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THE ANNUAL THREE-DAY SEMINAR ON 
MARITIME TRANSPORT POLICY 

HELD AT IMLI
For the tenth consecutive year, IMLI had the distinct pleasure of
holding, in collaboration with IMO and World Maritime University
(WMU), the annual three-day Seminar on Maritime Transport Policy,
which ran from 3 to 5 November 2025. Professor George
Theocharidis (Professor of Maritime Law & Policy, WMU) delivered
the presentations withing  the Seminar for the 2025-2026 academic
year. 



Professor Theocharidis was warmly greeted by Ms. Elda Kazara-Belja, the IMLI Faculty
and Staff. Ms. Kazara-Belja then proceeded to introduce Professor Theocharidis to the
IMLI Class of 2025-2026. 

Professor George Theocharidis (Professor of Maritime Law & Policy, WMU),
Ms. Sandra Rita Allnutt (Head, Technical Cooperation Analysis and Audit
Integration, Sub division for Planning and Programming, Technical
Cooperation and Implementation Division, IMO), Ms. Elda Kazara-Belja
(Senior Lecturer/Head of Administration, IMLI), and Members of the IMLI
Faculty together with the IMLI Class of 2025-2026

Professor George Theocharidis 
(Professor of Maritime Law & Policy,
World Maritime University [WMU]) 

meeting the IMLI Class of 2025-2026

Professor George Theocharidis 
(Professor of Maritime Law & Policy, World Maritime
University [WMU]) delivering the introduction of the

Seminar on Maritime Transport Policy

During this three-day seminar, the students explored the concept of a Maritime
Transport Policy, with particular focus on the relationship between policy and legislation
and how both influence the maritime industry.

As it is a tradition now, the Seminar ended with the presentation of draft outlines for a
National Maritime Transport Policy for a fictional country. These outlines were prepared
by the Class after previously being split into working groups. While developing their
proposals, each working group needed to take into account the nation’s obligations
under international maritime agreements, along with its wider socio-economic
development objectives.

The five working groups that presented the 
National Maritime Transport Policy 
outline at the end of the Seminar:



Group 1 (in-situ and online):     
Ms. Kefalotse Seratwa Tsalaile-Mmese (Botswana), Mr. Kharlov Artem (Ukraine), Ms. Corrine Hilary

Bernadette Rose (Seychelles), Mr. Roy Mghanga Bwabi (Kenya), Ms. Rita Hamidu (Ghana), Mr. Darlington
Doue (Liberia), MJR. Justine Dawn G. Santos-Timpac (the Philippines), Ms. Sola Solange Attia Abe

(Cameroon), Mr.  John Kuyela Kidando (Tanzania), Ms. Mariela del Carmen Martínez Perdomo (Honduras),
Ms. Nuru Pipino (Tanzania), Ms. Omobola Akinmurele (Nigeria), and Ms. Sherneé  Symonette (the Bahamas)

Group 2 (in-situ and online):     
Ms. Kristan Stubbs (the Bahamas), LT. Ciro Bianco (Italy), LCDR. Reynaldo M. Gaano (the Philippines), Mr.

Romeo G. Clarke Jr. (Liberia), Ms. Nana Yaa Abuaa Faibille (Ghana), Ms. Sarah Marie Vella (Malta), Mr.
Gbakai Francis Kaindaneh (Sierra Leone), Ms. Adi Salaseini Muavesi Lesianawai (Fiji), Ms. Sally Ntui Omang

(Nigeria), Ms. Florence Packshady Madelemo (Tanzania), and Ms. Loveness Jacob Nyumayo (Tanzania)

Group 3 (in-situ and online):     
LCDR. Abdelillah Bhilil (Morocco), Mr. Jamaly Juma Said (Tanzania), Ms. Zaituni Simba Abdalla (Tanzania),
LCDR. A.M. Kasun B. Adikari (Sri Lanka), Ms. Elozino Faith Eteghrara (Nigeria), Mr. Benedicto G. Manlapaz
(the Philippines), Ms. Fatoumata Mballow (the Gambia), Ms. Aishath Zahaa (Maldives), Mr. Ahmed Hassan

Jama (Somalia), Ms. Anieli Fuatino Noa (Kiribati), Mr. Michael Mallia (Malta), and Mr. Larry Ashie Djanie
(Ghana)



Group 5 (in-situ and online):     
Mr. Can Berk Atasoy (Türkiye), LT. Danielle Christa-Joy Emanuel (Antigua & Barbuda), Mr. Shatlyk

Garabegov (Turkmenistan), Ms. Aye Myat Thu (Myanmar), Ms. Mossie Wakil Kaima (Tanzania), LCDR.
Princess C. Aragon-Gebilaguin (the Philippines), Mr. Kapugama Vithanage Aravinda Gihan Gunaratne (Sri
Lanka), Mr. Jean Luke Camilleri (Malta), Mr. Adriano Tchuda (Guinea-Bissau), Mr. Zahran Akef Waheed

Hamdalla (Palestine), Mr. Othmane Lamani (Morocco), and Mr. Rajath Mathurai (India)

