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Mr. Buen Hoti
(ALBANIA)

Ms. Marver B. C. 
Woodley

(ANTIGUA & 
BARBUDA)

Mr. Patrick Leroy 
Sweeting Jr. 

(THE BAHAMAS)

Ms. Cidney C. 
�ompson

(THE BAHAMAS)

Ms. Marina Borges 
Soares

(BRAZIL)

Ms. Helene Daniella 
Mbili Ngalle

(CAMEROON)

Mr. Chuo Angabua 
Junior Angabua
(CAMEROON)

Ms. Kamwanda 
Murielle Mukonkole 

(CONGO)

Mr. Ante Vojković
(CROATIA)

Mr. Negmeldin F. 
Negmeldin Elbatran

(EGYPT)

Mr. Benjamin 
Ampoma-Boaten

(GHANA)

Ms. Christiana 
Awoonor-Anderson

(GHANA)

Ms. Madeleine Ma 
Adjoa Buadi
(GHANA)

Ms. Patience Ella Diaba
(GHANA)

Ms. Rhodaline
Ofori Koranteng

(GHANA)

Mr. Timothy Davidson 
Yelbaya

(GHANA)

Ms. Maria Jose Casula 
Santeli

(HONDURAS)

Mr. Luis Alfredo 
Maradiaga Caballero

(HONDURAS)

Mr. Deependra
Singh Bisen

(INDIA)

Ms. Navodita Singh
(INDIA)

Ms. Sedigegh Zarei
(IRAN)

Ms. Emmah Akware
(KENYA)

Ms. Deborah Mwise 
Robi

(KENYA)

Ms. Da Ye Kim
(REPUBLIC OF 

KOREA)

Mr. Anthony Toe Twe
(LIBERIA)

Mr. Chrisphine 
Limbikani Kalusa

(MALAWI)

Mr. Neverson Chisiza
(MALAWI)

Mr. Ket Vui Kevin Chin
(MALAYSIA)

Ms. Sarah Bonnici
(MALTA)

Ms. Diane Cutajar
(MALTA)

Ms. Esther Rodriguez 
Alvardo

(MEXICO)

Ms. Maria Eugenia 
Montano Bermudez

(MEXICO)

Mr. Emiliano A. 
Vasquez Hernandez

(MEXICO)

Ms. Marquinha H.A. 
Morais Pinto Basto
(MOZAMBIQUE)

Ms. Hilma Dalondoka 
Kuduva

(NAMIBIA)

Mr. John Nyambe 
Mufaya

(NAMIBIA)

Mr. Mark Terver 
Mailumo

(NIGERIA)

Mr. Kelechi �ankgod 
Ekpem

(NIGERIA)

Mr. Karam Basem 
Ibrahim Alkhaldi 

(STATE OF 
PALESTINE)

Ms. Karinna Sophia 
Valdivia Segura

(PERU)

IMLI STUDENTS ACADEMIC YEAR 2023-2024

LL.M. and M.Hum.
Programmes

CG LCDR Lovely Rose 
Zafra Catayen

(THE PHILIPPINES)

Ms. Laures Licayo 
Fulgaon

(THE PHILIPPINES)

Mr. Mustafa Salih A. 
AlJuhani

(SAUDI ARABIA)

Mr. Azzam Abdullah 
M. Alsabt

(SAUDI ARABIA)

Ms. Mame Ndella Faye
(SENEGAL)

Ms. Isha Shameera B. 
Coopoosamy

(SEYCHELLES)

Mr. Joash Bella
(SOLOMON 

ISLANDS)

Ms. Suad Mohamed 
Tigow

(SOMALIA)

Mr. O. A. Sheran 
Madhawa Perera
(SRI LANKA)

Mr. Kanishka 
Rajakaruna

(SRI LANKA)

Mr. Lakshan P. R. 
Dewelgoda Arachchige

(SRI LANKA)

Mr. Sehan Anthony 
�issa Soyza

(SRI LANKA)

