hard work and relentless
efforts to make the Institute rise to the highest
standards.

In this regard, I wish to applaud this year’s IMLI
initiative to organize virtual specialized courses.
These courses, which have attracted the
appreciation and support of Member States
from around the world, have led to hundreds of
Government officials learning about various
aspects of international maritime law. These
programmes, which I trust will continue, have
given IMLI a global outreach and further
attracted Member States interested in IMLI's
work.
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MS.  TEFESEHET HAILU  S IME

 (ETHIOPIA)

G R A D U A T I N G  C L A S S  A C A D E M I C  Y E A R  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1

MS.  TAMANNA TABASSUM KHAN
 (BANGLADESH)

MS.  PATRIC IA  PEÑARANDA RODRIGUEZ
 (COLOMBIA)

MS.  NOMANE MOHAMED MKAVAVO 
(COMOROS)

MR.  ABDOU SALAM ZAYYAS
 (COMOROS)

MR.  ATOW-ZAHIR  ABU AHMED  
(GHANA)

MR.  SANDEEP AWASTHI  
( INDIA)

MR.  SURIYA NARAYANAN SUNDARARAJAN
 ( INDIA)

MR.  QAIS  MOHAMMAD A.  ALKHAWALDEH
 (JORDAN)

MS.  REGINA JEMUTAI
 (KENYA)

MR.  CHARLES A.  GONO 
(L IBERIA)

MR.  JOEL  ELKANAH THEOWAY 
(L IBERIA)

MS.  EMMA PORTELLI  BONNICI  
(MALTA)

MR.  DANIEL  VELLA 
(MALTA)

MS.  ADEL  ASRAWI  EL IAS
(MEXICO)

MR.  IVAN BOTICA
 (MONTENEGRO)

MR.  S I  THU AUNG
(MYANMAR)

MR.  CHRISTIAAN S .  F IKUNAWA
 (NAMIBIA)



MR.  MOHAMMAD ABDULLAZIZ  N.  ALASKAR
 (SAUDI  ARABIA)

 

MR.  AMJAD MOWAFAQ ABU LAFI  
(PALESTINE)

 

MR.  N ICOLAS ADRIAN PRONO BRITEZ
(PARAGUAY)

 

MS.  SHARON DE  CHAVEZ-ALEDO
 (THE PHIL IPPINES)

 

LT .  CHARALEJ  B .  GUZMAN
 (THE PHIL IPPINES)

MR.  ABDULLAH FAHAD ALHAWAS
(SAUDI  ARABIA)

 

MS.  DYANA NDIAYE
 (SENEGAL)

 

MR.  AVERY SOON YONG CHONG 
(S INGAPORE)

 

MR.  CHUEU TERRENCE MABUELA
 (SOUTH AFRICA)

 

LT .  CDR.  KURANAGE SANCHALA N.  PERERA 
(SR I  LANKA)

 

MS.  ALTHEA MELIC IA  CAMPBELL  
(ST.  K ITTS  AND NEVIS)

 

MS.  NASRA AYOUB JUMA 
(THE UNITED REPUBLIC  OF  TANZANIA)

 

MS.  PETAL BRIGGETA ALEXANDER 
(TR INIDAD AND TOBAGO)

 

DR.  CECIL IA  HEGAMIN-YOUNGER 
(THE UNITED STATES OF  AMERICA)

 

MASTER OF  LAWS (LL .M. )  IN  INTERNATIONAL MARIT IME
LAW



MS.  KAORI  MAKI
 (JAPAN)

 

MR.  ELVIS  NDIPMUN NDIFANG 
(CAMEROON)  

 
 

MS.  YUN WEI  
(CHINA)

 

MR.  ERNEST NYANKUNGWA KASIS I
 (DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  OF  THE CONGO)

 

 MS.  HEVEN ENU SHAFO
 (ETHIOPIA)

 

MR.  TAWFIK  AHMED M.  ELKHALDI  
(L IBYA)

 
 

MR.  ABDALLA A.  AL I  KESHLAF 
(L IBYA)

 
 

MS.  Z IN  MAR OO 
(MYANMAR)

 
 

MR.  ABDULLAHI  MOALLIM OMAR BAARE 
(SOMALIA)

 

MS.  NAIMA MUHYADIN HERSI
 (SOMALIA)

 

MS.  SADIA  ABUKAR OSMAN 
(SOMALIA)  

 
 

MS.  NATSINEE  KOYKOBKAN
 (THAILAND)

 

LT .  COL.  AKRAM BOUBAKRI  
(TUNIS IA)

 

 MASTER OF  HUMANIT IES  (M.HUM.)  IN  INTERNATIONAL MARIT IME
LEGISLATION



MS.  ANA OLIVERT AMADO
 (SWEDEN)

 
 
 

MS.  N IVEDITA MALLIGA HOSANEE 
(MAURIT IUS)

 
 

MS.  ROSEMARY CHIOMA MGBEMENA
 (NIGERIA)

 MAJOR JOSEPH GATT 
(MALTA)

 

MS.  V IV IAN RADHA RAMBARATH-PARASRAM
(TRINIDAD AND TOABAGO)

 

MR.   FRANCISCO ANDRÉ GUTIÉRREZ
FIGUEROA

(PERU)
 

MASTER OF  PHILOSOPHY (M.PHIL . )  IN  INTERNATIONAL
MARIT IME LAW AND OCEAN POLICY

ADVANCED D IPLOMA IN  INTERNATIONAL
MARIT IME LAW

MAGISTER JURIS  (M.JUR. )  IN  INTERNATIONAL
MARIT IME LAW

DR.  ANTHONY GRIMA
(MALTA)