Group 4 (in-situ and online):     
Mr. Sifiso Kaula (South Africa), Ms. Ganepola Achchige Vishni Lakna Ganepola (Sri Lanka), Ms. Filippa Lora
Buontempo (Malta), Mr. Mafuru Mbuga Moses (Tanzania), Mr. N’Koulete Yaovi Amedegou Kpadenou (Togo),
Ms. Sarah Awenteme Abalansah (Ghana), Capt. Nikhil Pandurang Pai (India), Mr. Amaan Mohamed Najeeb

(Maldives), Ms. Orlye Sandra Dzobosse (Cameroon), Mr. Senteu Koinary Tutui (Kenya), LCDR. Carlo Nico B.
Aguilana (the Philippines), and Ms. Pudensiana Patrice Mrema (Tanzania)

IMLI had the pleasure of welcoming for the first time,
Ms. Sandra Rita Allnutt (Head, Technical Cooperation
Analysis and Audit Integration, Sub division for
Planning and Programming, Technical Cooperation and
Implementation Division, IMO) on 5 November 2025.
Ms. Allnutt was warmly welcomed by Ms. Elda Kazara-
Belja (Senior Lecturer / Head of Administration, IMLI),
the IMLI Faculty and Staff. She was also introduced to
the IMLI Class of 2025-2026. 

Ms. Allnutt then proceeded to deliver a lecture which
was entitled “Role and Achievements of IMO’s
Technical Cooperation and Implementation Division”.

SENIOR IMO OFFICIAL LECTURES AT IMLI



IMLI had the pleasure of welcoming once again
a longstanding distinguished visiting fellow and
friend of the Institute, Captain Joseph Zerafa
(Maritime Consultant) on 6 November 2025. 

Captain Zerafa was greeted by Ms. Elda
Kazara-Belja (Senior Lecturer/Head of
Administration, IMLI), the IMLI Faculty and
Staff. This was followed by Captain Zerafa’s  
introduction to the IMLI Class of 2025-2026. 

He then proceeded to deliver a set of lectures
entitled “Technical Aspects of Shipping” to the
IMLI Students.

RENOWNED MARITIME CONSULTANT LECTURES AT IMLI

Ms. Sandra Rita Allnutt (Head, Technical Cooperation Analysis and Audit Integration, Sub
division for Planning and Programming, Technical Cooperation and Implementation

Division, IMO) meeting the IMLI Class of 2025-2026

Captain Joseph Zerafa (Maritime
Consultant) delivering his lectures to the

IMLI Class of 2025-2026

Captain Joseph Zerafa 
(Maritime Consultant) 

meeting the IMLI Class of 2025-2026



Since its inception, Captain Zerafa has been a steadfast advocate of the Institute and
its capacity-building mission. Every academic year, he returns to IMLI to share his
extensive experience and insight with the students, helping them gain a richer grasp of
essential maritime operational practices.

AMBASSADOR OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
TO MALTA VISITS IMLI 

H.E. Ambassador Tanja Beyer (Ambassador
of the Federal Republic of Germany to
Malta) paid a courtesy visit to the Institute on
6 November 2025. 

Ambassador Beyer was warmly greeted by
Professor Dr. Norman A. Martínez Gutiérrez
(Director, IMLI), the IMLI Faculty and Staff.
She was then introduced to the IMLI Class
of 2025-2026. 

A meeting between Ambassador Beyer and
Director Martínez Gutiérrez was held soon
after her introduction to the Class.

Captain Joseph Zerafa (Maritime Consultant) and Ms. Elda Kazara-Belja 
(Senior Lecturer/Head of Administration, IMLI) together with the IMLI Class of 2025-2026

H.E. Ambassador Tanja Beyer (Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany
to Malta) and Professor Dr. Norman A. Martínez Gutiérrez (Director, IMLI)



Mr. Erik Noor (Project Officer, European Maritime Safety Agency [EMSA]) paid a
courtesy visit to IMLI to meet with the EMSA fellows enrolled in the Academic Year
2025–2026. This visit took place on 6 November 2025.       

Upon his arrival, Mr. Noor was cordially welcomed by Professor Dr. Norman A.
Martínez Gutiérrez (Director, IMLI). He then proceeded to hold a meeting with the
EMSA fellows, namely: Mr. Shatlyk Garabegov (Turkmenistan), Mr. Zahran Akef
Waheed Hamdalla (Palestine), and Mr. Kharlov Artem (Ukraine).

PROJECT OFFICER AT THE EUROPEAN MARITIME SAFETY AGENCY (EMSA)
VISITS THE 2025-2026 EMSA FELLOWS AT IMLI 

H.E. Ambassador Tanja Beyer (Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to Malta)
and Professor Dr. Norman A. Martínez Gutiérrez (Director, IMLI) together with the 

IMLI Class of 2025-2026

From L:R:  Mr. Shatlyk Garabegov (Turkmenistan), Professor Dr. Norman A. Martínez
Gutiérrez (Director, IMLI), Mr. Erik Noor (Project Officer, European Maritime Safety Agency
[EMSA]), Mr. Zahran Akef Waheed Hamdalla (Palestine), and Mr. Kharlov Artem (Ukraine)