Ms. Mehzabeen 
Ramsaroep

(SURINAME)

Mr. Vedastus �omas 
Kitureti

(TANZANIA)

Mr. Ramadhan Julius 
Ngogo

(TANZANIA)

Mr. Juma Mussa Omar
(TANZANIA)

Ms. Ngollo Yaya 
Dabuya

(TANZANIA)

Colonel Montassar 
Atouani

(TUNISIA)

Mr. Adil Ismail Celik
(TÜRKIYE)

Mr. Amosa Moegafou
(TUVALU)

Mr. Mykola 
Panchyshyn
(UKRAINE)

Ms. Diana Andreevna 
Mykhailova

(UKRAINE)

Mr. Ahmed Ali M. Ali 
Al-Subhi

(YEMEN)

Mr. Galal Ali 
Mohammed Alawi

(YEMEN)

Mr. Alpha Jalloh
(SIERRA LEONE)

Lt. Jimmy Galea
(MALTA)

Lt. Maria Gutiza
(MALTA)

Capt. Mario Mallia
(MALTA)

Mr. Ocheleka 
Emmanuel Ogbe

(NIGERIA)

Ms. Omolara O. 
Olatunbosun
(NIGERIA)

Mr. Ifeanyi Peter 
Ujubuonu

(NIGERIA)

Ms. Patricia Soraya 
Soltani

(SWITZERLAND)

M.Jur Programme

Advanced Diploma Programme

THE IMO SECRETARY-GENERAL DELIVERS 
THE 34TH GRADUATION ADDRESS

Mr. Kitack Lim (then IMO Secretary-General and Chairman of the IMLI Governing 
Board) delivered the Graduation Address at the 34th Annual Graduation Ceremony of 
the Institute held on 30 June 2023.

In his Graduation Address, Mr. Lim congratulated the members of the Class of 2023 
for their perseverance in achieving their goals despite the many challenges they had 
faced, stating that they “have been empowered, through knowledge and skills, to 
contribute e�ectively to the realization of IMO’s goals for a better world.” He further 
told them that they “have had the privilege of being trained at IMLI – a centre of 
excellence for training specialists in international maritime law and for disseminating 
knowledge and expertise in the �eld,” which, “is and will remain the cornerstone 
of the Organization’s Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme.” Mr. Lim also 
welcomed the Graduands “to the formidable network of the IMLI Alumni”. 

Reproduced below is the Graduation Address 
delivered by Mr. Kitack Lim (IMO Secretary-
General and Chairman of the IMLI Governing 
Board):

“President George Vella,
Honourable Ministers,
Director,
Ambassadors,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Graduands, 

It is my great pleasure to return once again to 
Malta and address your graduation ceremony at 
this prestigious Institute which is very close to my 
heart. 

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to 
all who are here today for joining us on this very 
special occasion to celebrate the success of IMLI’s 
34th generation of future maritime leaders. I am 
always heartened to see the graduands standing proud as they receive their degrees and 
bid their farewells to IMLI. So, as I look at all of you graduating in this year’s class, I 
cannot help but share your excitement and pride in what you have accomplished. You 
faced challenges, yet you persevered and achieved your goals. As Walter Elliot said, 
“Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one after the other.” You all 
ran many of those races and with the help and support of all those who make IMLI 
a centre of excellence in international maritime law, leaned forward and crossed the 
�nish line.

Ladies and gentlemen, 

We have come together today to celebrate the success of all 53 of you maritime 
professionals who will apply your newly acquired skills to develop national legislative 
frameworks. I am particularly pleased to congratulate the graduands from Small 
Island Developing States and Least Developed Countries whose presence today bears 
testament to IMLI’s uniqueness in providing quality training to all. I salute the female 
graduates who through their participation in the IMLI programmes bring to reality 
the visionary policy adopted by IMLI to reserve 50 per cent of the places for deserving 
women candidates. It is a fact that many of the Institute’s female alumnae are highly 
regarded in the maritime world and occupy important international or national 
positions including at IMO.