DOCTOR OF  PHILOSOPHY (PH.D. )  IN  INTERNATIONAL MARIT IME LAW



I M O  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l ’ s  P r i z e  f o r
B e s t  D i s s e r t a t i o n

P r o f e s s o r  W a l t e r  M ü l l e r  P r i z e  f o r
t h e  B e s t  M a r i t i m e  L e g i s l a t i o n
D r a f t i n g  P r o j e c t

P r o f e s s o r  D a v i d  A t t a r d  P r i z e  f o r
B e s t  P e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e  L a w  o f
t h e  S e a

T r a n s p o r t  M a l t a  P r i z e  f o r  B e s t
P e r f o r m a n c e  i n  S h i p p i n g  L a w

S a s a k a w a  P r i z e  f o r  t h e  B e s t
P e r f o r m i n g  N i p p o n  F o u n d a t i o n
S c h o l a r

L R F  P r i z e  f o r  t h e  B e s t  P e r f o r m i n g
L l o y d ’ s  R e g i s t e r  F o u n d a t i o n
S c h o l a r

D r .  K o f i  M b i a h ’ s  P r i z e  f o r  t h e
B e s t  P e r f o r m i n g  A f r i c a n  S c h o l a r

I T F  S e a f a r e r s ’  T r u s t  P r i z e  o n
S e a f a r e r ’ s  L a w

C h a r t e r e d  I n s t i t u t e  o f  L o g i s t i c s
a n d  T r a n s p o r t  M a l t a  B r a n c h  P r i z e
f o r  B e s t  P e r f o r m a n c e  i n  M a r i t i m e
T r a n s p o r t  L a w

R E M P E C  M a r i n e  E n v i r o n m e n t  L a w
P r i z e

T h e  C M I  P r i z e  f o r  B e s t  O v e r a l l
P e r f o r m a n c e

P R I Z E  W I N N E R S
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Mr.  S i  Thu  Aung  (Myanmar)  

Ms.  A l thea  Campbe l l  (S t .  K i t ts  and
Nev is )  

Mr .  Chong  Soon  Yong  Avery
(S ingapore)  

L t .  Co l .  Akram Boubakr i  (Tun is ia )  

Ms.  Peta l  B r iggeta  A lexander  (T r in idad
and  Tobago)  

Ms.  Nasra  Ayoub  Juma ( the  Un i ted
Repub l ic  o f  Tanzan ia)  

Ms.  Tefesehet  Ha i lu  S ime  (E th iop ia )  

Ms.  Ch ioma Rosemary  Mgbemena
(Niger ia )

Ms.  Nats inee  Koykobkan  (Tha i land)

Ms.  Sharon  de  Chavez -A ledo  ( the
Ph i l ipp ines)  

Mr .  Amjad  Mowafaq  Abu  Laf i
(Pa les t ine)  
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M E S S A G E S  F R O M  G R A D U A T E S

" I t  has  been an honour  for  me 

to  be a s tudent  at  IML I .  The exper ience of

study ing at  IML I  in  Mal ta has  been a great

opportun i ty  for  me even though the c lasses

were on l ine because of  the COVID-19

pandemic.  I  am gratefu l  for  the va luable

knowledge and exper iences  that  I  got  f rom

the Inst i tute .  I  am a lso thankfu l  for  the

k indness  of  the Di rector  of  IML I ,  P rofessor

Dav id Attard ,  the lecturers ,  IML I  s taff ,  and

the s tudents  of  the 2020-2021  academic

year .  IML I  has  been a home for  me.  Long- l i ve

IML I ! ! ! ”

 

Ms. Nomane Mohamed MKAVAVO 

(Comoros)

 

 

" I  am ext remely  honoured to  have been 

one of  the IML I  s tudents  embark ing on th i s  un ique adventure of

nav igat ing through the seas  of  in ternat ional  mar i t ime law,  under

the d i rect ion of  Prof .  At tard.  IML I  t ransforms you ,  g ives  you great

so l id i ty ,  and e levates  your  understanding of  mar i t ime law.  I  am

ext remely  sat i s f ied to  have enro l led in  the Advance Dip loma

inc lud ing short ,  specia l ized courses ,  and I  recommend i t  to  sen ior

profess ionals  and others  that  do not  necessar i l y  seek  a degree,  but

the best  t ra in ing and some network ing wi th  the f inest  profess ionals

in  in ternat ional  mar i t ime law."

Ms. Ana OLIVERT AMADO

 (Sweden)

 

"The course was enr ich ing and a 

l i fe  changing exper ience for  me.  I  am now

empowered and conf ident  to  p lay  my part  in

whatever  capaci ty  to  ensure my count ry ,

cont inent  and the wor ld  adopt  and comply  wi th

IMO legal  ins t ruments ,  in ter  a l ia ,  to  protect

ocean b iodivers i ty  and ecosystems,  seafarers ,

and property  at  sea.  In  genera l ,  I  have acqui red

a new perspect ive  on l i fe . "

 

 

Mr.  Christ iaan S.  F IKUNAWA

 (Namibia)
 

"A wonderfu l ,  un ique and f ru i t fu l

exper ience."

 

Mr.  Abdul lah Fahad ALHAWAS

(Saudi  Arabia)
 

 

More information regarding IMLI’s programmes
and courses is available on the  IMLI website: 
https://www.imli.org/content/programmes-and-
courses
For information on admissions, please contact:
admissions@imli.org