Dear guests, 

Allow me to also extend my gratitude to IMLI’s founding fathers and all those who 
were involved in making the establishment of the Institute a reality. 

Just as the international community needed then a centre of education on maritime 
legal matters and adequate implementation of international maritime instruments, 
we continue to need IMLI today and shall do so in the future. As the Institute enters, 
in October 2023, the 35th year of service to the rule of international maritime law, 
I wish greater success for the next 35 years. With this, I would like to express my 
deepest thanks and appreciation to Professor Attard who has been at IMLI’s heart 
since the beginning. Starting as a special advisor to the founding Director and serving 

as an active teacher, he was appointed Director of the Institute in 1992, starting three 
decades of dedicated service. His long stint at IMLI’s helm has been instrumental 
in turning IMLI into the world-wide known centre of academic excellence that it is 
today. Under his tenure, IMLI through its education, training and research agenda has 
greatly contributed to the advancement of capacity-building around the world, with 
an outstanding impact on the maritime world and on IMO’s work. 

I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all organizations and institutions 
that provide assistance to the Institute to achieve its global mission. In particular, I 
must thank the Nippon Foundation which provides invaluable fellowship support 
to the Institute. I would also like to extend my sincere gratitude to the Government 
of Malta which has hosted IMLI since its inception and supported it throughout its 
existence. I am con�dent that this support will continue in the future. 

I wish also to take a moment to speci�cally thank Professor Norman Martínez whose 
passionate work will steer IMLI to a new era of positive changes. He and his academic 
and administrative sta� have already turned challenges into opportunities and will 
lead IMLI to greater heights.

Dear Graduands,

Allow me to re�ect on the opportunities and responsibilities that lie ahead of you. 
I am convinced that you and every previous graduate of this �ne Institute represent 
hope for our maritime community and our planet. You, the Class of 2023, have been 
empowered, through knowledge and skills, to contribute e�ectively to the realization 
of IMO’s goals for a better world. You have had the privilege of being trained at 
IMLI – a centre of excellence for training specialists in international maritime law 
and for disseminating knowledge and expertise in the �eld. It is and will remain the 
cornerstone of the Organization’s Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme. 
So, use the knowledge you have received to kindle a �re inside you to serve the 
international maritime community in general and your countries, in particular. As 
you turn a new page in the book of your professional achievements, think back to 
your �rst day of studies at IMLI, when you pledged to serve the rule of international 
maritime law. IMLI’s policy to serve IMO Member States should now be your own 
guiding principle in your future professional lives. You are now part of the wider IMO 
family and will be always recognized as holders of a degree from an Institute whose 
contribution to IMO’s capacity-building is undisputed.

Dear Graduands, 

While you have been studying here, you have learned together and lived together. 
So, you are gathered here not only as graduands, but also as friends, con�dantes, and 
colleagues, with experiences both shared and personal. Keep hold of those ties that 
bind you. With your graduation today, I welcome you to the formidable network of 
the IMLI Alumni. I hope you will use your informal networks to support each other 
personally and professionally in the years to come. My wish for you is to continue 
�ying high the IMLI �ag and that you advance further the goals of sound ocean 
governance, protection of the marine environment, safe and secure seas, and decent 
working conditions for our seafarers. 

I will �nish by congratulating you all on your graduation and wishing you all the very 
best for the future.

�ank you.

H.E. Dr. George Vella (President of Malta), Mr. Kitack Lim (then IMO Secretary-General 

and Chairman of the IMLI Governing Board), Professor Dr. Norman A. Martínez Gutiérrez 

(Director, IMLI), IMLI Faculty Members, Distinguished Guests  

and the IMLI Class of 2022-2023

Mr. Kitack Lim (then IMO 

Secretary-General and Chairman 

of the IMLI Governing Board) 

delivering the Graduation Address
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IMLI BESTOWS THE TITLE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS IN 
INTERNATIONAL MARITIME LAW HONORIS CAUSA ON 

MR. JAMES T. HARRISON  
AND PROFESSOR DR. MARKO PAVLIHA

�e Institute bestowed the Title of 
Doctor of Laws in International 
Maritime Law Honoris Causa on Mr. 
James T. Harrison (Former Group Legal 
Director of Lloyd’s Register and current 
Vice-Chairman of the IMLI Governing 
Board) and Professor Dr. Marko Pavliha 
(Head of Law Department, University of 
Ljubljana, Faculty of Maritime Studies 
and Transportation, Slovenia; Member, 
IMLI Governing Board), during IMLI’s 
34th Graduation Ceremony. 

Dr. h.c. James T. Harrison has rendered 
life-long service to the harmonization, 
dissemination, and implementation of 
international maritime law. For over thirty 
years, he served as Group Legal Director 
of the Lloyd’s Register Group, where he 
made an immense contribution to the 
development and implementation of international maritime safety and environmental 
standards. In 2016, Dr. h.c. Harrison was also appointed as Ambassador of the Lloyd’s 
Register Foundation. �roughout the years, Dr. h.c. Harrison has devoted time and 
e�ort to ensure that the Lloyd’s Register Trust and Foundation provided numerous 
fellowships that enabled maritime professionals from all around the world to be trained 
at IMLI. He has also constantly o�ered unyielding support to the management of the 
Institute. As Vice-Chairman of the IMLI Governing Board, and also as Chairman of 
the IMLI Financial and Human Resources Committee, Dr. h.c. Harrison has been 
instrumental in the good governance of the Institute and has relentlessly contributed 
to its sterling work.

Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. Marko Pavliha 
(Head of Law Department, University 
of Ljubljana, Faculty of Maritime Studies 
and Transportation, Slovenia; Member, 
IMLI Governing Board) has given a 
life-long service to the harmonization, 
dissemination, progressive development 
and codi�cation of international maritime 
law. He has written numerous books on 
maritime law and countless contributions 
to highly regarded journals in English and 
Slovenian languages. �rough his work 
at the Comité Maritime International 
(CMI), the Slovenian Maritime Law 
Association and other international 
fora, he has greatly contributed to the 
harmonization, progressive development 
and codi�cation of international maritime 
law. Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. Pavliha has 
been instrumental to the work of the 
Institute through his active contribution 
to the IMLI Governing Board and the 
IMLI Academic Committee, where he has been a Member for many years. Also, 
since 1998 he has dedicated time and e�ort to the Institute by delivering lectures 
on various topics relating to the Law of Marine Insurance, thus contributing to the 
continued development of IMLI as a centre of academic excellence for the teaching of 
international maritime law.

IMLI GOVERNING BOARD HOLDS ITS 37TH SESSION

�e IMLI Governing Board (Board) held its 37th session on 24 July 2023 at the IMO 
Headquarters in London. 

�e session was chaired by Mr. Kitack Lim (then IMO Secretary-General and 
Chairman of the IMLI Governing Board) and was attended by Professor Philippe 
Boisson (Legal Consultant to Bureau Veritas, Paris), Dr. Reto Dürler (Former Head, 
Swiss Maritime Navigation O�ce), Professor Atsuko Kanehara (Professor, Sophia 
University, Japan), Ambassador Nancy Karigithu (Special Envoy for Maritime and Blue 
Economy, Kenya), Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. Marko Pavliha (Head of Law Department, 
University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Marine Studies and Transportation, Slovenia), Mr. 
Xiaojie Zhang (then Director, IMO Technical Cooperation Division). Dr. h.c. James 
Harrison (Vice-Chairman, IMLI Governing Board and Chairman, IMLI Financial 
and Human Resources Committee) was represented by proxy by Professor Boisson 
while Dr. Emmanuel Ko� Mbiah (Former Chairman, IMO Legal Committee) was 
represented by proxy by Professor Dr. Dr. h.c. Pavliha. Mr. Jonathan Pace (then 

Deputy Director, Subdivision for Programme Management and Coordination, IMO 
Technical Cooperation Division) attended as an observer and Professor Dr. Norman 
A. Martínez Gutiérrez (Director, IMLI) was present to report to the Board on all items 
under discussion. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. Ivan Sammut (then Permanent 
Representative of Malta to IMO), Ambassador Victor Camilleri (Advisor to the 
Minister for Foreign and European A�airs and Trade, Malta), Dr. Patrick Griggs 
CBE (Former President, Comité Maritime International (CMI)), and Vice-Admiral  
Cristiano Aliperta (Permanent Representative of the Republic of Palau to IMO).

Mr. Lim welcomed the Board Members and thanked them for attending the session 
and for showing their commitment and support to the Institute through their active 
participation in IMLI’s governance. He congratulated and thanked the Director and 
the Institute’s sta� for their sterling work in training the maritime leaders of tomorrow.

�e Board considered reports on �nancial and academic matters, as well as IMLI’s 
contribution to the IMO Goals and UN 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. 
�e Board noted with satisfaction the Institute’s e�orts to enhance its global outreach 
and the appreciation expressed by the General Assembly of the United Nations and 
IMO Bodies for the Institute’s work. �e Board also considered a report on IMLI’s 
institutional co-operation and partnerships and it commended the Institute for its 
proli�c work in this �eld.

IMLI COMMENCES THE 35TH ACADEMIC YEAR

�e Institute welcomed on 9 October 2023 the 35th generation of students for the 
Academic Year 2023-2024. �e students were warmly welcomed by Professor Dr. 
Norman A. Martínez Gutiérrez (Director, IMLI), the IMLI Faculty and Sta�.

Prior to the IMLI Director delivering his Welcome Address to the Class of 2023-
2024, Ms. Elda Kazara-Belja (Senior Lecturer/Head of Administration) guided them 
through the Oath of Allegiance to the Institute.

When addressing the 2023-2024 Class, Professor Dr. Martínez Gutiérrez stated that 
it was an honour and a privilege to welcome such a diverse class, full of talented 
individuals, to IMLI’s 35th Academic Year. �e Director informed the students that 
IMLI was set up to train maritime experts in the whole spectrum of international 
maritime law and in the incorporation and e�ective implementation of IMO treaties 
and rules into their domestic legislation. He highlighted the Institute’s commitment 
to contribute to the realization of IMO’s objectives and the international community 
for a sustainable and vibrant maritime sector.

Professor Dr. Martínez Gutiérrez stated that he was con�dent that the students’ e�orts 
coupled with the Institute’s commitment to deliver the highest standards of training 
will make this Academic Year a very successful and rewarding one.

At the conclusion of the Director’s Address, Ms. Kazara-Belja invited the students to 
introduce themselves. For the Academic Year 2023-2024, IMLI welcomes in-situ, 72 
Students from 40 countries in all of its programmes.

INAUGURATION OF IMLI’S NEWLY REFURBISHED 
LECTURE HALL AND STUDENT ACCOMMODATION 

AND FORMAL OPENING OF THE 35TH ACADEMIC YEAR

IMLI had the honour to hold 
on Wednesday 11 October, a 
ceremony at which Mr. Kitack Lim 
(then IMO Secretary-General and 
Chairman of the IMLI Governing 
Board) together with Hon. Minister 
Dr. Stefan Zrinzo Azzopardi 
(Minister for Public Works and 
Planning, Malta) inaugurated 
IMLI’s new state-of-the-art lecture 
hall and student common room. 
�e ceremony was attended by 
eminent personalities including 
Mr. Ivan Sammut (then Registrar 
General of Shipping and Seamen at 
Malta Ship Registry,) and Judge Dr. 
Giovanni Griscti (Member of the 
Maltese Judiciary and Graduate of 
the IMLI Class of 1990). 

Upon their arrival, Professor Dr. 
Martínez Gutiérrez introduced 
Mr. Lim and Dr. Zrinzo Azzopardi 
to the Sta� and students of the 
IMLI Class of 2023-2024. �is 
was followed by the cutting of 
the ceremonial ribbon, which was 
jointly done by Mr. Lim and Dr. 
Zrinzo Azzopardi.

In the ceremony that ensued, 
Professor Dr. Martínez Gutiérrez 
delivered the Welcome Address in 
which he stated that his message 
for the day was one of gratitude and 
pride. Gratitude for all who were 
present. Gratitude to the Government of Malta, especially for their warm reception 
of IMLI students and the facilities they have provided over the last 35 years. He 
also welcomed and expressed his gratitude to Mr. Lim for his visit to inaugurate the 
refurbished student accommodation and to formally open the 35th Academic Year. 
More importantly, the Director noted the crucial role he played in securing the 
necessary funding from Korea for the refurbishment of the student accommodation.

Professor Dr. Martínez Gutiérrez stated that he was proud of what the Institute has 
achieved over the last 35 years, distinguishing itself for training the maritime leaders 
of tomorrow.

Minister Zrinzo Azzopardi delivered the Inauguration Address. He thanked all those 
who contributed to the realization of these projects, particularly the Government of 
Korea for the new student accommodation. Minister Zrinzo Azzopardi also stated that 
the celebration was not only of the new lecture hall and student accommodation, but 
also the principles and values that underpin IMLI’s mission as a global educational 
institution. �e Minister registered the pride of the Government of Malta, through 

the Ministry of Public Works and Planning of Malta, to have supported the full 
refurbishment of the IMLI lecture hall and the student common room. 

�e then Secretary-General delivered his Address and formally opened the academic 
year 2023-2024 by ringing the ceremonial bell. In his Address, he welcomed the new 
IMLI students, wishing them all the best as they embark on their academic journey. In 
respect of the lecture hall, Mr. Lim thanked the Government of Malta for its generous 
funding and for the continued and ongoing support to IMLI especially in realizing the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 4 on ‘Quality Education’. In respect 
of the refurbished student accommodation, Mr. Lim thanked the Government of 
the Republic of Korea for �nancing these improvements through the IMO Voyage 
Together Trust Fund.

Subsequently, Mr. Lim proceeded to unveil a plaque in recognition of the Government 
of the Republic of Korea which, due to his initiative, funded the renovations of the 
Institute’s students’ accommodation. �e unveiling took place in the presence of the 
IMLI Director, Dr. Zrinzo Azzopardi, Mr. Sammut, Judge Dr. Griscti, and the IMLI 
Class of 2023-2024. 

IMLI’S INAUGURAL LECTURE

Dr. Dorota Lost-Sieminska (Director, 
IMO Legal A�airs and External Relations 
Division) delivered the Institute’s 
Inaugural Lecture on 20 October 
2023. Dr. Lost-Sieminska was warmly 
welcomed to the Institute by the  IMLI 
Faculty and Sta� and was introduced to 
the Class of 2023-2024.

When addressing the Class, Director 
Lost-Sieminska stated that it is always a 
great pleasure to be back in Malta and at 
IMLI as she feels she is part of the IMLI 
family. She also shared a little of her own 
personal experience when she herself 
was a student at IMLI. Director Lost-
Sieminska then proceeded to deliver the 
Inaugural Lecture.

ANNUAL FLAG RAISING CEREMONY

�e Institute’s annual Flag Raising Ceremony was held after the Inaugural Lecture 
delivered by Dr. Dorota Lost-Sieminska (Director, IMO Legal A�airs and External 
Relations Division). �e Institute notes with pleasure that the �ags of the 40 
countries represented at IMLI during this year are:

Albania, Antigua & Barbuda, the Bahamas, Brazil, Cameroon, DR Congo, Croatia, 
Egypt, Ghana, Honduras, India, Iran, Kenya, Republic of Korea, Liberia, Malawi, 
Malaysia, Malta, Mexico, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, State of Palestine, Peru, 
the Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Switzerland, Tanzania, Tunisia, Türkiye, Tuvalu, 
Ukraine, and Yemen. �e �ags of these countries will adorn the Institute’s premises 
throughout this academic year. 

IMLI ANNOUNCES THE RECOGNITION OF  
 THE DEGREE OF MAGISTER JURIS (M.JUR.) IN 

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME LAW BY THE MALTA 
FURTHER AND HIGHER EDUCATION AUTHORITY

IMLI is proud to announce that the quality training being delivered in all of its 
programmes is continuously being recognized by the Malta Further and Higher 
Education Authority. Most recently, Mr. Lawrence Azzopardi (Head of Accreditation 
Licensing Validation and Quality Assurance, Malta Further and Higher Education 
Authority) informed the IMLI Director that the Degree of Magister Juris (M.Jur.) in 
International Maritime Law has been recognized as meeting the standards required 
for a master’s degree in Malta, falling under MQF Level 7. �e recognition of this 
programme is another great accomplishment for the Institute.

IMLI DIRECTOR REPORTS TO THE IMO BODIES

Professor Dr. Norman A. Martínez Gutiérrez (Director, IMLI) reported to the 73rd 
Session of the IMO Technical Cooperation Committee, the 130th Session of the IMO 
Council and the 33rd IMO Assembly held at the IMO Headquarters in London. 

�e Director provided the di�erent IMO bodies with information on IMLI’s activities 
for 2022, including details on the governance and management of the Institute and 
key outcomes of sessions carried out by its governing bodies.

�e Director was pleased to convey that while the Academic Year 2022-2023 has 
commenced in-situ, the Institute has also facilitated a hybrid learning environment 
which will enable many professionals from around the globe to participate in its 
specialized courses online. 

In regard of �nancial matters, 
the Director proudly recorded 
that IMLI remained on a path to 
stable �nancial progress to support 
its academic goals and capacity-
building mission. He thanked the 
host Government of Malta for 
its continuous support and for 
making available the Institute’s 
premises, in particular, for the 
refurbishment of what is now a 
state-of-the-art lecture hall. He 
expressed his sincere appreciation 
to the Institute’s donors, especially 
the IMO, �e Nippon Foundation, 
the ITF Seafarers’ Trust, Lloyds’ Register Foundation, as well as the International 
Group of P&I Clubs and the International Chamber of Shipping, for their generous 
funding which enables deserving government o�cers from around the world to 
receive training at the Institute.

Furthermore, Professor Dr. Martínez Gutiérrez extended his gratitude to the 
Governments of Argentina, Nigeria, the Philippines, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
Malaysia, and the Republic of Korea; the Comité Maritime International (CMI), 
the Australian Maritime Safety Agency (AMSA), and the European Maritime Safety 
Agency (EMSA), for their unstinted support and generosity. �e Director expressed 
sincere gratitude to the Technical Cooperation Division of IMO, as well as its 
Director and Senior O�cers for their unwavering support. 

Professor Dr. Martínez Gutiérrez stated that as an institution dedicated to the 
training of the maritime leaders of tomorrow, IMLI continues to render valuable 
services to the IMO Member States through its numerous initiatives which have 
increased IMLI’s global outreach while consolidating its status as the renowned 
centre of excellence for the training and education in international law.

Professor Dr. Martínez Gutiérrez concluded by highlighting that while IMLI remains 
resolute in serving IMO and the international maritime community, it needs support 
from all IMO Member States, to continue ful�lling its capacity-building mission.

IMLI LAUNCHES ITS 35TH ANNIVERSARY LOGO

IMLI is celebrating its 35th Anniversary this academic year and has proudly launched 
its 35th Anniversary Logo.
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